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PREFACE. 


The  Reports  of  the  discussions  contained  in  this  volume  of  Proceedings,  -were 
hurriedly  prepared  for  publication  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  and  are  necessarily 
brief  and  imperfect. 

The  Mixutes  of  the  Meetings,  viewed  merely  as  a  "  calendar  of  operations,"  con- 
tinued during  three  years,  exhibit  no  symptoms  of  decrepitude  or  decay  in  the 
Society,  but  indicate  a  degree  of  vigor  and  earnestness  in  projecting  and  carrying 
forward  its  great  objects,  which  is  worthy  of  its  illustrious  founders — now  alas  !  all 
departed — and  which  have  kept  it  in  the  van,  during  the  recent  onward  march  of 
American  Agriculture. 

Prompted  by  a  sense  of  filial  duty  and  honorable  ancestral  pride,  the  Society  in 
1854,  published  and  distributed  gratuitously  to  kindred  organizations,  its  Minutes, 
from  the  date  of  its  institution,  1785,  to  1810.  During  this  period  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  the  Society,  originally  "  designed  to  promote  Agriculture  and  Rural  Affairs, 
and  especially  a  greater  increase  of  the  products  of  land  within  the  American 
States,"  was  national  in  its  character  and  its  usefulness,  and  these  copies  of  the 
early  records  were  received  as  they  were  sent,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  for  the  past, 
and  as  tokens  of  friendship  towards  sister  societies  throughout  the  Union.  The 
same  spirit  of  veneration  planned  and  animated  the  celebration  of  the  seventy-first 
anniversary,  February  1856. 

In  1854  the  Society  generously  postponed  its  Annual  Exhibition,  and  throwing  ita 
whole  influence  in  favor  of  the  State  Fair  then  held  at  Philadelphia,  was  mainly  in- 
strumental in  rendering  it  the  most  successful  event  of  the  kind  which  at  that  time 
had  transpired  in  this  country,  and  in  placing  the  treasury  of  the  State  Society,  in  a 
condition  to  aid  by  an  appropriation  the  Farmers  High  School.  The  active  interest 
taken  by  the  members  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  in  all 
measures  which  have  led  to  the  organization  of  that  institution,  was  especially 
manifested  at  the  first  State  Convention  held  for  the  purpose  at  Harrisburg,  March 
9,  1853. 

In  1855  the  Society  held  its  usual  Exhibition,  the  report  of  which  is  contained  in 
the  following  pages,  and  during  the  same  year  removed  to  its  present  eligible  loca- 
tion, and  provided  a  Free  Reading  Room  for  Farmers,  open  weekly  on  the  evening 
preceding  the  principal  market  day,  and  furnished  with  the  best  Agricultural  Jour- 
nals of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  About  the  same  time  the  invitation  to 
hold  its  next  annual  exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  Avhich  had  been  extended  the  pre- 
ceeding  year  to  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society,  was  renewed  and  accepted. 
The  proud  and  pleasing  recollections  of  the  grandest  American  agricultural  fete  are 
too  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  reader,  to  render  description  or  encomium  necessary. 

To  the  labors  incident  to  the  National  Exhibition  and  the  other  active  operations 
referred  to  above,  the  best  members  of  the  Society  have  devoted  their  energies 
during  the  past  three  years.  Leisure  has  scarcely  been  allowed  for  the  preparation 
of  the  essays  and  written  communications  on  Rural  Economy,  which  formerly  char- 
acterized the  Society's  "  Memoirs,"  the  last  volume  of  which  was  published  in  1826. 
The  excellence  of  the  Report  of  Mr.  Fisher  on  the  Cultivation  of  Native  Grapes  for 
Fruit  and  for  Wine,  which  appears  in  these  Proceedings,  increases  the  regret  that 
circumstances  have  not  favored  the  preparation  and  presentation  of  others,  and 
should  incite  to  the  employment  of  means  whereby  such  a  result  may  be  secured  in 
future.  « 

The  activity  which  has  distinguished  the  Society  during  the  last  triennial  period, 
has  most  happily  impressed  the  community  with  the  delights  of  rural  pursuits,  and 
the  means  and  importance  of  agricultural  improvement ;  and  the  present  and  pros- 
pective advantages  of  this  activity  have  been  generally  appreciated  and  acknow- 
ledged. The  consciousness  of  this  public  acknowledgment,  will  be  equally  happy 
in  stimulating  the  Society  to  renewed  exertions  for  the  common  good. 

AaKicuHDRAi  Koom.3,  Chestnut  Street,  February  1857. 
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CATALOGUE,* 


CLASS   I. 

HORSES. 

1  Black  Gelding1,  age  8  yrs. 

B.  F.  Clapp,  Delaware  Co.,  exhibitor. 

2  Bay  Trotter,  "  Bellfounder,"  sired  by  "  Kemble." 

James  R.  McBride,  West  Phila.,  exhipitor. 

3  Sorrel  Gelding  for  light  draft,  age  7  years. 

E.  E.  Russel,  Darby,  Del.  Co.,  exhibitor. 

4  Grey  Gelding,  age  7  years.  • 

Win.  Kelly,  No.  1  Vaughan  St.,  bet.  16th  &  17th,  exhibitor. 

5  Bay  Gelding,  age  7  years. 

John  E.  Whiteside,  Haddington,  exhibitor. 

6  Gray  Gelding,  8  years  old. 

Lewis  Smith,  West  Philadelphia,  exhibitor. 

7  Bay  Blood  Colt,  "  Harry,"  age  11  mos.,  by  General  Taylor. 

Samuel  McAlonan,  Lemon  Hill. 

8  Brood  Mare,  age  8. 

Robert  Purvis,  Byberry,  exhibitor. 

9  Bay  Mare,  "  Fanny  Temple,"  age  10,  by  "  Morgan  Black  Hawk,"  out  of  a 

Messenger  mare. 

10  Bay  Colt,  "  Sally  Ann  Taylor,"  age  16  mos,,  by  «  Gen.  Taylor,"  out  of"  Fan- 

ny  Temple." 
William  Dermont,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 

11  Black  Gelding,  age  4. 

12  Gray        "  "    5. 

Charles  Grover,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

13  Roan  Canadian  Pony,  age  9.   yrs. 

G.  Hamilton,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

14  Bay  Gelding,  6  years  old. 

Wm.  Smith,  exhibitor,  Blockley. 

15  Bay  Colt,  3  years  old,  Bellfounder  stock. 

Adam  Siter  Barker,  13  Montgomery  street,  exhibitor. 

16  Black  Hawk  Stallion,  "  Young  Black  Hawk,"  age  6. 

G.  A.  Nugent,  Race  st.  ab.  8th,  exhibitor. 

17  Black  Hawk  Stallion,  "  Othello,"  age  4,— for  light  draught  and  style. 

Charles  T.  Matthews,  10  Sansom  st.,  exhibitor. 

18  Brown  Stallion  Colt,  "Ailanthus,"  age  15 mos.,  by  "Black  Bashaw,"  dam  by 

"SirArchy." 
David  B.  Taylor,  24th  Ward,  exhibitor. 

*  The  numbers  in  this  Catalogue  correspond  to  those  on  the  cards  attached  to  the 
objects. 


19  Black  Canadian  Stallion,  "  Shellbark,"  age  6. 

John  Mowrer,  West  Chester  Road,  exhibitor. 

20  Bay  Stallion,  "  Lion,  Jr.,"  age  15  mos.,  by  "Canadian  Lion." 

C.  G.  Arthur,  Lower  Merrion,  exhibitor. 

21  Bay  Stallion,  "  Gen.  Taylor,"  age  10  mos.,  by  "  Sir  Solomon,"  for  field  and 

road. 

22  Bay  Stallion,  "  Young  Gen.  Taylor,"  age  6,  for  road. 

Jno.  Stout,  West  Phila. 

23  Black  Canadian  Stallion,  "  Consolidation,"  age  2. 

Joseph  T.  Smith,  Blockley. 

24  Bay  Stallion,  "  St.  Lawrence,  Jr.,"  age  6,  by  "  St.  Lawrence,"  out  of  a 

Morgan  mare. 
Jos.  Howard,  Broad  and  Germantown  Road. 

25  Sorrel  Roan  Horse  Colt,  age  16  mos.,  by  "Mayday,"  out  of  a  Messenger  mare. 

Franklin  S.  Wells,  13  Ogden  St.,  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

26  Chesnut  Stallion,  "  Ben  Franklin,"  age  12,  by  "  Mingo,"  out  of  "  Singed  Cat." 

Austin  Mellor,  Hunter  ab.  10th  St.,  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

27  Black  Horse  Colt,  "  Young  Black  Hawk,"  between  2  and  4  yrs. 

Anthony  Reybold,  Delaware  City,  exhibitor. 

28  Bay  Stallion,  "  Young  St.  Lawrence,"  by  "  St.  Lawrence,"  7  years  old. 

Roberts  &  Castlebury,  exhibitors,  Lower  Providence,  Montgomery  Co. 

29  Mare,  Virginia  Bred,  Bay,  9  years. 

J.  M.  Davis,  Philadelphia,  exhibitor. 

30  Bay  Mare,  with  "  Black  Hawk"  Colt:  Mare  9  yrs.  old;  Colt  3 }  mos. 

Edgar  M.  Black,  exhibitor. 

31  Sorrel  Horse,  for  field  and  road,  6  years  old. 

Jas.  B.  Walker,  Montg'y.  Co.,  exhibitor. 

32  Jenny,  14  years  old. 

Atwood  Grace,  Brown  street,  Philadelphia,  exhibitor. 

33  Black  Colt,  2  years  old,  Mingo  stock, 

Wm.  T.  Queen,  Chester  Co.,  exhibitor. 

34  Brown  "  Black  Hawk"  Gelding,  age  9. 

H.  Tilden,  Broad  and  Brown  sts.,  exhibitor. 
34*  Bay  Mare,  "  Dolly"  and  colt ;  mare  8  years  old,  colt  3  months  old. 
O.  Sheridan,  Chestnut  Hill,  exhibitor. 

35  Roan  Horse,  4  years  old. 

A.  P.  Dobbin,  Philadelphia,  exhibitor. 
36*  Brown  Mare,  8  years  old. 

36  Sorrel  Horse,  for  the  Road,  age  8. 

W.  E.  Skillman,  23d  and  South  street,  exhibitor. 

37  Black  Horse  for  harness,  age  5,  by  "  Bashaw." 

Wm.  F.  Pitfield,  Buttonwood  ab.  6th,  exhibitor. 
38*  Sorrel  Roan  Mare,  "  Lady  Worrell,"  5  years  old. 

W.  Davis,  Jr.  Del.  Co.,  exhibitor. 
39*  Pair  Dark  Bay  Horses,  7  years  old,  heavy  and  light  draft. 

J.  Jeffrey,  Chester,  Del.  Co.,  exhibitor. 
38-9  Pair  Matched  Chestnut  Horses. 

40  Bay  Gelding. 

E.  K.  Conklin,  exhibitor. 

41  Bay  Horse  "  Harry,"  age  6. 

F.  G.  Saxton,  4th  an  1  Gaskillsts.,  exhibitor. 
42-3  Pair  Black  Matched  Geldings. 

E.  K.  Conklin,  exhibitor. 
44-6  Three  Driving  Geldings. 

W.  Henderson,  Hestonville,  exhibitor. 
47-8  Pair  Black  Geldings  for  style  and  speed,  age  6. 

Jacob  Johnson,  Sumney  Township,  Montgomery  Co.,  exhibitor. 
49  Bay  Mare  Colt,  age  16  mos. 

Charles  Gamble,  24th  Ward,  exhibitor. 


50  Bay  Gelding,  age  7  yrs. 

John  L.  Gorman,  West  Phila. 

51  Iron  Gray  Colt,  age  2,  by  Jackson  Horse. 

Matthew  Riley,  Belmont,  exhibitor. 

52  Bay  Mare  and  "Black Hawk"  Colt;  Mare  by  "  Plough  Boy,"  age  6  yrs  •  a^e 

ofColt3Jmos.  ;J 

Frederick  Kite,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 

53  Grey  Horse,  "  Charles,"  Ladies'  Hackney,  aged  6. 

Job  Litzenberg,  Haddington,  exhibitor. 

54  Roan  Horse,  age  7. 

N.  T.  Irvin,  265  Green  st.,  exhibitor. 
55-6  Pair  Bay  Matched  Horses,  ages  6, — half  brothers. 

John  McGowan,  Bridesburg,  exhibitor. 
57  Chestnut  Sorrel  Saddle  Horse,  age  10. 

H.  G.  Litzenberg,  Athensville,  Montgomery  Co.,  exhibitor. 
58-9  Pair  of  Canadian  Ponies — Black  and  Bay. 

Walter  Newbold,  Springfield,  Burlington  Co.,  N.  J.,  exhibitor. 

60  Bay  Mare,  "  Fairy,"  7  years,  with  colt  age  5  months. 

Owen  Sheridan,  Chestnut  Hill,  exhibitor. 

61  Bay  Mare,  "  Fanny,"  age  8  years,  colt  age  3  months. 

Owen  Sheridan,  Chestnut  Hill,  exhibitor. 

62  Sorrel  Mare  Colt,  age  3,  by  "Madison  Hunter,"  dam  by  "Sir  Harry,"  out  of 

a  blood  mare. 
James  Loughery,  Cobb  Creek,  exhibitor. 

63  Bay  Mare,  "  Fanny  Anderson,"  age  5,  by  "  John  Anderson." 

Charles  Comly,  By  berry,  exhibitor. 

64  Strawberry  Roan  Gelding,  age  9. 

William  C.  Smith,  Blockley,  exhibitor. 

65  Bay  Gelding,  age  6. 

Dillaplain  R.  Austin,  Blockley,  exhibitor. 

66  Bay  Mare,  "  Flora  Temple,"  age  2  years. 

Wm.  D.  Thomas,  Nicetown,  exhibitor. 

67  Brown  Mare,  "Fanny,"  age  6  yrs.,  and  Colt  age  3  mos. 

Wm.  C.  Lester,  Blockley,  exhibitor. 

68  Black  Mare,  "  Jenny"  and  foal,  age  22,  Colt  age  4£  mos. 

Daniel  M.  Jones,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 

69  Bay  Mare,  (thorough  bred)  age  14,  and  Colt  age  3  mos. 

Geo.  W.  Gray,  Chestnut  ab.  Broad,  exhibitor. 

70  Sorrel  Gelding,  age  5,  by  "  Bashaw." 

James  M.  Marks,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

71  Bay  Mare.  "  Mayflower,"  age  6,  by  "  Henry  Mayday,"  dam  by  "  Saladin." 

72  Brown  Mare,  age  6,  by  "Black  Bashaw,"  dam  by  "American  Perry." 

Wm.  C.  Shuler,  Broadband  Germantown  Road,  exhibitor. 

73  Brown  Colt,  age  5. 

Geo.  Sterr,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

74  Sorrel  Mare,  6  years  old. 

M.  Whiteside,  exhibitor. 

75  Bay  Gelding,  "  Jack  Person,"  age  7,  by  "  Henry  Mayday,"  dam  by  "  An- 

drew Jackson." 

Joseph  Howard,  Broad  and  Germantown  Road,  exhibitor. 

76  Bay  Trotting  Mare,  "  Lady  Jane,"  age  8. 

77  Black  Riding  Gelding, "  Black  Hawk,"  age  6 — for  beauty,  strength  and  style. 

Enoch  Cloud,  16th  and  Race,  exhibitor. 

78  Roan  Gray  Colt,  age  4,  sired  by  "  Morgan," — draft  and  road  horse. 

Morgan  Davis,  654  Green  st.,  exhibitor. 

79  Brown  Mare,  age  9  yrs.,  and  Colt,  age  3}  mos. — for  work  and  draught. 

Chas.  Palmer,  Darby  Township,  Del.  Co.,  exhibitor. 

80  Brown  Colt,  age  5  yrs. 

Isaac  Myars,  Jr.,  Maiden  Lane,  exhibitor. 


81  Bay  Poney,  "  Hiram,"  for  single  harness,  age  8. 

Jno.  G.  Shoemaker,  211  Archst.,  exhibitor. 

82  Brown  Colt,  age  2  years. 

Jacob  S.  Smith,  24th  Ward,  exhibitor. 

83  Dark  Brown  Pacer,  Gelding,  age  7  yrs. 

Chas.  W.  Carnes,  824  South,  west  of  20th,  exhibitor. 

87  1  pair  Chestnut  Morgan  Matched  Horses,  6  yrs. 

88  1  pair  Black-Black  Hawk  Horses  Matched,6  yrs. 

E.  K.  Conklin,  Philadelphia. 

89  Mare  and  Colt,  6  yrs.  and  3  mos. 

Isaac  Newton,  Philadelphia. 

90  Imported  Italian  Jack. 

Isaac  Newton,  Philadelphia. 

91  Cart  Horse,  age  6  yrs. 

David  E.  Haner,  Brown  st.,  Philadelphia, 

92  Dark  Gray  Mare,  5  yrs.  old,  family  mare. 

P.  Litzenberg,  W.  Philadelphia. 

93  Brown  Mare  and  Colt,  Colt  by  "  Fagdown." 

94  Grey  Mare  and  Colt,  Colt  by  a  Canadian  horse. 

John  Scott,  Belmont. 

95  Large  Bay  Gelding,  age  7  yrs. 

96  Small  Bay  Gelding,  age  7  yrs. 

John  R.  Gheen,  W.  Philadelphia. 

97  Gray  Arab  Horse,  age  10  yrs. 

Morgan  H.  Jones,  Philadelphia,  exhibitor. 
202  Iron  Gray  "  Messenger"  Horse,  "  Sevastopol,"  age  6 ;  for  road  and  nY 
W.  Vanzant,  Montgomery  Square,  Montgom.  Co. 


CLASS  II. 

NEAT  CATTLE. 


100  Devon  Bull,  Massasoit,  age  2  years. 
101-2  Two  Devon  Cows,  over  4  yrs. 

103  Devon  Heifer,  between  2  and  3  yrs.  ^  £ 

Geo.  F.  Curwen,  Lower  Merrion,  Montgomery  Co.,  exhibitor. 

104  Durham  Cow.  ^^ 

Robert  Purvis,  Byberry,  exhibitor. 

105  Devon  Bull,  "  Buck,"  age  4£  yrs. 

106  do      do     "Berry,"  do     do 

107  do    Cow,  "  Lillie,"  age  7  yrs. 

108  do      do    "  Devon,"  age  5  yrs. 

109  do    Bull,  "  Prince,"  age  2J  yrs. 

110  do    Heifer,  "  Kate,"  1 J  yrs. 

111  do      Bull,  10  mos. 

112  do      Heifer,  »  Eugenie,"  1  \  yrs. 

Joseph  C.  Longstrelh,  White  Marsh,  Montgomery  Co.,  exhibitor. 

114  Red  and  White  Heifer,  age  2  yrs.  and  1  mo. 

Francis  Gallagher,  17th  and  Shippen  sts.,  exhibitor. 

115  Streakwater  Heifer,  16  months  old. 

Geo.  Eltonhead,  24th  Ward,  exhibitor. 

116  Grade  Cow,  age  7  years, 

G.  &  D.  Smith,  exhibitors. 

117  Grade  Heifer,  8  months. 


118  Devon  Heifer,  15  months. 

119  Do        do        2  years. 

Isaac  Newton,  Philadelphia,  exhibitor. 

123  Red  Cow  Grade,  age  7  years. 

124  Roan  Grade  Calf,  age  9  months. 

Edward  Gorman,  Greenwich  Point  on  Delaware,  exhibitor. 

125  Grade  Heifer,  "  Dairy  Maid,"  age  8  mos. 

126  Thorough  bred  Heifer,  "  Sally,"  age  16  mos. 

127  Grade  Heifer,  "  Queen,"  age  2  yrs. 

128  Roan  Grade  Cow,  over  4  years. 

Robert  Little,  exhibitor. 
128  Roan  Grade  Cow,  over  4  yrs. 
141-2  Pair  of  Red  Working  Oxen,  age  9  yrs. 
John  G.  Frame,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 

143  Red  and  White  Durham  Cow,  "  Lady  Thomas,"  age  3  years. 

144  Red  Durham  Heifer,  "  Susannah,"  age  16  months. 

144*  Dun  Alderney  Heifer,  "  Betty,"  age  18  months,  Wm.  D.  Rickards.  Berkley, 
exhibitor. 

145  Red  and  White  Alderney  Cow,  "  Beauty,"  age  3  years. 

146  Red  and  White    Grade  Heifer,  « Sarah,"  age  16  months,  Wm.  S.  Torr, 

West  Philadelphia,  exhibitor. 

147  Red  and  White  Grade  Bull,  age  14  months,  Lewis   Smith,  West  Philada. 

exhibitor. 
148 

149  Roan  Durham  Heifer,  "Buttercup,"  1  1-2  years  old. 

150  do  "Mayflower,"  1  1-2  years  old. 

151  Red  and  White  Bull,  "  Lord  Barrington." 
152 

153 
154 
155 
156 

Dennis  Kelly,  exhibitor. 

157  Dun  Alderney  Bull,  "Zach  Taylor,"  age  2  yrs. 

Wm.  C.  Lester,  exhibitor. 

158  Dun  Alderney  Cow,  "  Lucy,"  age  7  yrs. 

159  do         do  do    "  Hannah,"  age  3£  yrs. 

160  Spotted  Alderney  Calf,  "  Lilly,"  age  7  mos. 

Peter  Rose,  Blockley,  exhibitor. 

161  Dun  Alderney  Cow,  "  Bluey,"  age  8  yrs. 

162  do        do        Heifer,  "Betty,"  age  11  mos. 

163  do        do  do      "  Sallie,"  age  2 1  yrs. 

164  do        do        Bull,  "  Solomon,"  age  2£  yrs. 

Wm.  Suplee,  Blockley. 
164*  Red  Durham  Cow,  age  7  yrs. 

165  Red  and  White  Durham  Cow,  age  3  yrs.,  and  Calf. 

Samuel  Cooper,  20th  Ward,  exhibitor. 

166  Spotted  Grade  Bull,  "  Prince,"  age  3  yrs. 

C.  J.  Arthur,  Lower  Merrion,  exhibitor. 

167  Spotted  Grade  Cow  and  Calf,  5  yrs.,  Calf  7  weeks. 

Thomas  Humphreys,  Lower  Merrion,  exhibitor. 

168  Red  and  White  Alderney  Bull,  age  21£  yrs. 

169  do  do     Grade  Bull,  Alderney  and  Durham,  age  16  mos. 

Thomas  Bealer,  Lower  Merrion,  exhibitor. 

170  Durham  Cow,  Sallie,  age  4  years. 

171  do         Annie,  age  4  years. 

172  Heifer,  Primrose,  age  1  year. 

173  do       Beauty,  age  1  year. 

174  do       Miss  Kerby,  age  18  months. 

175  Durham  Heifer,  Nell,  age  2  1-2  years,  with  twin  calve 


176  Durham  Cow,  Blossom,  age  2  1-2  years. 

177  Ox  "  Buck,"  age  6  years. 

178  Ox  "  Berry,"  age  6  years. 

Owen  Sheridan,  Chestnut  Hill,  exhibitor. 
178*  Red  and  White  Durham  Cow,  age  7  yrs. 

179  do  do  do        do    do    5  yrs. 

180  Roan  Durham  Cow,  age  3  yrs. 

181  White    do        do     do  4  yrs. 
182 

Joseph  Palmer,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 

183  Roan  Durham  Cow,  "  Jenny  Lind,"  age  5  yrs. 

184  White  and  Red  Durham  Cow,  "  Florinda,"  age  4  yrs. 

185  Roan  Mixed  Breed  Cow,  "  Beauty,"  age  7  yrs. 

Henry  Palmer,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 
186-7  Dark  Red  Mixed  Breed,  Working  Oxen,  age  4  years. 

188  White  Heifer,  "  Snow  Ball,"  16  mos. 

John  J.  Hoopes,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor.  • 

189  Cow,  Springer. 

Frederick  Riter,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 
190-1  Yoke  Red  Working  Oxen,  age  6. 

192  Red  Grade  Bull,  age  10  mos. 

193  Black  Durham  Cow,  age  7  years. 

194  Red  and  White  Durham  Heifer,  age  14  months. 

195  Red  Durham  Heifer,  age  7  months. 

196  Dun  Grade  Heifer,  age  1  year.     Samuel  McAlonan,  Lemon  Hill. 
197 

198  Grade  Cow,  age  11  years,  John  Turner,  23d  Ward,  exhibitor. 
199 

200  Red  Grade  Heifer,  age  2£  yrs. 

201  do    Devon  Cow,  age  5  yrs. 

203  do      do      Heifer,  age  7  weeks. 

W.  Vanzant,  Montgomery  Square,  Montg.  Co.,  exhibitor. 

204  Red  and  White  Alderney  Bull,  "  St.  Nicholas,"  age  5,  bred  by  heirs  of 

Nicholas  Biddle. 

205  Red  and  White  Alderney  Heifer,  "  Empress,"  age  2£  years,  and  Calf,  bred 

by  Prof.  Gibson. 

206  Red  and  White  Alderney  Bull,  "  Passaic,"  age  7  months,  sired  in  Island  of 

Jersey,  dam  imported  by  R.  L.  Colt,  Patterson,  N.  J. 

207  Dun  and  White  Brittany  Cow,  "  Kate  Kearney,"  aged  10  years,  of  the 

"  Girard  Importation." 

208  Dun  and  White  Brittany,  "Viola,"  aged  7  years. 

209  do  do        do         "  Nelly,"  age  3  years,  and  Calf. 

210  do  do        Grade  Heifer,  "  Marion."    Alderney  and  Brittany,  age 

16  months. 
210*  Dun  and  White  Grade,  "Grace,"  Alderney  and  Brittany,  age  14  months. 

211  do  do        do      "  Effie,"  Alderney  and  Native,  age  14  months. 
211*  do              do        do      "Maggie,"  Alderney  and  Brittany,  age  11  months. 

212  Red  and  White     do      "  Jessie,"  Alderney  and  Devon,  age  14  months. 

213  Dun  and     do        do      "  Belle,"  Alderney  and  Brittany,  14  months.     Dr. 

Twaddell,  Maylandville,  exhibitor. 

214  Devon  Bull. 

Isaac  Pearson,  Torrisdale,  exhibitor. 

215  Grade  Heifer,  Devon  and  Alderney,  age  2  yrs. 

216  do     Cow,        do  do  age  bet.  3  and  4  yrs. 

217  do      Ayrshire  Heifer,  "  Whiteface,"  age  3  yrs. 

Charles  W.  Harrison,  Torrisdale,  exhibitor. 
218 
219 
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220-1  Pairs  Devon  Oxen. 

George  Blight,  22d  Ward,  exhibitor. 

222  Bay  Durham  Cow,  over  4  yrs. 

223  Red  Durham  Heifer,  "Emma,"  10}  mos.,  by  "  Lord  Barrington." 

John  McGowan,  Bridesburg,  exhibitor. 
224-5  Two  Fat  Steers,  age  5  yrs. 

Nelson  Wentz,  24th  Ward,  exhibitor. 

230  Red  and  White  Durham  Bull,  »  Bill,"  age  16  mos. 

231  Red  Grade  Heifer,«age  14  mos. 

Richard  Cartwright,  North  Penn,  exhibitor. 

232  Alderney  Bull,  age  2  yrs. 

233  Short  Horn  Bull,  age  1  yr. 
234-6  Three  Durham  Bulls,  age  1  yr. 
237  Devon  Cows,  age  2  yrs. 
238-42  Five  Devon  Heifers,  age  1  yr. 

243  Devon  Calf,  age  4  mos. 

Aaron  Clement,  9th  bel.  South,  exhibitor 

244  Grade  Heifer,  2  years  old. 

Jas.  Little,  24th  Ward,  exhibitor. 

245  Roan  Cow,  5  years  old  (Roni). 

Henry  Palmer,  Delaware  Co.,  exhibitor. 

246  Cow  and  Heifer. 

Benjamin  Chew,  Germantown.  exhibitor. 

247  Durham  Bull,  "  Bachelor,"  age  2  mos. 

P.  K.  Lambert,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

248  Lassie,  Ayreshire,  out  of  imported  Cow,  by  Bull  Geordie,  10  years  old. 

249  Nellie,  out  of  Lassie,  by  Durham  Bull,  2  years  old. 

W.  Struthers,  Blockley,  exhibitor. 

244  Grade  Heifer.  2  years  old,  James  Little,  24th  Ward. 

245  1  Roan  Cow,  5  years  old,  (Roni,)  Henry  Palmer,  Delaware  Co. 

246  1  Cow  and  Heifer,  Benjamin  Chew,  Germantown. 
Heifer,  age  2. 

Marks  Martin,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 
Durham  Cow,  "  Kate  Kearney  2d,"  age  5  yrs. 

do         do    "  Kate  Kearney  5th,"  age  3  yrs. 

do         do    "  Lady  Margaret,"  age  5  yrs. 

do        Bull,  "Harry  Lorrequer,"  age  11  mos. 

do       Heifer,  "  Kit,"  age  18  mos. 

do  do       "  Lilly,"  age  18  mos. 

do  do       •'  Miss  Louisa,"  age  11  mos. 

Charles  Kelly,  Kellysville,  Del.  Co.,  exhibitor. 
Durham  Bull,  "  Gen.  Scott,"  age  2  yrs.  11  mos. 

Wm.  Divine,  Cheltenham,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa. 
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CLASS  III. 

SHEEP. 

300  2  Cotswold  Bucks,  over  1  yr. 

1     do   and  South  Down  Buck,  over  1  yr. 

301  3    do    Buck  Lambs,  between  4  and  8  mos. 
302-3  10  Cotswold  Ewes,  over  1  year  old. 

Murphy  &  Flynn,  Wilmington,  Del.,  exhibitors. 

304  South  Down  Buck,  age  2  yrs. 

305  3  do      do        do    age  2  yrs. 

306  3  Cotswold       do    age  1  yr. 
307-8  6  South  Down  Ewes,  age  1  yr. 

Aaron  Clement,  S.  9th  st.,  exhibitor. 
311-12  8  Tartar  Sheep, 

313  4  Half  Blood  Tartar  Bucks,  age  16  mos. 

314  4    do      do        do    Ewes, 

Bred  from  full  blood  Tartar  Buck  and  Leicester  Ewe. 
Dr.  G.  Emerson,  Philadelphia,  exhibitor. 

315  Three  Merino  Sheep. 

Nelson  Wentz,  24th  Ward. 

316  One  Buck  and  5  South  Down  Ewes. 

Jas.  Thornton,  Jr.,  Byberry. 

317  Two  South  Down  Ewes  and  2  lambs. 

Chas.  Comly,  Byberry. 
349  Goat  with  Four  Kids ;  one  Goat,  7  mos. 

J;  W.  Murphy,  20th  and  Pine,  exhibitor. 


GLASS  IV. 

SWINE. 

/ 

400  Suffolk:  Sow  17  mos.,  and  five  Pigs,  age  8  weeks. 

Robert  Purvis,  Byberry,  exhibitor. 

401  Chester  Co.  Boar,  age  10^  mos. 

402  do  Sow,  age  1  yr. 

John  McGowan,  Bridesburg,  exhibitor. 
403-4  6  Chester  Co.  Swine,  age  1  yr. 

405  4        do  Pigs,  age  4  weeks. 

406  Chester  Co.  Boar,  age  1  yr. 

James  Pulley,  Insane  Hospital,  exhibitor. 

407  Suffolk  and  Berkshire  Grade  Boar,  age  1  yr. 

A.  Clement,  exhibitor. 

408  Berkshire  Sow  and  6  Pigs,  4  mos. 

Jos.  Newbold,  Byberry. 

409  Suffolk  Sow  and  Pigs. 

410  Two  Brookshire  Pigs,  4  mos. 

Jas.  Thornton,  Jr.,  Byberry. 

411  Suffolk  Boar,  17  mos. 

Robert  Purvis,  Byberry. 
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CLASS  Y. 

POULTRY. 

500  Coop  containing  White  Shanghai  Fowls. 
501-2  2  Coops  Buff  Shanghai  Fowls. 

John  McGowan,  Brideshurg,  exhibitor. 

510  Coop  Geese. 

Joseph  Longstreth,  White  Marsh,  Montgomery  Co.,  exhibitor. 

511  Coop  Buff  Shangai  Fowls. 

512  do  White    do  do 
512*  do  Buff        do 

513  do  Brahma  Pootra    do 

514  do  White  Shanghai  do 

515*  do  White  Japan  Silk  Fowls. 

516  do  Sumatra  Pheasant  Game  Fowls. 

517  do  Wild  Indian  Mountain  Game  do 
518*  do  Pheasant  Bantam  do 

519  do     Black  Poland  do 

James  T.  Crabb,  M.  D.,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

520  Coop  Black  Spanish. 

521  do    Creoles  and  Silver  Pheasants  or  Ducks,  every  day  layers. 

522  do     Dorking  Fowls. 
522*  do     Pheasant  Bantams. 
523-4  2  Coops  Ducks. 

Farm.  Cooper,  20th  ward. 

525  Coop  3  Bramah  Pootra  Fowls, 

526  3  Cochin  China,        do 

527  6  Bramah  Pootra,  do 
527*  6  Bramah  Pootra,    do 

528  6  Cochin  China,  do 
528*  6  Cochin  China,  do 
528f  Case  Stuffed  Chickens. 

James  Taylor,  Callowhill,  ab.  9th,  exhibitor. 

529  6  Bramah  Pootra  do 
529*  6  Cochin  China,       do 

James  Gillespie,  West  Philadelphia,  exhibitor. 
529f  Case  containing  Chicken,  "  nondescript." 
A.  S.  Small,  West  Philadelphia. 

530  Coop  containing  6  Shanghai  Fowls. 

John  McLorly,  Market  ab.  19th,  exhibitor. 

531  Coop  containing  1  Two-Horned  Rooster. 

John  Prifold,  609  N.  5th  st.,  exhibitor. 

532  Coop  of  Gray  Shanghai. 

Thos.  Palmer,  24th  Ward,  exhibitor. 

533  Coop  Buff  Shanghais, 
do  do 

Cochin  China. 
Buff  Shanghais. 
Bramah  Pootras. 
White  Japan  Silk  Fowl. 
China  do     do 

Japan  do    do 

do  do    do 

containing  Pheasant  Bantams, 
do  do 


534 

do 

535 

do 

536 

do 

537 

do 

538 

do 

539 

do 

540 

do 

541 

do 

542 

do 

543 

do 
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544  Coop  White  Poland  Fowls. 

545  do  Black       do     do 

546  do  Alsbury  Duck. 

547  do  Poland       do 

548  do  Common   do 

S.  C.  Radford,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 
549—51  Three  Coops  Shanghai  Fowls. 

Robert  Purvis,  Byberry  Township,  exhibitor. 

552  Coop  White  Burmese  Geese. 

Wm.  T.  Bunker,  Blockley,  exhibitor. 

553  do     Gray  Shanghai,  age  10  months. 

Thomas  Palmer,  24th  Ward,  exhibitor. 

554  do     Containing  1  pair  Shanghai  Chickens. 

Robert  Purves,  16th  above  Wallace,  exhibitor. 
do     Golden  Pheasants  Creoles. 

James  Ridings,  Philadelphia. 


CLASS   VI. 

IMPLEMENTS  AND  MACHINERY. 

SECTION  L— TILLAGE.  g 

1000  Cart  and  Harrow  or  Clod-crusher  combined.     Charles  Bradfield,  inventor 

and  patentee;  Bradfield  and  Jenks,  6th  and  Germantown  Road,  makers 
and  deps. 

1001  Rotary  Plough,  or  Giant  Earth  Grubber,  for  one  or  more  horses.     C.  Brad- 

field, inventor;  Bradfield  and  Jenks,  makers  and  deps. 

1002  Patent  Corn  Planter,  improved  by  C.  Bradfield ;   Bradfield  and  Jenks, 

makers  and  deps. 

1003  Potatoe  Dropper.     Bradfield  and  Jenks,  makers  and  deps. 

1004  2  Smith's   Sod  Ploughs.     D.  Landreth  &  Son,  21  and  23.  S.  6th  street, 

makers  and  deps. 

1005  4  Milles' Improved  Ploughs,  different  sizes, 

1006  Deitz  Plough,  do 

1007  4  Peacock's  Plough,  do 

1008  2  Wiggins'     "  do 

1009  Bull's 

1010  Skeleton  Plough  or  Cultivator, 

1011  4  Cultivators,  different  patterns,  do 

1012  2  Geddes'  Harrows,  do 

1013  Expanding  and  Reversible  Harrows, 

1014  Corn  Planter,  Wren's  Patent, 

1015  Grass  Seed  Sower  and  Barrow, 

1016  Left  Hand  Eagle  Plough,  No.  40, 

1017  Deep  Tiller,  do 

1018  Gang  do 

1019  5  Self-Sharpening  Ploughs,  different  sizes, 

1020  3  Hillside  do  do 

1021  2  Ridging  do  do 

1022  Michigan  Sod  and  Subsoil  Plough, 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

depositor, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
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1023  2  One  Horse  Furrow  Ploughs,  D.  Landreth  and  Son,  21  and  23  South  6th 

st.,  makers  and  deps. 

1024  3  Eagle  Subsoil               do            do  do  do 

1025  Mapes        do                  do  do  do 

1026  Large  Expanding  Harrow,  do  do 

1027  Universal  Cultivator,  do  do 

1028  Hand  Cultivator,  do  do 

1029  Hand  Plough,  do  do 

1030  Emery's  Seed  Drill,  do  do 

1031  Grass  Seed  Sower,  do  do 

1032  3  Brush  Drills,  different  sizes,  do  do 

1033  Grain  and  Seed  Drills.     Stacey's  Pat.  do  do 

1034  3  Bundles  Spades,  different  patterns,  do  do 

1035  3       do       Shovels,                 do  do  do 
1036'  3       do      Hoes,                     do  do  do 

1037  5      do       Manure  Forks,      do  do  do 

1038  Lot  draining  Pipe  and  Tiles,  do  do 

1039  Field  Roller,  do  do 

1040  2  Garden  Rollers,  do  do 

1041  2  Root  Pullers,  do  do 

1042  Lot  Picks  and  Mattocks,  do  do 

1043  Lot  Grubbing  and  Tussock  Hoes,  do  do 

1044  Dock  Extractor,  do  do 

1045  Lot  Potatoe  Drags,  do  do 

1046  Lot  Dung  Drags.  do  do 

1047  Six  bags  Cancerine,  or  Fish  Manure ;  Ingham  &  Beasly,  Goshen,  N.  J., 

manufacturer's,  Allen  &  Needles,  23  S.  4th,  deps. 

1048  Six  barrels  Phosphate  of  Lime  ;  Allen  &  Needles  makers  and  deps. 

1049  Corn  and  Seed  Planter,  and  Manure  Dropper ;  Rufus  Russel,  Sunderland, 

Mass.,  dep. 

1050  2  Bbls.  improved  supr.  Phosphate  of  Lime,  made  and  exhibited  by  John  L. 

Pomeroy,  10  S.  Wharves. 

1051  2  Bbls.  Chemical  Fertilizer,  made  and  exhibited  by  John  L.  Pomeroy,  No. 

10  S.  Wharves. 

1052  Lot  Hay  and  Manure  Forks,  Sheble&  Lawson,  200,  N.  2nd.,  mks.  and  deps. 

1053  Potato  and  Corn  Plough  or  Cultivator,  Bradfield  and  Jenks,  mks.  and  deps. 

1054  Lot  Drainage,  Water  and  Heating  Pipes,  Geo.  Link,  7th  below  Germantown 

Road,  maker  and  depositor. 

1055  Lot  Shovels  and  Spades ;  David  Snyder,  24th  Ward,  maker  and  dep. 

1056  Lot  Draining  Tiles;  C.  Carnell,  Germantown  Road  ab.  5th,  maker  and 

dep. 

1057  Brick-making  Machine ;         do  do  do 

1058  Three  Centre  Draught  Ploughs,  diff't  sizes ;  C.  B.  Rodgers,  maker  and  dep. 

1059  No.  40  Eagle  Ploughs, 

1060  Rich's  Iron  Beam  Ploughs, 

1061  Two  Double  Michigan  Plough, 

1062  Wedge  Tooth  Cultivator, 

1063  Two  Screw  Tooth   do 

1064  One  Plough  do 

1065  Two  Garden  Rollers,  different  sizes, 

1066  One  Land  do 

1067  Pea  Planter, 

1068  Parallel  Cultivator, 

1069  Two  Subsoil  Ploughs,  right  and  left  hand, 

1070  Corn  Planter, 

1071  Potato  Plough, 

1072  Lime  and  Guano  Spreader, 

1073  Hunt's  Patent  Grain  Drill, 

Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  7th  and  Market,  deps. 

1074  Pennock's  Improved  Slide  Grain  Drill,  do  do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
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1075  Pennock's  Corn  Planter,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  7th  &  Market,  deps. 

1076  McFarland's,        do 

1077  Dickey's  do 

1078  Malone's  Hand  Corn  Planter, 

1079  Wakefield's   do  do 

1080  Ruggles'  Corn  Dropper, 

1090  Wells'  Seed  Sower, 

1091  Small  Brush  Seed  Sower, 

1092  Turnip  Drill, 

1093  Pea  Planter, 

1094  Square  Expanding  Harrow,  Polished  steel  Teeth, 

1095  Large  Geddes  Harrow,  do  do 

1096  Small,      do        do  do  do 

1097  Large  Double  Scotch  Harrow, 

1098  Knox's  Horse  Hoes,  three  sizes,  No's.  1,  2,  3, 

1099  Knox's  Carrot  Weeder, 
1000*  Peckham's  Improved  Expanding  Cultivator, 
1001*  Boa's  Expanding  Cultivator, 
1002*  Savery's  Cast  Tooth  Cultivators,  two  kinds, 
1003*  Bateman's  Hand  Plows, 
1004*  Bateman's  Hand  Cultivators, 
1005*  Wheel  Scuffle  Hoe  or  Weeder, 
1006*  Robinson's  Improved  Patent  Wheel  Hoe, 
1007*  Allen's  Patent  Carrot  Weeder, 
1008*  Cooper's  Lime  Spreader, 
1009*      do      Lime  and  Guano  Spreader, 
1010*      do      Guano  Spreader, 
1011*      do      Guano  Spreader  for  Plough, 
1012*  Double  Michigan  Right  Hand  Plough,  five  sizes, 
1013*  Double  Michigan  Moore's,  do 
1014*  Double  Michigan  Left  Hand,       do  two  sizes, 
1015*  Eagle  Self-Sharpening  Ploughs,  five  sizes, 
1016*  Eagle  Township  Plough, 
1017*  Eagle  Self-Sharpener,  Left  Hand,   do 
1018*  Eagle  Side  Hill,     do    five  sizes, 
1019*  Eagle  Subsoil  Plows,  four  sizes, 
1020*  Pounty  and  Mears  Centre  Draft,  seven  sizes, 
1021*  Moore's  Ploughs,  made  by  George  Churnside,  of  Wilmington, 

five  sizes, 
1022*  Blaker's  Ploughs,  four  sizes, 
1023*  Deep  Tiller  Ploughs,  three  sizes, 
1024*  Eagle,        do  two      do 

1025*  Proulty's  Subsoil,    two      do 
1026*  Ruggles,  Nourse,  &  Co.'s  Steel  Ploughs,  2  sizes. 
1027*      do  do  Steel  Subsoil. 

1028*  Iron  Potato  Plough. 
1029*  Ridging  Plough,  2  sizes. 
1030*  Iron  Swivel  Plough. 
1031*  Hall  &  Speer's  Iron  Plough,' 3  sizes. 
1032*  Wiley  Ploughs,  2  sizes. 
1033*  Rich  Iron  Side  Hill  Plough. 
1034*  Buckman's  Double  Plough. 
1035*  Hall  &  Speir's  Iron  Swivel  Plough. 
.1036*  Iron  Harrow;  John  Hutchinson,  maker  and  depos.  Grey's  Ferry  Road, 
1037*  Three  bbls.    Poudrette  ;    Peyson  &   Shoemaker,  12  Goldsmith's  Hall 

makers  and  depos. 
1038*  3  Kegs  American  Feritilizer, 

Geo.  A.  Lyman,  19  S.  Front,  makers  and  depos. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

dp 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

in, 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

15 

1039*  Grain  Drills. 

Thomas  &  Gould,  Philipsburgh,  N.  J.,  makers  and  depos. 
1040*  Ditching  Machine,  D.  Landreth  &  Sons,  makers  and  depositors. 

1041*  16  Cultivators,  do 

1042*  Iron  Frame  Cultivator,  do 

1043*  2  Square  Harrows,  do 

Morris'  Side  Hill  and  Level  Land  Plow. 
1044*  Square  Expanding  Harrow,  Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  depositors. 
1045*  Display  of  Anus  &  Sons  Spades  and  Shovels,  Paschall  Morris,  &  Co., 

depositors. 
1046*  Display  of  Rowland's  Cast  Steel  Spades  and  Shovels,  Paschall  Morris, 

&  Co.,  depositors. 
1047*  17  extra  quality  Tuttle  Hoes  with  Short  Handles,  Paschall  Morris,  & 

Co.,  depositors. 
1048*  Genera]  display  Partridge's  Cast  Steel  Manure  Forks,   Manure  Drags, 

Potatoe  Drags,  &c.,  Paschall,  Morris,  &  Co.,  depositors. 
1049*  2  Eagle  Ploughs,  do  do  do 

1050*  Display  of  Hay  and  Manure  Forks,  made  by  Sheble  and  Lawson,  Phila., 

Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  depositors. 
1051*  Partridge's  Cast  Steel  Manure  Forks. 
1052*  2  Reversible  Self-Sharpening  Cultivators,  made  by  Geo.  Buckman,  Pine- 

ville,  Pa.,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  depositors. 
1053*  3  Wiggin's  Plows,  different  sizes,  made  by  Geo.  Buckman,  Paschall  Mor- 
ris &  Co.,  depositors. 
1054*  Knox  Horse  Hoes,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  depository 

1055*  Samples  Draining  Tile 
1056*  Complete  set  English  Draining  Tools, 
1057*  Five  Draining  Spades. 
1058*  Draining  Scoops, 
1059*  Polished  Picks  and  Mattocks, 
1060*  Post  Spoon, 
1061*  Post  Diggers  and  Crow  Bars, 
1062*  English  Scuffle  Hoes,  6  sizes, 
1063*  Square  Trucker  Hoes,  6  do 
1062*  Turnip  Hoes,  7  do 

1065*  Hoes  and  Rakes,  5  varieties, 
1066*  Lawn  Rakes,  2  sizes, 
1067*  Garden  Reel  and  Line, 
1068*  Weeding  Spade, 
1069*  Mai.  and  Wrought  Rakes, 
1070*  Case  Garden  Trowels, 


SECTION  II.— GATHERING  CROPS. 

1100  Mowing  Machine.     C.  Bradfield,  inventor;  Bradfield  and  Jenks,  6th  and 

Germantown  Road,  makers  and  deps. 

1101  Model  of  same  for  two  Horses,  do  do  do 

do  do         one  Horse,  do  do  do 

1102  Large  Hay  Rakes,  do  do  do 

1103  Mowing  Machine, 

Joseph  Manning,  Eleventh,  near  Brown,  maker  and  dep. 

1104  2  Self-adjusting  Hay  Elevators,  different  patterns, 

D.  Landreth  &  Son,  makers  and  deps. 

1105  2  Sets  Anti-friction  Blocks  for  Hay  Elevators.  do        do 

1106  Delanos'  Independent  Tooth  Horse  Rakes,  do        do 

1107  Revolving  Horse  Rake,  do        do 

1108  6  Grain  Cradles,  different  patterns,  depositors. 

1109  Lot  Scythes,  different  sizes  and  patterns,  do 
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1110  3  Bundles  Hay  Forks,  different  patterns,  D.  Landreth  &  Son,  mks.  &  deps. 

1111  3      do      Steel  Rakes,  do  do 

1112  3       do      Hay  Rakes,  hand,  do 

1113  Clover  Seed  Gatherer,  do 

1114  Bundle  Scythe  Snathes,  iron,  do 

1115  3     do        do        do  wood,  do 

1116  2  Bundles  Hand  Rakes,  Silas  Roades,  maker,  W.  H.  and  Geo.  Allen  deps. 

1117  Clover  Gatherer;  C.  B.  Rogers,  29  Market  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

1118  Allen's  Mowing  Machine ;  C.  B.  Rogers,  29  Market  st. 

1119  do      Mower  and  Reaper ;        do 

1120  Mower  for  Salt  Grass ;  do 

1121  Mowing  Machine ;  do 

1122  Horse  Hay  Forks,  do 

1123  Improved  Grain  Cradle,  J.  R.  Drake,  Burlington,  N.  J., 

Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  7th 

1124  1  Atkins'  Automaton  Raker,  Reaper  and  Mower, 

1125  2  Manning's  Combined  Reaper  and  Mower, 

1126  Burrall's  Combined  Reaper  and  Mower, 

1127  Ketchum's  Combined  Reaper  and  Mower, 

1128  Allen's  Mower, 

1129  Ketchum's  Mower, 

1130  Danforth's  Mower, 

1131  Halenbaker's  Mower, 

1132  Revolving  Horse  Rake, 

1133  Spring  Tooth  Horse  Rake, 

1134  Large  Man  Rake, 

1135  Half-Dozen  Extra  Three  Bowed  Hand  Rakes, 

1136  do  do     Two  do  do 

1137  do  do     Two         do  Boy's  or  Lady's  Rakes, 

1139  2  Self-Sharpening  Ploughs,  Geo.  Buckman,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  mkr.  and  depos. 

1140  Bar  Shared  Plough,  do  *  do 

1141  2  Self-Sharpening  Plough  Cultivators,     do  do 

1142  Jarret's  Hay  Drag,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  depositors. 

1143  2  Morris  &  Co.  Imp.  Hay  Drag,        do 

1144  Blake's  do  do 

1145  Samples  of  Grass,  Brier  and  Lawn  Scythes,    Paschall  Morris  &  Co.  depos. 

1146  Half  Dozen  Grass  Scythes,  do 

1147  do          Grain      do  do 

1148  do          Brier       do  do 

1149  do  Lawn  do  do 
1100*  1  Case  Extra  Finished  Scythes,  Snathes,  6  diff.  fastenings,  do 
1101*  Six  Grain  Cradles,  different  sizes,  do 
1002*  Jones'  Hay  Drag. 

1103*  Cranberry  Rake. 
1104*  Hay  Drag. 

SECTION  III.— PREPARING   PRODUCTS   FOR   MARKET   OR  CON- 
SUMPTION. 

1150  Smut  and  Cleaning  Machine.      Sam.  M.  Mecutchen,  536  N.  Front  St., 

maker  and  depositor. 

1151  Bran  Duster.  do  do 

1152  Improved  Portable  Mill.  do  do 

1153  Improved  Mill  Bush,  Balance  rine  and  Steps.  do 

1154  Endless  Chain  Horse  Power.     C.  Bradfield,  inventor ;  Bradfield  and  Jenks, 

6th  and  Germantown  Road,  makers  and  depositors. 
1155.  Sausage  Stuffer  and  Lard  Press.     Bradfield  &  Jenks,  mks.  and  depos. 
1156  Feed-Cutter,  Young  America,  do  do 
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1157  Hand-power    Sawing-Machine,   with   R.   W.    Parker's  patent    belting. 

Bradfield  &  Jenks,  makers  and  depositors. 

1158  Grindstones  with  friction  rollers,  do  do 

1159  Hay  and  Cattle  Scales.     Abbott  &  Co.,  9th  and  Melon,  mks.  and  deps. 

1160  Small  Platform  Scales,  do  do 

1161  Self-Sealing  Preserving   Cans.     Arthur,  Burnham  &   Co.,   60  S.    10th, 

makers  and  depositors. 

1162  Fruits  and  Vegetables  in  Cans  and  Jars,  do  do 

1163  Double  Cylinder  Portable  Saw-mill  Engine,  12  horse  power.    A.  L.  Arch- 

ambault,  15lh  above  Willow,  maker  and  depositor. 

D.  Landreth  &  Son,  makers  and  depositors. 

1164  Hand  Straw  and  Corn-stalk  Cutter,  Seely's  Patent. 

1165  Do  do  do        with  churn  attachment,  do 

1166  Reading's  Power  Corn-Sheller,  do 

1167  do  do  with  fan,  do 

1168  4  Hand  Corn-Shellers,  do 

1169  One-Horse  Threshing  Machine,  with  anti-friction  rollers,  do 

1170  One-Horse  Endless  Floor  Horse  Power,  do  do 

1171  Two-Horse  do  do  threshing  ma- 

chine and  shaker.   D.  Landreth  &  Son,  maker  and  depositors. 

1172  Root  Cutter,  do  do 

1173  Eagle  Grain  Fan,  do  do 

1174  Clover  Huller,  do  do 

1175  Portable  Saw-Mill,  do  depositors. 

1176  Portable  Cider-Press,  Hickok's  Patent,  do 

1177  2  Cylindrical  Power  Straw  and  Stalk-Cutters,       do 

1178  do        Hand  do  do 

1179  3  Self-Sharpening  Hay-Cutters,  different  sizes,      do 

1180  3  Hide  Rollers,  Hay  Cutters,  do  do 

1181  Sinclair's  Power  Corn  and  Cob-Crusher,  do 

1182  Little  Giant  do  do 

1183  Power  Churn  (Thermometer)  do 

1184  4  Thermometer  Churns,  different  sizes,  do 

1185  4  Kendall's  Cylinder  Churns,     do  do 

1186  Cheese  Press,  do 

1187  2  Butter  Workers,  different  sizes,  do 

1188  Grain  Fan,  "  Ramborough's,"  do 

1189  do        "  Van  Wagoner's,"  do 

1190  do         "Grant's,"  do 

1191  Royer's  Fodder-Cutter,  do 

1192  Grain  Mill  for  hand  or  power,  do 

1193  2       Do              power  alone,  do 

1194  4  Farmer's  Boilers,  different  sizes,  do 

1195  4  Sausage-Cutters,        do      patterns,  do 

1196  3      Do       Fillers,           do      sizes,  do 

1197  2  Grindstones,  do 

1198  Boiler  Heads  and  Boiler  Plate ;  Morris,  Jones  &  Co.,  16th  and  Market  sts., 

deps. 

1199  Card  of  Pulley  Wheels  for  raising  Hay,  Ice,  Stone,  &c. ;  Abbotson  Manuf. 

Co.,  makers,  Morton  &  Bro.,  142J  S.  2d,  deps. 

1200  Butter  Worker.     Letty  A.  Smith,  Inventor. 

E.  M.  Heston,  depos.,  Abingdon,  Montgomery  County. 

1201  Washing  Machine.     E.  M.  Heston,  depositor. 

1202  Hay  Scales.     A.  B.  Davis  &,  Co.,  makers  and  depos. 

1203  McMairs'  Patent  Lard  Press  and  Sausage  Stuffer;   Bradfield  &  Jenks 

makers  and  deps. 

1204  Dutch  Feed  Cutter,  do  do 

1205  Grindstone,  with  Improved  Friction  Rollers,  do  do 

1206  Oscillating  Steam  Engine  ;  Chas.  Hetzel  maker  and  dep. 
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1207  Patent  Churn ;    Wm.  O'Neil,  Market,  above  23rd.,  maker  and  depositor. 

Patented  by  J.  L.  Dickinson. 

1208  Upright  Boiler ;  Geo.  C.  Preston,  16th  and  Hamilton  sts.,  maker  and  dep. 

1209  Two  Churns ;  Wm.  G.  Crossman,  17  Lombard  st.,  maker  and  dep. 

1210  Machine  for  Cleaning  and  Drying  Grain ;  H.  N.  Black,  Farmer's  Hotel 

Market  St.,  patentee  and  dep. 

1211  Model  Corn  Cutter ;  W.  B.  Coates,  Cherry  ab.  15th  st.,  maker  and  dep. 

1212  Straw  Cutter ;  Joseph  Lewis,  185  Germantown  Road,  maker  and  dep. 

1213  Young  Sam  Straw  Cutter,  C.  B.  Rogers  maker  and  dep. 

1214  Dawson's  Straw  Cutter, 

1215  do  do        do    plain, 

1216  Reading's  Patent  Corn  Shell  er, 

1217  Wright's  Horse  Power  Corn  Sheller, 

1218  Clover  Huller, 

1219  Dog  Power, 

1220  Wheeler  Horse  Power  Thresher  and  Cleaner, 

1221  Saw  Frame, 

1222  Eddy  and  Dyer's  Thresher, 

1223  Little  Giant  Corn  Mill, 

1224  Woodbury's  Pat.  Lever  Mounted  Horse  Power 

Thresher  and  Cleaner, 

1225  Double  Hand  Corn  Sheller, 

1226  Single      do  do 

1227  Vegetable  Cutter, 

1228  Small  Steam  Engine,  one  horse  power;  C.  H.  Mellor,  12th  and  Pleasant 

sts.,  depositor. 

1229  Machine  for  Weighing,  Printing,  and  Shaping  Butter  by  a  single  opera- 

tion ;  W.  S.  Reinert  patentee,  maker  and  depositor. 

Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  7th  and  Mirket,  deps. 

1230  Daniel's  Horse  Power,  Hay,  Straw,  and  Fodder  Cutters,  do  do 

1231  Daniel's  Hand  and  Horse  Power,  do  do  do  do 

1232  Sinclair's  Horse  Power,  do  do  do  do 

1233  Sinclair's  Hand  Power,  do  do  do  do 

1234  Potts' Corn  Stalk  Cutter  and  Crusher,  do  do 

1235  Ruggles'  New  Cylindrical  Fodder  Cutter,  do  do 

1236  Gales'  Eagle,  Straw  and  Fodder  Cutter,  do  do 

1237  Ruggles,  Nourse  &  Co.,  Cylindrical  Cutter  for  Horse  Power,  do 

1238  Dederick's  Adjustable  Lever  Cutter,  do  do 

1239  Dawson's  Improved  Lever  Cutter,  do  do 

1240  Old  Style  Cutting  Box,  do  do 

1241  Hovey's  Hay  Cutters,  four  sizes,  do  do 

1243  Reading's  Horse  Power  Sheller,  do  do 

1244  Pennock's  Hand  and  Horse  Power  Sheller,  do  do 

1245  Xander's  Patent  Hand  Sheller,  do  do 

1246  Morris  &  Co's.  Hand  Power  Sheller,  do  do 

1247  Gilbert's  Hand  Power,  Sheller  and  Cleaner,  do  do 

1248  Mountjoy's  Horse  Power  Sheller,  do  do 

1249  Mountjoy's  Hand  Power       do  do  do 

1250  Smith's  Great  Western  Sheller  and  Cleaner,  for  horse  power,  made  by 

Ross,  Scott  &l  Co.,  Philadelphia,  do  do 

1251  Smith's  Great  Western  Sheller,  for  Hand  and  Horse  Power,  do  do 

1252  do  do  Hand  Power,  do  do 

1253  Small  Southern  Sheller,  single  wheel,                                    do  do 
1253*  2      do          do          do        double  wheel,                                do  do 

1254  Blaker's  Hand  and  Horse  Power  Sheller,  do  do 

1255  Eldridge's  Hand  Corn  Sheller,  do  do 

1256  2  Little  Giant  Corn  and  Cob  Crushers.     Made  by  Ross,  Scott 

&  Co.,  Philadelphia,  do  do 

1257  Nimble  Giant  Corn  Mill.  Made  by  Ross,  Scott  &  Co.,  Phila.  do  do 
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1258  NichoPsCorn  and  Cob  Crusher,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  7th  &  Market  deps. 

1259  Hand  and  Horse  Power  Corn  Mill, 

1260  Hand  Corn  Mill, 

1261  2  Krauser's  Patent  Portable  Cider  and  Wine  Mill  and  Press, 

1262  Kulps,  do  do  do 

1263  Dederich's  Horizontal  Parallel  Lever  Hay  Press, 

1264  Dederich's  Vertical  Lever  Hay  Press, 

1265  White's  Self-Acting  Cheese  Press, 

1266  Self-Acting  Cheese  Press, 

1267  Blaker's  Clover  Huller, 

1268  Hibbs'  Clover  Huller, 

1269  Hunsicker's  Clover  Huller, 

1270  Eagle  Grain  Fan, 

1271  Keeler's  Grain  Fan, 

1272  Grant's  Grain  Fan, 

1273  Ruggles'  Root  and  Vegetable  Cutter, 

1274  Uncle  Sam's  Root  and  Straw  Cutter, 

1275  do        do    Root  Cutter, 

1276  Uncle  Sam's  Lever  root  Cutter, 

1277  Revolving  Sausage  Meat  Chopper, 

1278  Iron  Sausage  Meat  Cutters,  four  sizes, 

1279  Sausage  Stuffers,  four  sizes, 

1280  Wooden  Sausage  Meat  Cutters, 

1281  Blaker's  Horse  Power,  Single  Thresher  and  Separator, 

1282  Emerey's  Double  Horse  Power, 

1283  Kirkpatrick's  Sweep  Power, 

1284  do  Thresher  and  Separator, 
1235  Mountjoy  Sweep  Power, 

1286  do         Thresher  and  Separator, 

1287  Wheeler's  Two  Horse  Power, 

1288  Mott's  Agricultural  Boilers,  7  sizes. 

1289  Savery's  Agricultural  Boilers,  7  sizes. 

1290  Morris  &  Co.'s  Fodder  Steamer. 

1291  Spain's  Churns  on  Stands,  9  sizes. 

1292  Dickey's  Butter  Worker. 

1293  Miss  Smith's  Butter  Worker. 

1294  Butter  Bolls,  Spoons,  Ladles,  &c. 

1295  French  Butter  Forms. 

1296  Lactometer  Prints. 

1297  Milk  Pails. 

1298  Lever  Butter  Worker. 

1299  Milk  Pans. 
1150*  Butter  Scales  and  Weights. 
1151*  Flour  Renovators. 

1152*  Patent  Butter  Scale  and  Print. 

1153*  Eagle  Grain  Fan,  H.  H.  Beach,  maker  and  depositor,  York,  Pa. 

1154*  Hand  Hominy  Mill,  A.  B.  Harris,  42  South  Water  Street,  mak.  and  dep. 

1155*  Nimble  Giant  Corn  Mill,  with  cob  breaker  attachment,  Lyman  Scott,  17 

Coates  St.,  maker  and  depositor. 
1156*  Patent  Apple  Parer  ,  Sargent  and  Foster,  410  Market  St.,  depositors. 
1157*  Patent  Feed  Cutter,  J.  Aldrich  410  Market  St.,  depositor. 
1158*  Reverse  Action  Apple  Parers,  Colborne  and  Merritt,  414  Market  st., 

makers  and  depositors. 
1159*  Pair  Mill  Stones,  S.  M.  Mecutchen,  West  Philada. 
1160*  U.  S.  Grain  and  Seed  Fans,  Jesse  Roberts,  Norristown,  Pa.,  maker  and 

depositor. 
1161*  Reading  and  Willard  Cutter,  D.  Landreth  &  Co.,  depositors. 
1162*  Rochester  Cutter,  do  do         do 
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1162*  Straw  and  Stalk  Cutter,  Seely's  Patent,  2  sizes,  D.  Landreth  &  Co., 

depositors. 
1164*  Hay  and  Stalk  Cutter,  O.  W.  Seely,  Albany,  maker  and  inventor- 
1165*  Model  Hay  Press,  Dederick's,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  depositors. 
1166*  Lott  Grain  Measures,  6  sizes,  do  do  do 

1167*  3  Oak  Grain  Measures,  do  do  do 

1168*  2  Horse  Power  Thresher  and  Separator,  made  by  Potts  &  Co.  Bridgeport, 

Pa.,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  depositors. 
1169*  2  Robert's  Grain  Fan,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  depositors. 

1170*  5  Spain's  Churns,  different  sizes,  do  do  do 

1171*  Grindstone  Mounted,  do  do  do 

1172*  Single  Horse  Power,  made  by  Gilbert  &  Rittenhouse,  Norristown,  Pa., 

Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  exhibitors. 
1173*  Thresher   and   Separator,  made  by  Gilbert  and  Rittenhouse,  Paschall 

Morris  &  Co.,  exhibitors. 
1174*  Model  Hay  Press. 

1175*  Cylinder  Churn,  Paschall  Marris  &  Co.,  depositors. 

1176*  Thermometer  Churn,  do  do  do 


SECTION  IV.— FOR  TRANSPORTATION. 

1300  Horse  Collars.     Alligood  &  Keahl,  95  N.  Front  st,  makers  and  depositors. 

1301  Model  Cart  Harness.     Andrew  Teamer,  551  S.  2d  St.,  do. 

1302  Willow  Ware,  Baskets,  etc.     R  Swift,  312  Market  st,  maker  and  depos. 

1303  Willow  Ware,  Coaches,  Cradles,  Hampers,  Baskets,  etc.     Martin  Ulrick, 

Germantown  Plank  Road,  maker  and  depositor. 

1304  Self-Loading  and  Unloading  Cart  for  grading  purposes.     C.  Bradfield,  in- 

ventor; Bradfield  &  Jenks,  makers  and  depositors. 

1305  Improved  Carriage  Jack,  do  do 

1307  3  Ox  Yokes,  different  sizes.     D.  Landreth  &  Son,  depositors. 

1308  Ox  Bows,  do 

1309  3  Ox  Nhovels,         do 

1310  Lot  Swingle  Trees, 

1311  Lot  Hames, 

1312  Lot  Trace  Chains,  Cow  Chains,  &c, 

1313  Lot  Log  Chains,  &c, 

1314  Brooms,  Baskets,  and  Cedar  and  Willow  Ware. 

and  4  Chestnut  st.,  makers  and  deps. 

1315  Carriage  Axles.     French  &  Symmes,  Broad  bel.  Wood,  makers  and  deps. 

1316  Spring  Seat  Carriage.     Charles  Baum  37  N.  6th,  maker  and  dep. 

1317  Set  Double  and  Single  Harness ;  Lacey  &  Phillips,  7th  and  Lodge  Alley. 

1318  Double  Light  Harness,  do  do 

1319  Single      do         do  do  do 

1320  Heavy  Double     do  do  do 

1321  Ladies'  Riding  Saddle  do  do 

1322  Gentlemen's  Riding  Saddle,  do  do 
1322*  Sundry  articles  of  Harness,                       do  do 

1323  Two  Cases  Harness  ;  made  by  the  N.  J.  Angural  Hames  Co.;  Joshua  Cole- 

man, Rariian,  N.  J.,  dep. 

1324  Roll  of  Harness  Leather ;  S.  S.  Armstrong,  St.  John  and  Willow,  maker 

and  dep. 

1325  Linch  Pin  Washers,  for  securing  wheels  to  axles ;  Wm.  Thornley,  S.  E.  cor. 

West  and  Marlborough  sts.,  maker  and  dep. 
1325*  Lot  Willow  Ware,  Baskets,  Hampers,  Sleighs,  &c. 
H.  Coulter,  46  Chestnut  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

1326  Carriage  Bolts,  E.  &  P.  Coleman,  21  Arch  street,  makers  and  depositers. 
1326  Lot  Willow  Ware  Baskets,  Hampers,  Sleighs,  &c,  H.  Coulter  46  Chest- 
nut st.,  maker  and  dep. 


do 

do. 

do 

do. 

do 

do. 

do 

do. 

do 

do. 

do 

do. 

/are. 

John  H.  Allen  &  Co.,  2 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Morris  &  Co. 

deps 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

21 

1327  3  Ox  Scoops,  C.  B.  Rogers,  29  Market  street,  makers  and  depositors. 

Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  7th  and  Market,  deps. 
1323  Vose's  Ox  Yoke, 

1329  2  Improved  Ox  Yokes, 

1330  Garden  Wheelbarrows,  three  sizes, 

1331  2    do  do         D.  Landreth  &  Son  deps. 

1332  1  dozen  Extra  Corn  Baskets, 

1333  2  sets  Single  and  Double  Trees, 

1334  Bundle  Ox  Bows, 

1335  Larfje  Ox  Bows, 

1336  Corn  Baskets, 

1337  3  Wheelbarrows, 

1338  4  Ox  Shovels, 

1339  Wheel  Jack, 


SECTION  V.— TOOLS,  UTENSILS  AND  FURNITURE. 

1500  Tinware  and  Copperware. 

Thomas  Butler,  7  S.  7th  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

1501  Plumb's  Morticing  Machine,  Hiram  Plumb,  Honesdale,  Pa.,  maker,  Jacob 

Jones  &  Co.,  Frankford,  Pa.,  depositors. 

1502  Case  containing  Surveying  Instruments. 

Hartman  &  Saxe,  Dock  St.,  makers  and  depositors. 

1503  Case  containing  Optical,  Mathematical,  and  Philosophical  Instruments. 

J.  W.  Queen,  284  Chestnut  st.  maker  and  depositor. 

1504  2  Sofa  Frames,  F.  G.  Fraser,  411  Market  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

1505  2  Arm  Chair  Frames,  do  do  do 

1506  8  Parlor  Chair  Frames,         do  do  do 
1507-9  3  Suits  Cottage  Furniture. 

Courtney  &  Willits,  228  Arch  st,  and  4  &.  6  S.  7th,  maks.  and  deps. 

1510  Knowles'  Patent  Tooth  Saw,  Naylor  &  Co.,  Apple  ab.  Brown,  depositors. 

1511  2  Washing  Machines,  D.  Landreth  &  Son,  maks.  and  deps. 

1512  3  Folding  Ladders,  different  sizes,  do  do        depositors. 

1513  Lot  Well  Buckets,  Wire  Strainers,  &c,         do  do  do 

1514  Horticultural  Tool  Chest,  do  do  do 

1515  Card    containing  16  Pruning   and  Grafting  Knives,  different  sizes  and 

patterns,  D.  Landreth  &  Son,  deps. 

1516  Card  containing  21  Garden  Hoes,  different  sizes  and  patterns,  D.  Landreth 

&  Son,  depositors. 

1517  Card  containing  12  Garden   and  Transplanting  Trowels,  different  sizes 

and  patterns,  D.  Landreth  &  Son,  makers  and  despositors. 

1518  Card  containing  8  Scuffle  Hoes,  different  sizes  and  patterns,  D.  Landreth 

&  Son,  depositors. 

1519  Card  containing  15  Pruning  Shears,  different  sizes  and  patterns,  D.  Land- 

reth &  Son,  depositors. 

1520  Card  containing  samples  of  Briar  Scythes,  Grass  Hooks,  Scythe  Stones, 

Rifles,  &c,  D.  Landreth  &  Son,  depositors. 

1521  Card  containing  samples  Horse  Cards,  Brushes,  Sheep  Shears,  Cow  Bells, 

&c,  D.  Landreth  &  Son,  depositors. 

1522  Glass  Case,   containing  33  sizes  and  patterns   of  Pruning  Shears  and 

Scissors;  9  patterns  Pruning  Knives;  8  patterns  Budding  Knives;  3 
patterns  Green  House  Syringes,  D.  Landreth  &  Son,  maks.  and  deps. 

1523  Enamelled  Slate  Mantels  in  imitation  of  Galway,  Egyptian,  and  Spanish 

Marbles. 
Penrhyn  Marble  Co.,  makers;  S.  A.  Harrison,  146  Walnut,  depositor. 

1524  Enamelled  Parlor  Grates  for  burning  Anthracite  or  Bituminous  Coal. 

Mirror  Marble  Co.,  manufacturers ;  S.  A.  Harrison,  depositor. 
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1525  Chilson's  Air  Warming  and  Ventilating  Furnaces. 

S.  A.  Harrison,  maker  and  depositor. 

1526  Portable  Heater,  Henry  Augee,  195  Spring  Garden  st.,  mak.  and  dep. 

1527  Lot  Tapering  Broom  Handles,  Naylor  &  Co.,  makers  and  depositors. 

1528  3  Ratchet  Drills,  and   2  Breast  Drills,  Chas.  B.  Crossman,  342  Ridge 

Avenue,  maker  and  depositor. 

1529  Model  Hoop  and  Moulding  Machine,  Pierson's  Patent,  Thomas  Walter,  Jr., 

West  Chester,  maker  and  depositor. 

1530  Hoops  and  Mouldings,  Thomas  Walker,  depositor. 

1530*  Optical  Instruments,  McAllister  &  Brothers,  194  Chectnut  st.,  makers 
and  depositors. 

1531  Card  containing  6  different  kinds  Pole  Pruning  Shears,  Paschall  Morris 

&  Co.,  depositors. 

1532  7  different  kinds  Hand  Pruning  Shears,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  depositors. 

1533  7       do        do     Bow        do        Scissors.  do  do  do 

1534  3       do        do     Grape  and  Vine  Scissors.        do  do  do 

1535  3       do        do     Pruning  Chisels.  do  do  do 

1536  1  doz.  Pruning,  Budding,  and  Asparagus  Knives,  Pruning  Hatchet,  and 

Saw  and  Chisel,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  depositors. 

1537  Patent  Grate  Bars,  Sam.  McFarren,  20  Arch  Street,  depositor. 

1538  No.  5  Alden's  Patent  Fan  Blower,   M.  Alden  patentee  and  maker,  17 

Drinker's  Alley. 

1539  1 D  rect  Acting  Steam  Pump,  Gartley  &  Matlack,  mks.  and  deps.16  Arch  St. 

1540  2  Fan  Blowers  do  do        do  do 

1541  1-6-inch  Hydraulic  Ram  do  do        do  do 

1542  Shelbarker's  Patent  and  other  Planes,  John  Colton,  maker  and  depositor. 

1543  Patent  Stave  Shingle  and  Heading  Cutter,  J.  B.  Drawbaugh,  maker  and 

depositor,  Eberly's  Mills,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa. 

1544  Patent  Stave  Jointer,  J.  B.  Drawbaugh,  maker  and  depositor,  Eberly's 

Mills,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa. 

1545  Model  Washing  Machine,  E.  Lukens,  No.  7  Marshall  St.,  maker  and 

depositor. 

1546  Mill  Picks,  Mahlor  and  Ortlip,  13  Winter  St.  maker  and  depositor. 
1546*  3  Governor  Cooking  Stoves. 

W.  Philadelphia  Stove  Works,  Thomas  J.  Williams,  depositor. 

1547  2  Complete  Cooking  Stoves,  W.  Phila.  Stove  Works,  Thos.  J!  Williams, 

depositor. 

1548  4  Cast  Cannon,        W.  Phila.  Stove  Works,  Thos.  J.  Williams,  depositor. 

1549  2  Bar  Room  Stoves,        do  do  do  do 

1550  Summer  Ranges.  do  do  do  do 

1551  2  Summer  Furnaces,      do  do  do  do 

1552  T.  J.  Knapp's  Spoke  Turning  Machine. 

J.  P.  Knapp,  Holleysville,  23d  Ward,  depositor. 

1553  Caster's  Dumping  Wagon,  J.  P.  Knapp,  depositor. 

Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  7th  and  Market,  deps. 

1553  5  Sizes  Pruning  Saws, 

1554  5  Varieties  Ladies'  and  Gents'  Bill  Hooks, 

1555  2  Pairs  Sheep  Shears, 

1556  4  Knives, 

1557  1  French  Prun.  Saw  and  Chisel, 
155S  1  Family  Meat  Saw  and  Knife, 

1559  Pruning  Saw  and  Chisel, 

1560  13  Styles,  Hedge  and  Prun.  Shears, 

1561  4  Varieties  Angular  Harness, 

1561  3  Syringes,  Brass, 

1562  1  Cattle  Holder, 

1563  Curry-Comb,  Horse  Brushes,  Cards  and  Brushes,  Bull  Rings, 

Briar  Hook,  Wrenches,  and  Monkey  Wrenches,  Ox  Knobs,  do 

1564  Horticultural  Tool  Chest, 
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1565  2  Post  Hole  Augurs,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.,  7th  and  Market  deps. 

1566  Straw  Knives,  Whet  Stones,  Rifles  &c, 
1537  Axes,  Hatchets,  Hay  Knives,  Broadaxes,  Bill  Hooks,  &c, 

1568  Farmers'  Tool  Chest, 

1569  Case  Garden  Trowels,  &c, 
1750  Case  Small  Tools, 

1571  Fumigator, 

1572  Lot  Ox  Muzzles, 

1573  Morticing  Machine, 

1574  General  Display  of  Farming  and  Gardening  Tools,   embracing   Rakes, 

Forks,  Shovels,  Hoes,  Spades. 

Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  depositors. 

1575  Display  of  Bill  Hooks  and  Briar  Hooks. 

Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  depositors. 


SECTION  VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 

1900  Case  containing  Hats  and  Caps. 

John  L.  Young,  980  Market  st,  maker  and  depositor. 

1901  Patent  Improved  Self-supporting  Scaffold. 

A.  C  Funston,  Frankford  road  opp.  Master,  maker  and  depositor. 

1902  Model  of  the  Same,  A.  C.  Funston,  Frankford  road  opp.  Master,  maker 

and  depositor. 

1903  Single  Seated  Jenny  Lind  Carriage. 

Isaac  P.  Branin,  Frankford,  Pa.,  maker  and  depositor. 

1904  Suction  and   Force   Pumps,  8  sizes  and  patterns,  D.  Landreth  &  Son, 

depositors.  3 

1905  Ox  Muzzles,  u.  jL,andreth  &  Sons,  deps. 

1906  2  Garden  Engines,  difterenc  patterns,  do  do        do 

1908  3  Flower  Pot  Stands,  H.  A.  Oesterle,  359  Marshall,  maker  and  depositor 

1909  2      do      Trainers,  do  do  do 

1907  Morticing  Machine,  A.  B.  Davis,  N.  W.  cor.  18th  and  Willow,  maker 

and  depositor. 

1910  4  Hydraulic  Rams,  A.  C.  Brown,  depositor,  Allen  Gawthrop,  maker. 

1911  Lightning  Rod,  A.  C.  Brown,  maker  and  depositor. 

1912  Rotary  Pump,  do  do 

1913  Lot  Small  Pumps,  Downes  &  Co.,  makers,  A.  C.  Brown,  depositor. 

1914  Shifting  Top  Buggy,  Edward  Lane,  W.  Philadelphia,  mak  and  dep. 
1914*  Hydraulic  Ram,  Wm.  Fields,  Wilmington,  Del.,  maker  and  depositor. 

1915  A  Water  Wheel,  Wm.  Fields  &.  Solomon  Gerhard,  makers  and  depositors. 

1916  A  Universal  Compound  Joint. 

Solomon  Gerhard  &  Wm.  Fields,  makers  and  depositors. 

1917  2  Pair  Self  Fastening  Hinges. 

Charles  M.  Alburger,  63  Spring  Garden  st,  depositor. 

1918  Patent  Hitching  Post,  Wash  Pave  combined. 

James  P.  Wood,  83  Spring  Garden,  maker  and  depositor. 

1919  6  Finished  Calcutta  Kips. 

Thomas  Coleman,  279  N.  2d  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

1920  1  1-2  doz.  French  Morocco  Skins. 

Samuel  Bucks,  Willow  bel.  2d,  maker  and  depositor. 

1921  1  1-2  doz.  Brush  Kid,  Samuel  Bucks,     do  do 

1922  Philip's  Self-Acting  Gate. 

R.  C.  Justice,  maker  and  depositor. 
1293  10  Morocco  Skins,  Jacob  H.  Hammel,  80  and  82  St.  John  st. 

1924  Government  Baggage  Waggon.      D.  G.  Wilson,  115  Market,  and  1190 

N.  Second  street,  maker  and  depos. 

1925  1  doz.  Rough  Calf  Skins,  L.  M.  Crawford,  214  N.  2d  st.,  maker  and  dep. 
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Paschall  Morris,  &  Co.,  7th  and  Market,  deps. 

1926  Large  Gilt  Weather  Vane  Cow,  with  Points, 

1927  Smaller  Vanes,  several  patterns,         do 

1929  4  Brass  Cistern  Pumps  on  Benches. 

1930  4  Iron        do        do  do 

1931  4  Force  and  Lift  do  do 

1932  Large  Well  Pump. 

1933  do        do  Force  and  Lift. 

1934  Garden  Engine. 

1935  2  Siners  Pump,  Force  and  Lift. 

1936  Barker's    do        do  do 

1937  5  Patent  Moveable  Bee  Hives.     L.  Langstreth's  Patent. 

1938  Samp  Wire  Window  Shades. 

Vanheil  &  Vanderbeck,  65  Walnut  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

1939  Terra  Cotta  Cap  for  Buildings. 

1940  Chimney  Top. 

1941  Terra  Cotta  Gray  Hounds. 

Geo.  J.  Link,  7th  ab  Germantown  Road,  maker  and  depositor. 

1942  Lot  of  Hinges,  J.  H.  Vaughan,  Kensington,  depositor. 

1943  Iron  Pig  Tongue,  D.  Landreth  &  Son,  do 

1944  4  Rolls  Wire  Fence,  different  styles,  Paschall  Morris  &  Co.  depositors. 

1945  2  Wire  Flower  Stands,  do 

1946  Lot  Porcelain  Eggs,  Syringes,  Hand  Engines,  &c.      do 

1947  2  Hydraulic  Rams,  do 

1948  Woolman's  Self-Fastening  Gates,  do 

1949  2  Garden  do  do 

1950  Model  do  do 

1951  3  Iron  Well  Curbs,  different  patterns,  do 

1952  Clothes  Dryers,  2  sizes,  do 

1953  Wire  Fencing,  5  styles,  do 
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CLASS   VII. 

ARTICLES  OF  HOUSEHOLD  PRODUCTIQH. 

600  Medallion  Chair,  Fancy  Velvet  Work. 

Mrs.  Kate  S.  Courtney,  Camden,  N.  J.,  maker  and  depositor. 

601  Case  wrought  from  Pine  Cones,  containing-  Insects. 

Robert  F.  Shriner,  W.  Philadelphia,  maker  and  depositor. 

602  Hearth  Rug  and  Lamp  Mat,  raised  rag-work,  Mrs.  Eliza  Camp,  Mana- 

yunk,  maker  and  depositor. 

603  Two  Worsted  Worked  Stool-covers,  Miss  Laura  Lane,  maker;  John  Lane, 

depositor. 

604  Two  Pork  Pies;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Harrop,  22d  ab.  Market,  maker  and  dep. 

605  Ottoman  Cover  Zephyr  Work. 

Mrs.  Susanna  Wood,  Park  st.,  W.  Phila.,  maker  and  depositor. 

606  One  Quilt,  Mrs.  Tell,  W.  Phila.,  maker  and  depositor. 

607  Anti  Macasser. 

Mrs.  Alice  Solomon,  W.  Phila.,  maker  and  depositor. 

608  Embroidered  Baby  Cloak. 

Miss  Kate  Newell,  W.  Phila.,  maker  and  depositor. 

609  Valence,  Miss  Swift,  North  Penn  Township,  maker  and  depositor. 

610  Embroidery  Articles. 

Mrs.  Hannah  McNult,  Chester,  Del.  Co.,  maker  and  dep. 
161  Cake  and  Artificial  Flowers  in  Sugar. 

Frederick  Hassold,  Pine  and  Dugan,  maker  and  depositor. 

612  Quilt. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Pugh,  dep. 

613  Two  variaties  of  Hair  Work. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Winslow,  19  Branch  st,  maker  and  dep. 

614  Needle  Work  Table  Cover. 

James  Gillespie,  W.  Phila.,  maker  and  dep. 

615  Pair  Embroidered  Chair-covers. 

Miss  Atchison,  West  Phila.,  maker  and  dep. 

616  Crochet  Tidy. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Lang,  West  Phila.,  maker  and  dep. 

617  Fine  Crotchet  Work. 

Mrs.  Hanline,  3d  below  Callowhill,  maker  and  dep. 

618  Three  Ottoman-covers. 

Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Holloway,  617  N.  2d,  maker  and  dep. 

619  Quilt. 

Mrs.  J.  Gainer,  Warren  st.,  West  Phila.,  maker  and  dep. 
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CLASS    VIII. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE. 

700  Bushel  Mediterranean  Wheat,  James  Pulley,  Insane  Hospital,  exhibitors. 

701  Bushel  Yellow  Flint  Corn,  do 

702  Half  Bushel  Mercer  Potatoes,  do 

703  One  Stand  containing  samples  of  Seeds ;  D.  Landreth  &  Son,  exhibitors. 
Asparagus    Seed,  1  variety. 


Artichoke 

do 

1 

do 

Beet 

do 

7 

do 

Beans 

do 

16 

do 

Broccoli 

do 

4 

do 

Kale 

do 

3 

do 

Cabbage 

do  19 

do 

Cardoon 

do 

1 

do 

Carrot 

do 

5 

do 

Cauliflower 

do 

2 

do 

Celery 

do 

3 

do 

Chervil 

do 

1 

do 

Corn  Salad 

do 

1 

do 

Indian  Corn 

do 

8 

do 

Cress 

do 

1 

do 

Cucumber 

do 

5 

do 

Egg  Plant 

do 

2 

do 

Endive 

do 

2 

do 

Leek 

do 

1 

do 

Lettuce 

do 

11 

do 

Melon 

do 

6 

do 

Mustard 

do 

2 

do 

Nasturtium 

do 

1 

do 

Okra 

do 

1 

do 

Onion 

do 

3 

do 

Parsley 

do 

2 

do 

Parsnips 
Peas 

do 
do 

1 
17 

do 
do 

Pepper 

Pumpkin 

Radish 

do 
do 
do 

4 
3 
9 

do 
do 
do 

Rhubarb 

do 

1 

do 

Salsify 

do 

1 

do 

Scurvy  Grass  do 
Sorrel              do 

1 
1 

do 
do 

Spinach 

Squash 

Tomatoes 

do 
do 
do 

2 
5 
3 

do 
do 
do 

Turnip 
Herb 

do 
do 

10 
13 

do 
do 

Grass 

do 

12 

do 

Samples  of  Wheat,  Oats,  Rye,  Barley,  Broom  Corn,  Hemp  Seed,  Canary, 
Flax,  Rape  Seed,  &c. 

704  Six  Pumpkins,  Lewis  Hahn,  24th  Ward,  dep. 

705  2  Mexican  Pumpkins. 

Charles  Barter,  Franklin  Avenue  ab  Crown. 

706  Bushel  Mercer  Potatoes,  Dennis  Deas,  gardener  to  A.  B.  Justice,  Mantua 

Village. 

707  2  Baskets  English  and  Irish  Potatoes. 

C.  Heft,  Germantown,  depositor. 

708  Half  Bu-hel  Gourdseed  Corn,  Wm.  S.  Pay,  24th  Ward. 

709  One  Bushel  White  Rye. 

710  do  Potatoe  Oats. 

711  One  Cask  Rye  Flour. 

712  do  One  Loaf  Rye  Bread. 

C.  L.  Wampole  Montgomery  Co. 

713  Twenty-six  Boxes  Honey,  one  Hive  Bees;  Francis  Parkinson,  24th  Ward. 

714  One  bushel  Mediterranean  Wheat. 

715  do      do      Rye. 

716  do       do      Potatoes. 

717  One-half  bushel  Sugar  Beets. 
717*      do  do      Mangle  Wurtzel. 

718  do  do      Carrots. 
J.  F.  Lukens,  23d  Ward. 

719  Nine  different  varieties  of  Potatoes,  Daniel  Woolman,  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

720  String  Beans,  Jas.  Harper,  536  N.  6th  st.,  Phila. 
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721  Lot  Vegetables,  John  Kinnier,  21st  Ward,  gardener  to  Thomas  Dunlap, 
School-house  Lane,  Philadelphia,  exbitor. 


1  peck  Lima  Beans. 

1  Cashaw  Pumpkin. 

1  Crooked  Necked  Squash. 

1  doz.  Sweet  Corn. 

6  Egg  Plants. 

1  doz.  Salsify. 

2  Heads  of  Cabbage. 
1  doz.  Parsnips. 

1-2  peck  of  Tomatoes. 
1-4  peck  String  Beans. 
1  doz.  White  Turnips. 
1  doz.  Ruta  Baga. 
1  Stalk  Okra. 
1  Dish  Okra. 


6  Sugar  Beets. 

1  doz.  Orange  Carrots. 

1  peck  Potatoes. 

1  doz.  Yellow  Flint  Corn. 

1  doz.  Gourd  Seed  Corn. 

1  dish  Small  Tomatoes. 

1  bunch  Short  Red  Carrot. 

1  do     St.  James'      do 

4  Long  Red  Beets. 

5  Long  Green  Cucumbers. 

2  Black  Beets. 
Sweet  Potatoes. 

2  quarts  of  Seed  Onions. 
9  Large  Onions. 


722  Lot  Vegetables  tor  competition  and  display,  James  Jones,  gardener  toGirard 

College,  exhibitor.  White  Lima  or  Snap  Beans,  Early  Blood  Beet,  round, 
Early  Long  Beet,  Radish  Beet,  Green  Curled  Kale,  Red  Dutch  Cabbnge, 
Long  Orange  Carrot,  White  or  Belgium  Carrot,  Early  Horn  Carrot,  Red 
Celery,  White  Celery,  Cucumbers,  White  Egg  Plant,  Purple  Egg  Plant, 
Green  Curled  Endive,  White  Endive,  Leek,  Citron,  Masturiium,  Okra, 
Martyned,  3  varieties  of  Large  Onion,  3  varieties  of  Small  Onions, 
English  Garlic,  Parsley,  Long  Guernsey  Parsnip,  Round  Parsnip,  2 
varieties  of  Peppers,  Mercer  Potatoes,  Lima  Beans,  Summer  Savory, 
Winter  Savory,  Sweet  Marjoram,  Horehound,  Rue,  Thyme,  2  varieties  of 
Squash,  Pumpkins — 43  varieties. 
For  competition,  6  Egg  Plants,  half  bushel  Long  Red  Beets. 

723  Two  Boxes  Honey,  Chas.  Comly,  Byberry,  exhibitor. 

724  Bushel  Mercer  Potatoes. 

John  Coulter,  W.  Phila.  exhibitor. 

725  Produce  of  2  Hills,  John  Coulter,  W.  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

726  Display  Vegetables. 

Edward  Paramore,  Germantown,  exhibitor. 

Turnip  Beet,  Bunch  Beans,  Cabbages,  Lima  Beans,  Carrots,  Cucumbers, 
Egg  Plants,  Celery,  Endive,  Cantalopes,  Citrons,  Okras,  Onions,  Oyster 
Plant,  Parsley,  Parsnips,  Potatoes,  Pumpkins,  Radishes,  Rhubarb, 
Squashes,  Tomatoes,  Turnips,  Savoy  Cabbage. 

727  6  Varieties  English  Rhubarb. 

Turkey  Rhubarb. 

18  Varieties  "American  Seedings." 

1  doz.  Parsnips. 

1-2  doz.  Cockscombs. 

Thomas  F.  Croft,  24th  and  Coates  st.,  exhibitor. 
723  1  Barrel  Flour.     . 
1  Bag    do 

Israel  and  James,  makers,  Thos.  Allman,  jr.,  depositor. 

729  Display  Vegetables. 

Patrick  M'Stay,  gardener  to  Geo.  Blight,  24th  Ward,  depositor. 
Beans,  6  var.,  Beet,  2  var.,  Cabbage,  3  var.,  Carrots,  Celery,  Indian  Corn, 
Cucumbers,  Egg  Plant,  Endive,  Leeks,  Lettuce,  Okra,  Onions,  2  var., 
Parsley,  Parsnips,  Peas,  Peppers,  2  var.  Potatoes,  2  var.,  Pumpkins,  2  var., 
Raddish,  2  var.,  Rhubarb,  Salsify,  Spinach,  Squash,  3  var.,  Tomato, 
Turnips,  Sweet  Herbs,  Sweet  Marjorum,  Summer  Savory,  Thyme,  Sage. 

730  1  Bushel  White  Juniata  Wheat. 

John  Jeffrey,  Chester,  Del.  Co.,  exhibitor. 

731  Five  Pounds  of  Butter,  made  for  S.  Dunlap,  Esq.     Mrs.  M.  A.  Kinnier, 

maker  and  depos. 

732  Half  Bushel  Long  Red  Beets.     James  Jones. 
734  Lot  Pumpkins,     J.  Wainwright,  Lower  Merion. 
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735  Marrow  Fat  Squashes,  Cabbage,  Sour  Crout,and  Marrow  Fat  Society.  Wil- 

mington, Delaware. 
737  Bushel    Mediterranean    Wheat,    Bushel    Flint    Homminy    Corn,    Bushel 
Black  Oats.     Saml.  &  J.  Willits,  Holmesburgh,  depositors. 

736  Grasses  grown  and  exhibited  by  D.  Landreth  &  Son : 


Trifolium  patense, 

do        repens, 

do  ? 

do       incarnatum, 
Triticum  repens, 
Lolium  perenne, 
Avena  1 

do      Flavensis, 
Festuca  pratensis, 
Tricuspis  (Agrostes  vulgaris  ?) 
Dactylis   glomerata, 
Phleum  pratense, 
Poa  pratensis, 
Anthoxanthum  odoratum, 


Red  Clover. 

White  Dutch  Clover. 

Alsike,  do 

Flesh  Color       do 

Coach  or  English  Grass. 

Rye  Grass  (perennial.) 

Downy  Oat  Grass. 

Oat  Grass. 

Meadow  Fescue  Grass. 

Herds  or  Red  Top. 

Orchard  or  Cocksfoot. 

Timothy. 

Kentucky  Blue  Grass. 

Sweet  Scented  Vernal. 


St.  Foin. 
John  Riley,  gardener  to  Insane  Hospital,  exhibitor. 
738  Vegetables  grown  and  exhibited  by  D.  Landreth  &  Son  : 


12  Ears  White  Flint  Corn. 
12     do  Adam'  Early  do 
12     do  Tuscarora.        do 
12    do  White  Flour     do 
One-half  bushel  Fox  Seedling  Po- 
tatoes. 
1  bunch  Japan  Corn. 
6  Sugar  Beets. 
6  Mangel  Wurtzel  Beets. 
6  Scarcity  Beets. 
6  White  Carrots. 
6  Long  Orange  Carrots. 
6  Early  Horn  do 

6  Early  Bush  Squashes. 
6  Long  Green        do 
3  Cocoa  nut  do 

3  Marrow  do 

1  Georgia  do 

2  Little  Drum   Flower  Squash  of 

Japan. 

902  Pumpkins. 

903  Marrow  Squash. 

904  Half  Bushel  Long  Red  Beets. 

905  Onions. 

906  Lima  Beans. 

907  Half  Bushel  Mercer  Potatoes. 

908  do  Long  Orange  Carrots. 

909  6  Heads  Drumhead  Cabbage. 


3  Cashaw  Pumpkin. 
6  Long  Green  Cucumber. 
6  Early  Frame         do 
12  Gherkin  do 

3  Large  Purple  Egg  Plants. 
3  Early       do        do      do 
3  Long  do       do 

12  Large  Sweet  Peppers. 
12  Tomato  do 

Lot  Cayenne  do 

Lot  Cherry  do 

3  Hard  Shell  Pumpkins. 
1  Orange  Watermelon. 
1  White  Nutmeg  Melon. 
1  Stillman's  Hybrid   do 
1  Tattooed    or    Australian 

Melon. 
1  Backwoods  Melon. 
1  Ice  Rind  do 

1  Robin  DeBois  Melon. 


Water 
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CLASS    IX. 


FBUITS  AND  FLOWERS. 


900  Black  Hamburg  Grapes,  raised  in  Cold  House. 
Frontenac  Grapes,  do  do 
Black  Prince  Grapes,          do              do 

901  6  Egg  Plants. 

James  Riley,  Gardener  at  Insane  Hospital,  exhibitor. 

911  40  varieties  Hardy  Evergreen  Trees,  in  pots,  J.  Lacey,  Darlington  &  Co. 

West  Chester,  Pa.,  exhibitors. 

912  Display  of  Cut  Roses,  do  do 

913  Display  of  Cut  Dahlias,  do  do 

919  6  Water  Melons,  Charles  Morris.  Camden  Co.,  N.  J.,  exhibitor 

920  Blush  Apples,  Aaron  Lipincott,  Burlington,  N.  J.,  exhibitor. 

921  Grapes,  Biddle  Hancock,  144  Walnut  st.,  exhibitor. 

922  Pears,  R.  Buist,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 


Andrews. 

Opine. 

Ananas,  or  Henry  4th. 

Forabbot. 

Apricot  Pear. 

Fondante  du  Bois. 

Bartlet. 

Forme  delices. 

Belle  et  B^nne. 

Fondante  d'Automne. 

Beurre  d'Or, 

do         Charnouise. 

do      Capiaumont. 

Fulton. 

do      Duval. 

Fegue  d'Alencon. 

do      Magnifique, 

Flemish  Beauty. 

do      Diel. 

Gibbons  (native.) 

do      Goubalt. 

Jose  Srnet. 

do      D'Aremberg. 

Jones. 

do      Sieulle. 

Josephine  de  Milanes 

do      St.  Nicholas. 

Jaminette. 

do      Amalis. 

Louise  Bonne  de  Jersey. 

do      Present. 

Large  Rousselet. 

do      Clerigne. 

Lodge. 

Bon  Chretien  Vernois. 

Long  Green  Striped. 

do            Var. 

Buist's  Pear. 

Bland. 

Lacon. 

Bon  d'Ezee. 

Lawrence. 

Copea. 

Monsieur  le  Cure. 

Choptalls. 

Miel  de  Hiver. 

Colmar  d'Aremberg. 

Missire  Jean. 

do      Nelis. 

Martin  Sic. 

Craslin  (new). 

Napoleon. 

Capiaumont  Van  Mons. 

Ononodagaor  Swan's  Orange, 

Colmar  d'Antoume. 

Oswego  Beurre. 

Cap  Sheaf. 

Orchard  Pear. 

Drop  D'Or, 

Passe  Colmar. 

Doyenne  Goubalt, 

Poire  Van  Mans. 

do         Blanc. 

Petre. 

do        d'Alencon. 

Spanish  Bon  Chretien. 

do         d'Ete. 

Summer  Bon  Chretien. 

do        Van  Mous. 

Seckel. 

Doyen  Dillen. 

St.  Lazee, 

Delicis  de  Hardenpont. 

St.  Germain. 

Duchesse  d'Angouleme. 

Urbanista. 

Dillen. 

Vicount  de  Spoelberch. 

Due.  d'Orleans. 

Winter  Nelis. 

Easter  Beurre. 

Washington,  (double  worked.] 

so 

923  Thirty-nine  varieties  of  Apples. 
One-half  peck  Bartlett  Pears. 

'One         do       Maiden  Blush  Apples. 
John  Perkins,  Moorestown,  N.  J. 

924  Isabella  Grapes,  Henry  Smith,  gardener  to  Morris  Wain,  Germantown. 

925  One-half  peck  Seckle  Pears,  Chas.  Comly,  Byberry. 

926  Seckel  and  Burideal  Pears,  Thos.  Palmer,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 

927  Boquet  Flowers,  for  centre-table. 

928  Six  Egg  Plants,  for  competition. 

Henry  Smith,  gardener  to  Morris  Wain,  School-house  Lane,  exhibitor. 

929  Display  of  Apples,  Henry  Stout,  Moreland,  Montg.  Co.,  Pa.  exhibitor. 

930  Lodge  Pears,  Dan.  M.  Jones,  Kingsessing,  exhibitor. 

931  Display  Vegetables,  Albinus  Felton,  21st  Ward,  exhibitor. 

932  Twelve  bunches  Isabella  Grapes,  James  Gillespie,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

933  Six  Egg  Plants,  James  Jones,  Girard  College,  exhibitor. 

934  Black  Berlin  Grapes. 

935  Seckel  Pears. 

William  Webster,  Garden  6th  Ward,  exhibitor. 

936  Pears  and  Apples. 

Samuel  Keyser,  Germantown,  exhibitor. 

937  Philadelphia  Pears. 

T.  Garth,  Roxborough,  exhibitor. 

938  Fruits  and  Flowers, 

Patrick  McStay,  gardener  to  Geo.  Blight,  Esq. 


UNCLASSIFIED. 

2500  Funeral  Car ;  Simon  Gartland,  21  S.  13th  St.,  dep. 

2501  Case  containing  Carmine  Ink,  Fresh  Fruit  Syrups,  Elixir  of  Peruvian  Bark, 

&c. ;  Bakes  &  Dehaven,  7th  and  Buttonwood,  deps. 

2502  Daguerreotypes  ;  J.  E.  McClees,  Chesnut  bel.  7th,  maker  and  dep. 

2503  Furniture  Polish— 200  bottles  ;  Samuel  Rue,  165  N.  13th  St.,  maker  and 

dep. 

2504  Embossed  Cards  and  Seal  Presses;  Wm.  F.  Scheible,  53  S.  3d,  maker 

and  dep. 

2505  Four  Salamander  Fire  Proof  Safes,  lot  of  Bank  Locks ;  Evans  &  Watson, 

26  S.  4th,  makers  and  deps. 

2506  Three  Sewing  Machines ;  Grover,  Baker  &  Co.,  6th  st.,  makers  and  deps 

2507  Case  containing  Loomis'  Improved  Sets  of  Mineral  Plate  Teeth;  I.  Lukens 

M.  D.,  maker  and  dep. 

2508  Smart's  Patent  Fly  Trap ;  J.  S.  Clough,  136  Chesnut,  dep. 

2509  Case  containing  Furniture  and  Stove  Polish,  and  Foster's  Patent  Pencil 

Sharpener,  J.  S.  Clough,  depositor. 

2510  Two  Wilder's  Patent  Salamander  Safes,  do  do 

2511  Sundry  packages  "  American  Coffee,"  James  Gibbon,  262  N.  3d,  maker 

and  depositor. 

2512  Fancy  and  Staple  Soaps,  Wm.  Conway,  168  S.  2d,  maker  and  depositor. 

2513  Honey  Soap.  do  do  do 

2514  Case  containing  specimens  of  Coal;  J.  W.  Davis  &  Co.,  Market  ab.  21st 

st.,  deps. 

2515  Paper  Hangings,  Printed  by  Machinery. 

Henry  Neff,  Broad  above  Race,  maker  and  depositor. 
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5216  Case  containing  Patent  Whitewash  Brushes — 12  Brushes. 

R.  N.  Stewart,  maker,  G.  L.  Martindel!,  7  S.  8th,  depositor. 

2517  Lot  Essence  of  Coffee,  Eli  Krupp,  639  N.  3d  st,  maker  and  depositor. 

2518  10  Boxes  Hecker's  Farina,        Dingee  &  Bro.,  97  S.  Front  st,  depositors. 

2519  10     do  do         Macaroni,         do  do  do  do 

2520  10  Hecker's  Farina  Boilers,  Francis  C.  Treadwell,  sen.,  invent,  and  dep. 

2521  Lot  Oval  Varnish  Brushes,     Charles  D.  Thum,  96  N.  3d  st.  mak.  and  dep. 

2522  Lot  Flat  and  Twin  Varnish  Brushes      do  do  do 

2523  Lot  Wheel  Brushes,  do  do  do 

2524  Lot  Paint        do  do  do  do 

2526  Lot  Pickles  and  Ketchups,  Mills  B.  Espy,  109  S.  3d,  maker  and  depositor. 

2527  Lot  Fresh  Fruits,  do  do  do 

2528  Lot  Preserves,  do  do  do 

2529  Case  containing  Blank  Ledgers,  &c. 

Wm.  F.  Murphy,  116  Chestnut  st,  maker  aud  depositor. 

2530  Case  containing  1  doz.  Patent  Knife  and   Scissor  Sharpeners,  Jos.  Youno-, 

169  Nectarine  street,  maker  and  depositor. 

2531  French  Millinery,  Mrs.  E.  Jacobs,  138  N.  8th  street,  maker  and  depositor. 

2532  Fur  Robe  and  Cape,  W.  Keirath,  404  N.  2d  street,  maker  and  depositor 

2533  12  Rough  Calfskins,  H.  M.  Crawford,  204  N  3d  street,  do 

2534  1  Blacksmith  Bellow?,  G.  W.  Metz,  317  Market  street,  do 

2535  Instruments  for  the  cure  of  Stammering,  R.  Bates,  131  Ninth        do 

2536  Chemical  Olive  Soap,  Wm.  Conway,  •  do 

2537  5  Carriage  Robes,  Lewis  Fishblatt,  46  Arch  street,  do 

2539  Model  Verandah,  F.  T.  Foster,  37  S.  3d  street,  do 

2540  Model  Tent,  do  do 

2541  Samples  of  Machine-made  Bags,         do  do 

2542  Samples  of  Bunting  and  Silk  Flags,  made  by  machinery,  do 

2543  Children's  Carriages,  Bushnell  &  Tull,  64  Dock  st.  do 

2544  Model  Roof,  H.  M.  Warren  &  Co.,  56  Walnut  st.  do 

2545  2  Bells,  Joseph  Bernhard,  78  N.  6th  street,  do 

2546  Case  containing  Plaited  Ware,  Joseph  B.  Garret,  73  S.  2d  st.        do 

2547  16  Pillar  Clocks,  Seth  Thomas  clock  co.  makers,  J.  S.  Clouo-h,  depositors 

2548  1  Case  House  Bells,  J.  S.  Hull  &  Co.  'do 

2549  Case  containing  Foster's  Patent  Pencil  Sharpeners,  do 

2550  Model  Phelp's  Patent  Table-leaf  Supporters,  do 

2551  6  Picture  Frames,  Medals,  and  Diplomas,  do 

2552  3  Fancy  Venitian  Blinds,  R.  W.  Kensil,  347  Race  st  maker  and  depositor. 

2553  2  Sewing  Machines,  Wheeler  and  Wilson,  manufac,  Henry  Coy,  dep. 

2554  Case  containing  Porcelain  Teeth,  Gold  Foil,  &c,  Jones,  White  &  McCurdy, 

makers  and  depositors. 

2555  Sundry  Packages,  Turkey  Coffee,  ground,  A.  McCullough  &  Co.,  No.  62 

Arch  street,  makers  and  depositors. 

2556  Set  of  Telegraphing  Instruments,  W.  C.  &  J.  Neff,  3  1-2  S.  7th  street, 

makers  and  depositors. 

2557  3  Electro  Magnetic  Machines,  W.  C.  &  J.  Neff,  3J  S.  7th  st.,  makers  and 

depositor. 

2558  1  Magnetic  Electro  Machine,  improved,  W.  C.  &  J.  Neff,  3£  S.  7th  st. 

mak.  and  dep. 

2559  Patent  Imitation  Russia  Sheet  Iron,  J.  Wood  &  Bros,  makers  and  deps. 

2560  Lot  of  Horse  and  Carriage  Brushes. 

C.  Brintzinghoffer,  367  Market  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

2561  Patent  Radical  Cure  Trusses. 

C.  Marsh  &  Co.,  25  S.  7th  st,  makers  and  depositors. 

2562  Spinal  Brace  for  Curvature  of  Spine,  C.  Marsh  &  Co.,  25  S.  7th  st.,  maks. 

and  depositors. 

2563  Set  of  Springs  for  Bow  Legs,  C.  Marsh  &  Co.,  25  S.  7th  st,  makers  and 

depositors. 
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2564  Frame  with  Visiting  Cards. 

Manuel  B.  Desilver,  27  S.  7th  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

2565  Case  containing  Bonnets,  B.  Kister,  85  N.  8th  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

2566  Case  of  Artificial  Teeth,  Block  and  Plate  Work ;  Eastlack  &  Burroughs, 

463  N.  8th,  makers  and  deps. 

2567  Squirrel  Cage,  Michael  Hay,  3  Amory's  court,  10th  ah.  Vine,  maker  and 

dep. 

2568  Two  doz.  Self-heating  Rotary  Smoothing  Irons,  James  Wilcox,  273  Chest- 

nut st ,  maker  and  depositors. 

2569  One  doz.  Self-heating  Rotary  Gas  Smoothing  Irons. 

2570  Two  doz.,  each,  quart  and  half-gallon  Improved  Glass  Preserving  Jars. 

James  Wilcox  maker  and  dep. 

2571  Two  doz.,  each,  quart  and  half-gallon  Self-sealing  Cans,  Spratt's  Patent. 

James  Wilcox,  maker  and  dep. 

2572  Two  Model  Yachts,  Wm.  R.  Jones  maker  and  dep. 

2573  Lot  Daguerreotypes,  Photographs,  and  Ambrotypes,  M.  A.  Root  maker  and 

dep. 

2574  Case  containing  Surgeon's  Bandages,  Trusses,  Supporters,  &c;  B.   C. 

Everett,  4  N.  9th  st.,  maker  and  dep.  Surgeon's  Bindage  Institute, 

2575  Case  containing  Gold  and  Silver  Plated  Goods,  O.  T.  Wood  &  Co.,  59  N. 

6th,  makers  and  deps. 

2576  Samples  of  Black  Heath  Coal,  J.  Lewis  Leighton,  Broad  ab.  Race,  dep. 

2578  Three  Self-operating  Velocipedes,  Wm.  Quinn,  425  Parrish,  maker  and 

dep. 

2579  Velocipede,  "Young  America,"  John  C.  Cline,  Ridge  Avenue  ab.  Brown, 

maker  and  dep. 

2580  Fashion  Plate,  F.  Mahan,  186  Chestnut,  maker  and  dep. 

2581  Six  Pieces  Fancy  Cashmere,  John  Haywood,  West  Phila. 

2582  Two  Show  Cases  Hardware,  Alexander  McCleary,  Richmond,  dep. 

2583  Case  containing  2  Bonnets,  Mrs.  H.  B.  King,  6  S.  16th,  maker,  and  dep. 

2584  Model  Ship,  James  Heckman,  Darby  Road,  West  Phila. 

2585  Case  Stuffed  Fowls,  Samuel  C.  Radford  Chestnut  st.,  West  Phila.,  exhib'r. 

2586  Tape  Worms,  J.  N.  Hobensack,  120  N.  2d,  exhibitor. 

2587  Worm  Syrup,  do  do  do 

2588  Lot  Wall  Brushes,  C.  D.  Thumb,  N.  3d,  maker  and  dep. 

2589  Picture  of  a  Bull,  made  by  hot  iron. 

do        Franklin,     do         do 
Jas.  W.  Wells,  West  Phila.,  exhibitor. 

2591  Portrait  of  a  Bay  Horse. 

Made  and  exhibited  by  E.  Clarkson,  182  Chestnut  st 

2592  Portrait  of  Grey  Horse,  "  Sherman." 

The  property  of  a  gentleman  of  the  4th  Ward,  made  by  Edward  Clark- 
son,  182  Chestnut  st. 

2593  Case  containing  Gentlemens'  Hats,  and  Children's  Fancy  Goods. 

New  Hat  Co.,  6th  and  Chestnut,  makers  and  depositors. 

2594  Left  Handed  Screw  in  Bottle  Mouth. 

L.  Taggart,  27  Haines  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 

2595  Piece  No.  1  Improved  Canton  Flannel. 

Joseph  Fleming,  Fairmount,  maker  and  depositor. 

2596  Lot  Blank  Books. 
2596  2  Copying  Presses. 

Wm.  Mann,  34  S.  3d,  depositor, 

2598  2  Cases  Stuffed  Birds. 

H.  Mcllwaine,  W.  Philadelphia,  depositor. 

2599  Model  Fire  Engine.  ^ 

Geo.  N.  Jones,  246  South  st.,  maker  and  depositor. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


The  Fair  of  the  "Philadelphia  Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,"  held  the 
present  year  at  Powelton,  21th  Ward,  was  the  most  successful  exhibition  which 
has  t;iktn  place  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  since  its  organization. 

The  Grounds  were  those  occupied  by  the  Fair  of  the  State  Society  last  year, 
and  guided  by  the  ^experience  then  acquired,  many  improvements  were  made  in 
the  general  disposition  of  the  buildings,  and  in  their  accommodations.  The  entire 
space  of  seventeen  acre-',  with  the  exception  of  the  strip  of  land  used  as  a  hitch- 
ing ground,  was  securely  enclosed.  The  stalls,  as  seen  in  the  plan,  almost 
encircled  the  enclosure.  Those  for  neat  cattle  were  so  arranged  that  the  flanks 
of  the  animals  were  exposed,  thereby  securing  to  the  observer  a  better  view, 
and  a  clean,  continuous,  covered  walk  within  the  projecting  eaves  of  the  stalls. 
The  Schuylkill  water  was  laid  on,  in  wrought  iron  pipes,  from  Market  street  to 
the  centre  of  the  grounds,  a  distance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  affording, 
by  means  of  hydrants  and  other  openings,  an  abundant  supply  for  visitors,  cattle, 
fountains  and  steam  power.  The  horse-track  was  lengthened,  improved  in  its 
curves,  and  its  surface  put  in  fine  condition. 

The  committee  of  arrangement  early  decided  to  add  to  the  attractions  of  the 
Society's  former  Exhibitions,  a  department  of  Manufactures,  and  of  Fruits  and 
Flowers.  That  of  Manufactures,  it  was  anticipated,  would  increase  the  intrin- 
sic value  of  the  Fair,  and  be  gratifying  to  our  artisans,  deprived  as  they  were, 
by  the  want  of  a  suitable  building,  of  the  annual  and  deservedly  popular  display 
of  our  esteemed  contemporary,  the  Franklin  Institute.  Both  of  these  anticipa- 
tions were  realized.  The  circulars  issued  by  the  committee  to  prominent  manu- 
facturers were  promptly  responded  to,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  Fair,  the  frame 
structure  devoted  to  machinery,  and  the  enormous  tent  connected  therewith, 
were  filled  to  repletion. 

Our  sister  organization,  the  Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society,  having  held 
its  annual  exhibition  on  the  same  days  with  our  own,  and  on  Penn  Square, 
a  central  position,  convenient  to  thronged  city  thoroughfares,  a  number  of  con- 
tributions and  visitors  which  would  have  found  their  way  to  our  grounds,  went 
to  theirs.  Nevertheless,  the  department  of  Fruits  and  Flowers,  from  the  beauty 
of  the  arrangement  and  the  number  and  excellence  of  articles  on  exhibition,  was 
among  the  cl.ief  attractions  at  Powelton. 

The  display  of  Implements  was  probably  greater  than  any  heretofore  held  in 
this  country,  filling  not  only  the  tent  devoted  to  them,  but  a  large  portion  of  the 
adjoining  grounds. 

In  order  to  multiply  and  improve  the  grade  of  premiums,  the  committee 
authorized  the  distribution  of  silver  and  bronze  medals,  honors  for  a  long  time 
discontinued  by  the  Society,  and  also  the  preparation  of  a  new  diploma,  which 
for  beauty  of  design  and  elegance  of  execution,  is  universally  admired. 

Punctually,  according  to  announcement,  on  Tuesday,  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  the 
gates  of  the   enclosure  were    thrown   open,  and   visitors  began   to  throng   in. 
Despite  the  unremitted  exertions  of  the  committee,  the  late  arrival  of  some  of 
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the  large  tents  delayed  the  final  arrangement  of  the  manufactured  goods  until 
the  evening  of  that  day,  at  which  time,  also  all  the  horse  and  the  cattle  stalls,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  were  filled,  and  the  catalogue  of  the  exhibition,  which 
precedes  this  report,  was  handed  to  the  printer.  It  went  to  press  the  same  eve- 
ning, and  one  thousand  copies,  stitched  and  complete,  were  for  sale  on  the  , 
grounds  on  the  following  morning  of  Wednesday.  On  this,  the  second  day  of 
the  Fair,  the  Judges  commenced  their  examinations,  and  continued  them 
throughout  the  day  and  Thursday,  interrupted  only  in  the  afternoon  by  a  vio- 
lent storm,  which  severely  tested  the  security  of  the  temporary  structures.  On 
Friday,  however,  a  clear  sky  and  refreshing  breeze  brightened  the  landscape 
and  dried  the  grounds.  The  awards  of  premiums  hereunto  appended  were  read 
from  the  stand  at  12  o'clock,  and  the  appropriate  address  of  Ex-Governor  Bigler,  afso 
annexed,  was  delivered  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  visitors.  These 
increased  as  the  day  advanced.  The  trials  of  speed  were  multiplied  in  interest 
and  excitement,  by  the  number  of  competitors  and  the  cheers  of  the  spectators, 
who  surrounded  the  track,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  circuit,  in  an  uninterrupted  rank 
three  to  four  deep ;  these  again  being  backed  by  a  cordon  of  horsemen  and 
vehicles.  All  portions -of  the  grounds  were  thronged.  Music  lent  its  charms 
to  the  scene,  and  the  animated  spectacle  which  at  that  time  greeted  the  eyes 
and  gladdened  the  heart  of  the  farmer,  was  one  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  Citizen 
and  statesman  shared  with  him  his  emotions  of  honest  exultation  at  the  thought, 
that  this  grand  fete  was  in  honor  of  his  art — the  foundation-art  of  all  national 
prosperity. 

The  Committee  congratulate  the  Society  that  the  Exhibition,  enlarged  beyond 
all  precedent,  and  conceived  and  conducted  in  the  most  liberal  public  spirit,  was 
so  eminently  successful  in  all  its  departments.  The  report  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements,  to  be  made,  agreeably  to  instructions,  at  the  December  meeting, 
will  appear  under  that  head  in  the  published  minutes. 

The  Committee  return  their  acknowledgements  to  the  Judges,  who  per- 
formed with  so  much  alacrity  and  discretion  the  important  parts  assigned 
them  ;  to  the  efficient  Police,  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  decorum  within 
and  around  the  enclosure;  and  to  the  members  and  citizens  who  by  their  perso- 
nal exertions,  contributions  and  deposits  of  the  beautiful  and  the  useful  in  nature 
and  in  art,  rendered  the  Exhibition  so  eminently  worthy  of  Philadelphia  as  a 
great  manufacturing  and  agricultural  centre. 


AARON  CLEMENT, 
A.  T.  NEWBOLD, 
HARRY  INGERSOLL, 
DENNIS  KELLY, 
JOHN  S.  HAINES, 
A.  L.  ELWYN, 
JOHN  M'GOWAN, 
S.  C.  WILLITS, 


CHAS.  W.  HARRISON, 
GEORGE  BLIGHT, 
*  JOHN  RICE, 
DAVID  LANDRETH, 
C.  B.  ROGERS, 
ISAAC  NEWTON, 
PASCHALL  MORRIS, 
A.  L.  KENNEDY, 
Committee  of Arrangement. 


Philadelphia,  November  10,  1855. 


I.  The  grounds  will  be  provided  with  convenient  and  secure  buildings  and 
enclosures  for  the  reception  and  display  of  stock,  of  agricultural  and  horticul- 
tural products  and  implements,  and  of  manufactured  goods.  Competition  is 
invited  from  all  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  adjoining  States.  Hay  and  straw 
will  be  furnished  in  proper  quantities,  without  charge.  Steam  power  will  be 
supplied  for  machinery  in  motion. 

II.  The  Exhibition  will  open  on  Tuesday,  September  11th,  at  12  o'clock,  M., 
before  which  time  all  animals  and  articles  intended  for  competition,  must  be  on 
the  grounds  and  duly  recorded  at  the  business  office.  The  Society  will  not  be 
responsible  for  the  omission  of  the  Judges  to  examine  objects  which  are  not  re- 
corded as  aforesaid.  To  avoid  delay  and  confusion,  contributors  are  requested 
to  send  their  objects  on  the  day  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Exhibition. 

III.  Upon  entering  their  animals,  exhibitors,  who  are  not  members  of  the 
Society,  will  be  subjected  to  a  charge  of  one  dollar  (Classes  VII.  and  IX.  ex- 
cepted.) Upon  entering  articles,  intended  for  competition,  a  similar  charge  will 
be  made ;  but  articles  not  intended  for  competition,  may  be  entered  gratuitously. 
Ml  objects  must  be  described  and  entered  before  taking  them  within  the  enclo- 
sure, and  must  have  cards  attached  either  to  them  or  near  their  place  on  the 
show-ground ;  which  cards  will  be  furnished  by  the  entering  clerk,  and  will 
contain  the  number  corresponding  to  that  in  his  book,  the  name  of  the  object 
exhibited,  and  the  name  of  the  exhibitor. 

IV.  Every  exhibitor,  upon  his  contribution  being  duly  entered,  will  receive  a 
season  ticket  admitting  himself  to  the  grounds  during  the  whole  time  of  the  Ex- 
hibition ;  and  four  single-admission  lady's  or  minor's  tickets,  to  be  given  up  at 
the  gate. 

V.  All  animals  must  be  entered  for  competition  in  the  name  of  their  owner 
only.  Evidence  of  age,  pedigree,  and  character  will  be  required;  and  if  the 
Judges  suspect  an  animal  to  be  improperly  classed,  they  shall  apply  for  informa- 
tion to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  and  if  doubts  as  to  the 
classification  still  exist,  the  case  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ment, whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

VI.  In  all  cases  of  equality  of  merit  in  articles  exhibited  by  two  or  more 
parties,  the  inventor  and  the  manufacturer  shall  be  preferred  to  the  vender. 

VII.  The  Judges  will  report  meritorious  objects  exhibited  and  not  mentioned 
in  the  premium-list,  to  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  who  may  award  such 
premiums  as  they  think  proper. 

VIII.  The  Judges  are  authorized  to  withhold  premiums  when  objects  are  not 
entitled  to  distinction  ;  and  when  but  one  of  a  class,  for  which  a  premium  is 
offered,  is  exhibited,  they  may  make  such  award  as  they  think  it  merits. 

IX.  Objects  competing  for  the  same  premium,  must  be  changed  in  position 
and  brought  together  as  the  Judges  may  require. 

X.  No  object  entered  can  be  removed  from  the  ground  before  the  close  of  the 
Exhibition,  and  no  premium  will  be  paid  on  objects  removed  in  violation  of  this 
rule. 

XI.  No  animal  or  article  can  take  more  than  one  premium.     If  an  exhibitor 
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be  awarded  more  than  one  medal,  he  may  commute  the  excess  in  money  at  the 
following'  rates,  viz.: — Silver  medal,  $10;  bronze  medal,  $5. 

XII.  Members  of  the  Society  who  are  not  in  arrears  for  the  current  year,  will 
enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  admission  accorded  to  exhibitors,  and  will  not  be  sub- 
jected to  any  payment  on  entering  their  objects  for  exhibition. 

XIII.  The  Reports  of  the  Judges  and  the  awards  of  premiums  will  be  read 
from  the  stand  on  the  third  day  of  the  Exhibition,  at  12  o'clock,  M.  The  annual 
address  will  be  delivered  on  the  last  day  of  the  Exhibition.  Immediately  after 
the  address,  the  premiums  will  be  distributed.  Those  in  money  will  be  paid  by 
Mr.  George  Blight,  Treasurer.  Medals  and  diplomas  not  called  for  on  the 
ground,  may  be  obtained  between  11  and  2  o'clock,  on  the  Wednesday  following 
the  close  of  the  Exhibition,  at  the  Society's  Room.  Masonic  Hall,  Third  street,* 
below  Walnut.  All  premiums  uncalled  for  within  six  months,  will  be  considered 
as  donated  to  the  Society. 

XIV.  Price  of  single  admission  to  the  Exhibition,  on  foot  or  vehicle,  25  cents. 
Single  vehicle  of  whatever  kind,  including  driver,  50  cents. 

*  Now  located  in  Fisher's  Building,  160  Chestnut  Street,  helow  Seventh. 


REPORTS  OF  JUDGES 


AWARD  OF  PREMIUMS. 


CLASS   I. 

HORSES. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  : 

The  undersigned  Committee  on  Horses,  having  performed  the  duties  assigned 
them,  respectfully  report  the  following  awards  to 

AUSTIN  MELLOR,  Philadelphia,  the  first  premium  of  twenty  dollars,  for 

his  thorough-bred  stallion  "  Ben  Franklin,"  12  years  old. 
GEORGE  YV.  GRAY,  Philadelphia,  the  first  premium  of  ten  dollars,  for  his 

thorough-bred  brood  mare  "  Alice,"  14  years  old. 
M.  A.  KELLOGG,  Philadelphia,  the  second  premium  of  six  dollars,  for  his 

thorough  bred  brood  mare. 
JOHN  S  TOUT,  West  Philadelphia,  the  first  premium  of  fifteen  dollars,  for 

his  stallion  "Young  Genl.  Taylor,"  6  years  old,  adapted  to  field  and  road. 
JOHN  MOWRER,  West  Philadelphia,  the  second  premium  of  ten  dollars, 

for  his  st  illion  "  Shellbark,"  6  years  old. 
OWEN  SHERIDAN,  Chestnut  Hill,  the  first  premium  of  ten  dollars,  for  his 

mare  "  fairy,"  adapted  to  field  and  road. 
EDGAR  N.  BLACK,  Philadelphia,  the  second  premium  of  six  dollars,  for  his 

bay  mare,  9  years  old. 
EZRA  K.  CONCKLIN,  Philadelphia,  the  first  premium  of  ten  dollars,  for  his 

pair  matched  chestnut  horses. 
M.  A.  KELLOGG,  Philadelphia,  the  second  premium  of  six  dollars,  for  his 

pair  matched  buy  horses. 
JAMES  N.  MARKS,  West  Philadelphia,  first  premium  of  ten  dollars,  for  his 

single-harness  sorrel  gelding,  5  years  od. 
W.  F.  PITFIELD,  Philadelphia,  second  premium  of  six  dollars,  for  his  black 

colt,  4  years  old. 
MATTHEW  RILEY,  Belmont,  first  premium  of  ten  dollars,  for  his  iron  gray 

colt,  2  years  old 
JOHN  T.  SMITH,  Blockley,  second  premium  of  six  dollars,  for  his  black 

colt  "  Consolidation,"  2  years  old. 
H.  G.  LITZBNBURG,  Athensville,  Montgomery  Co.,  first  premium  of  ten  dol- 
lars, for  his  chestnut  sorrel  saddle  horse,  10  years  old. 
MORGAN  H.  JONES,  Philadelphia,  second  premium  of  six  dollars,  for  his 

gray  Arab  saddle  horse,  10  years  old. 
JAMES  LOUGHERY,  Cobb's  Creek,  Delaware  Co.,  first  premium  eight  dol- 
lars, for  his  sorrel  filley,  3  years  old. 
WM.  D.  THOMAS, ,  second  premium  of  five  dollars,  for  his  filly. 
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FRANKLIN  S.  WELLS,  Philadelphia,  first  premium  six  dollars,  for  his 
sorrel  roan  colt  "  May  Day,"  16  months  old. 

D.  B.  TAYLOR,  Philadelphia,  second  premium  four  dollars,  ibr  his  brown 
colt. 

WM.  DERMOTT,  Kingsessing,  first  premium  four  dollars,  for  his  filly 
"  Sally  Ann  Taylor,"  16  months  old. 

CHARLES  GAMBLE,  Haverford,  second  premium  three  dollars,  for  his  fil- 
ly, 16  months  old. 

ISAAC  NEWTON,  Pennsville,  Delaware  Co.,  first  premium  ten  dollars,  for 
best  jack. 

FREDERICK  SHOWERS,  West  Philadelphia,  first  premium  ten  dollars,  for 
his  pair  of  mules. 

FREDERICK  SHOWERS,  complimentary  diploma  for  best  team  of  seven 
mules. 

DAVID  E.  HANER,  Kensington,  complimentary  bronze  medal  for  remark- 
ably fine  cart  horse. 

Z.  CAMPBELL.  West  Philadelphia,  complimentary  bronze  medal  for  Shet- 
land poney. 

W.  HENDERSON,  Hestonville,  complimentary  premium  of  ten  dollars,  for 
skill  in  driving  his  three  gray  geldings  tandem. 

E.  K.  CONCKLIN,  Philadelphia,  complimentary  premium  of  five  dollars,  for 
his  fine  bay  gelding. 

C.  M.  MATTHEWS,  Philadelphia,  complimentary  premium  of  five  dollars, 

for  his  "  Black  Hawk"  colt  "Othello,"  4  years  old. 
JOHN  GORMAN,  West  Philadelphia,  special  premium  of  five  dollars,  for 
his  bay  gelding.     "  The  fastest  horse  shown — had  been  entered  as  a  saddle 
horse." 
GEORGE  MARTIN,  Rose  Hill,  special  premium  five  dollars,  for  his  sorrel 

mare  "  Topsy." 
W.  VANZANDT,  complimentary  premium  for  his  fine  gray  gelding,  exhibited 

for  all  work. 
JOHN  JEFFRIES,  Delaware  Co.,  premium  of  ten  dollars,  for  his  pair  of 
brown  farm  horses. 

The  Committee  regret  that  there  was  not  a  better  display  of  stallions  of  all 
work ;  there  are  many  better  horses  which  might  have  been  brought  forward. 
The  Committee  recommend  to  exhibitors  greater  care  in  entering  their  stock. 
The  labors  of  the  judges  would  thereby  be  materially  shortened,  and  much  more 
satisfactorily  performed. 

Signed,  W.  J.  LEIPER,  ") 

A.  T.  NEWBOLD,  |  Judges  of 

T.  C.  JAMES,  \  Trials   of 

J.  M    ODENHEIMER,       i     Speed. 
F.  DUFFY,  J 

Signed,  CHARLES   LLOYD,  JR.,^1 

,       EZRA  K.  CONCKLIN, 
JOHN  P.  JENKINS, 
OWEN  JONES, 

A.  G.  DAVIS, 

B.  D.  STETSON, 


Judges  of 
Horses. 
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CLASS   II. 

NEAT  CATTLE. 

SECTION  I— SHORT  HORNS,  OVER  TWO  YEARS  OLD. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture: 

The  undersigned,  with  a  high  sense  of  the  arduous  task  imposed  on  them,  have 
endeavored,  to  the  hest  of  their  judgment  and  ability,  to  award  premiums  where 
merited. 

A  large  number  of  cattle  worthy  of  special  notice,  were  on  the  ground,  and 
the  Judges  respectfully  report  the  following  awards  to — 

DENNIS  KELLY,  Lower  Merion,  Montgomery  Co.,  first  premium,  ten  dol- 
lars, for  his  bull,  "  Lord  Barrington,"  between  three  and  four  years  old. 

GEORGE  MARTIN,  Rose  Hill,  first  premium,  eight  dollars,  for  his  bull 
"  Belvidere,"  between  two  and  three  years  old. 

JOHN  DIVINE,  Cheltenham,  Montgomery  Co.,  second  premium,  four  dol- 
lars, for  his  bull,  "  Genl.  Scott,"  two  years  and  eleven  months  old. 

CHARLES  KELLY,  Kellyville,  Delaware  Co.,  first  premium,  eicht  dollars, 
for  his  cow,  "Kate  Kearney  the  fifth,"  between  four  and  five  years  old. 

HENRY  PALMER,  Kingsessing,  second  premium,  four  dollars,  for  his  roan 
cow,  "  Jenny  Lind,"  between  four  and  five  years  old. 

DENNIS  KELLY,  Lower  Merion,  Montgomery  Co.,  first  premium,  eight  dol- 
lars, for  his  roan  cow,  "  Lilly,"  between  3  and  4  years  old. 

JOSEPH  PALMER,  Kingsessing,  second  premium,  four  dollars,  for  his  cow, 
"  White  Red  Rose,"  between  3  and  4  years  old. 

DENNIS  KELLY,  Lower  Merion,  Montgomery  Co.,  first  premium  six  dollars, 
for  his  heifer,  "  May  Flower,"  between  2  and  3  years  old. 

MARKS  MARTIN,  West  Philadelphia,  second  premium,  three  dollars,  for  his 
heifer,  between  2  and  3  years  old. 

OWEN  SHERIDAN,  Chestnut  Hill,  special  premium,  five  dollars,  for  his 
cow,  "  Young  Nell,"  aged  2  years  and  6  months,  with  twins. 

Commendations. 

SAMUEL  COOPER,  Philadelphia,  for  his  seven  year-old  red  cow,  "Dutchess." 
BENJ.  CHEW,  Germantown,  for  his  red  and  white  cow. 

Signed,  ALEXANDER  SCOTT,       1 

GEORGE  MARTIN,  I   T   , 

HAYDOCK  GARRIGUES,    \Jua,Jes- 
GEORGE  ESREY,  J 

Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855. 

SECTION  II.— SHORT  HORNS,  UNDER  TWO  YEARS  OLD. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  : 

The  Committee  of  Judges  respectfully  state  that  the  animals  which  they  were 
called  on  to  examine,  were  excellent  in  quality,  giving  evidence  of  judicious  and 
skillful  breeding.  They  were  in  high  condition,  and  very  creditable  to  their 
owners.  Your  Committee,  after  a  prolonged  and  careful  examination,  report  the 
following  awards  to — 
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DENNIS  KELLY,  Lower  Merion,  Montgomery  Co.,  the  first  premium  of  six 
dollars  for  his  bull,  "  Hector,"  between  1  and  2  years  old. 

P.  K.  LAMBERT,  West  Philadelphia,  the  second  premium  of  three  dollars, 
for  his  bull,  "  Bichelor,"  between  1  anJ  2  years  old. 

AARON"  CLEMENT,  Philadelphia,  special  premium  of  three  dollars,  for  his 
year-old  bull. 

RICH'D  T.  CART  WRIGHT,  North  Penn,  a  special  premium  of  three  dol- 
lars for  his  16  months-old  bull,  "Bill." 

CHARLES  KELLY,  Kellyville,  Delaware  Co.,  first  premium  of  three  dollars, 
for  his  11  months-old  bull,  "  Harry  Lorrequer,"  bred  by  himself. 

DENNIS  KELLY,  the  first  premium  of  five  dollars,  for  his  18  months-old 
Heifer,  (not  named)  bred  by  himself. 

CHARLES  KELLY,  the  second  premium  of  three  dollars,  for  his  18  months- 
old  heifer,  "Kit,"  bred  by  himself. 

OWEN  SHERIDAN,  Chestnut  Hill,  special  premium  of  two  dollars,  for  his 
18  months-old  heifer,  "  Miss  Kerby." 

JNO.  J.  HO  OPES,  Kingsessing,  a  special  premium  of  two  dollars,  for  his  16 
months-old  white  heifer,  "  Snowball." 

WM.  D.  RICKARD8,  Berkley,  a  special  premium  of  two  dollars,  for  his  18 
months-old  dun  heifer,  "Susannah." 

OWEN  SHERIDAN,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  the  first  premium 'of  two  dollars,  for 
his  year-old  heifer,  "  Beauty." 

JOHN  M-GOWAN,  of  Bridesburg,  a  special  premium  of  one  dollar  for  his  10A 
months-old  red  heifer,  "Emma." 

CHARLES  KELLY,  a  special  premium  of  one  dollar  for  his  11  months-old 
heifer,  "  Miss  Louisa." 

Commendation. 

OWEN  SHERIDAN,  for  his  twin  heifers  out  of  "  Nell." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed,  L.  HENRY  TWADDELL,  M.  D.,  1, 

JESSE  GEORGE,  I    r   , 

BENJ.  SERRILL,  >Juages. 

ADAM  ECKFELDT,  J 

Powellon,  Sep.  13,  1855. 

SECTION  III— DEVONS— ALL  AGES. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  promoting  Agriculture  : 
The  Committee  on  Devon  Cattle  beg  leave  to  make  the   following  awards  to 

JOSEPH  LONGSTRETH,  White  Marsh,  Montgomery  county,  the  first  pre- 
mium of  ten  dollars  for  his  4  years  and  6  months  old  bull,  "  Duck." 

GEORG  ;  F.  CUR  WIN,  Lower  Merion,  Montgomery  county,  the  second  pre- 
mium of  six  dollars,  for  his  2  years  old  bull,  "  Massasoit." 

GEORGE  BLIGHT,  Germantown,  the  first  premium  of  eight  dollars,  for  his 
4*  years  old  cow. 

JOSEPH  LONGSTRETH,  the  second  premium  of  four  dollars,  for  his  7 
years  old  cow  "  Lillie." 

GEORGE  T.  CURWIN,  the  first  premium  of  eight  dollars,  for  his  cow  be- 
tween 3  and  4  years  old. 

W.  VANZANDT,  of  Montgomery  Square,  Montgomery  county,  the  second 
premium  of  four  dollars,  for  his  cow  between  3  and  4  years  old. 

GEO.  BLIGHT,  the  first  premium  of  six  dollars  for  his  heifer  between  2  and 
3  years  old. 

AARON  CLEMENT,  Philadelphia,  the  second  premium  of  three  dollars, 
for  his  heifer  between  2  and  3  years  old. 
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AARON  CLEMENT,  the  first,  premium  of  six  dollars,  for  his  bull  between  1 

and  2  years  oh!. 
ISAAC  PEARSON,  Holmesburg-,  the  second  premium  of  three  dollars,  for 

his  bull  between  1  and  2  years  old. 
AARON  CLEMENT,  the  first  premium  of  five  dollars,  for  his  6  months  old 

hpifer. 
AARON  CLEMENT,  the  second  premium  of  three  dollars  for  his  6  months 

old  heifer. 
AARON  CLEMENT,  the  first  premium  of  three  dollars,  for  his  4  months 

old  calf. 
W.  VANZANDT,  the  second  premium  of  two  dollars,  for  his  seven  weeks 

old  calf. 
JOSEPH  LONGSTRETH,  the  first  premium  of  three  dollars,  for  his  10 

months  old  bull  calf. 

The  undersigned  regret  that  they  were  not  able  to  award  premiums  to  other 
fine  cattle,  which  were  on  the  ground,  but  which  did  not  come  under  the  rules 
of  the  Society. 

Signed,  RICHARD   PIM,  ) 

JOSEPH   PALMER,    }  Judges. 
OWEN  SHERIDAN,  ) 

Powelton,  September  12,  1855. 

SECTION  IV.— ALDERNEYS— ALL  AGES. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  promotion  of  Agriculture : 

The  Committee  of  Judges  on  Alderney  neat  cattle — all  ages,  respectively  report: 
That  the  number  of  cattle  of  a  pure  stock  offered  tor  their  inspection  was 
limited,  in  some  classes  furnishing  no  competition.  Among  those  offered  there 
were,  however,  very  fine  specimens,  well  deserving  the  meed  of  praise,  to  the 
owners  of  which  the  following  premiums  have  been  awarded: 

DR.  L.  HENRY  TWADDELL,  Maylandville,  the  first  premium  of  ten  dol- 
lars, for  his  5  years  old  red  and  white  bull  "  St.  Nicholas,"  bred  by  heirs  of 
Nicholas  Biddle.  Esq. 

AARON  CLEMENT,  Philadelphia,  the  second  premium  of  six  dollars,  for 
his  2  years  old  bull. 

WM.  S.  TORR,  West  Philadelphia,  the  first  premium  of  eight  dollars,  for 
his  3  years  old  red  and  white  cow  "  Beauty." 

DR.  L.  HENRY  TWADDELL,  the  first  premium  of  six  dollars,  for  his  2£ 
years  old  red  and  white  heifer  "Empress,"  bred  by  Professor  Wm.  Gibson. 

The  Committee  were  much  pleased  with  a  bull,  exhibited  by  Thomas  Bealer, 
Lower  Merion,  and  believing  that,  though  not  entitled  to  the  second  premium,  it 
was  worthy  of  particular  notice,  would  recommend  the  award  to  the  owner  of  a 
special  premium  of  four  dollars. 

There  were  offered  for  the  inspection  of  the  Committee, — as  Aklerneys, — eight 
head  of  cattle, — four  by  Wm.  Supplee,  three  by  Peter  Rose,  and  one  by  Wm.  D. 
Rickards,  all  of  Blockley— which,  as  was  unanimously  decided,  should  have  been 
entered  under  the  name  of  Brittanys.  The  Commitiee  is  confident  that  the 
owners  believed  their  cattle  to  be  as  represented;  and  the  more  so,  because  in 
former  years  the  same  kind  of  stock  was  exhibited,  and  received  by  this  Society, 
as  Alderne)S.  The  Committee  feels  itself  placed  in  a  novel  and  unpleasant 
position — not  being  able  to  allow  the  cattle  above-mentioned  to  compete  with 
the  pure  Alderneys,  and  at  the  same  time  being  unwilling  to  throw  them  out 
altogether.  If  there  were  premiums  offered  tor  Brittanys,  or  any  other  way  de- 
signated by  the  Society  in  which  these  cattle  could  receive  proper  notice,  its 
duty  would  be  plain — to  pass  them  over  to  the  appropriate  committee.  In  view 
of  existing  circumstances,  and  of  the  fact  that  these  cattle  are  excellent  of  their 
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kind,  it  is  recommended  that  complimentary  premiums  be  awarded  to  their  re- 
respective  owners,  as  follows: 

To  Wm.  Supplee,  $8.00 ;  to  Peter  Rose.  $6.00 ;  and  to  Wm.  D.  Rickards, 
$2.00. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed,  JAMES  ANDREWS,  ") 

EDGAR  N.  BLACK,  j 

ISAAC  NEWTON,  V Judges. 

RICHARD  CART  WRIGHT,  | 
J.  BRINTON  SMITH,  J 

Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855. 

SECTION  V.— AYRSHIRES. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture : 
The  Judges  on  Ayrshire  catle,  award  premiums  as  follows:  to 
WM.  STRUTHERS,  Blockley,  the  first  premium  of  eight  dollars,  for  his  10 

year  old  cow  "  Lassie." 
CHARLES  W.  HARRISON,  Torrisdale,  first  premium,  six  dollars,  for  his 
3  year  old  heifer  "  VVhiteface." 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Signed,  CHARLES  KELLY,  i 

R.  PATTERSON,      1  Judges. 
S.  C.  W1LLITS,        } 
Powelton,  Sept.  14,  1855. 


SECTION  VI.— NATIVES  AND  GRADES. 
To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agricullure : 

Your  Judges,  after  carefully  examining  the  stock  submitted  to  their  inspection' 
respectfully  report  the  following  awards :  to 

GEORGE  MARTIN,  the  first  premium,  of  eight  dollars,  for  his  cow  over  4 
years  old. 

JOHN  TURNER,  23d  Ward,  the  second  premium,  of  four  dollars,  for  his  11 
year  old  cow. 

CHARLES  W.  HARRISON,  of  Torrisdale,  the  first  premium,  of  eight  dol- 
lars, for  his  Devon  and  Ahlerney  cow,  between  3  and  4  yeaus  old. 

WM.  STRUTHERS,  Blockley,  the  first  premium,  ol  six  dollars,  for  his  2 
years  old  Durham  and  Ayrshire  heifer  "  Nellie." 

ROBERT  LITTLE,  West  Philadelphia,  the  second  premium,  of  three  dol- 
lars, for  his  2  years  old  heifer,  "  Queen." 

L.  II.  TWADDELL,  M.  D.,  Maylandville,  the  first  premium,  of  five  dollars, 
for  his  16  months  old  Dun  and  White  Alderney  and  Brittany  heifer,  "  Marion." 

GEORGE  MARTIN,  Rose  Hill,  the  second  premium  of  three  dollars,  for 
his  heifer  between  1  and  2  years  old 

ROBERT  LITTLE,  West  Philadelphia,  the  first  premium  of  two  dollars,  for 
his  8  months  old  heifer  "Dairy  Maid." 

RICHARD  T  CARTWRIGIIT,  of  North  Penn,  a  special  premium  of  four 
dollars,  for  his  14  months  old  red  heifer. 

Commendations. 
ISAAC   NEWTON,    EDWARD   GORMAN,    WM.   S.   TORR,    THOMAS 
HUMPHREYS,  HENRY  PALMER,  WM.  VANZANDT,  and  GEORGE 
SMI  l  H. 

Signed,  GUSTAVUS  ENGLE,        ) 

JONAS  BOWMAN,  }  Judges. 

HERBERT  REYNOLDS,  ) 
Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855. 
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SECTION  VII.— WORKING  OXEN  AND  FAT  CATTLE. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  : 

Your  Judges  on  Working  Oxen,  reference  being  had  to  their  performance, 
report  that  they  award  to   ■ 

JOHN  J.  HOOPES,  of  Kingsessing,  the  first  premium  of  Ten  Dollars,  for  his 

4  year  old  Dark  Red  Oxen,  "  mixed"  breed 

OWEN  SHERIDAN,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  the  second  premium  of  Six  Dollars, 

for  his  6  year  old  Oxen  "Buck"  and  "Berry." 
FREDERICK  RITER,  of  Kingsessing,  the  third  premium  for  his  6  year  old  red 

Oxen. 
GEORGE  BLIGHT,  of  Germantown,  a  special  premium  of  Ten  Dollars  for  his 

pair  of  Devon  Oxen. 
NELSON  WENTZ,  of  24th  Ward,  the  first  premium  of  Six  Dollars,  for  his 

5  year  old  fat  Steer  "  General  Taylor." 

Commendation. 

JOHN  G.  FRAME,  of  Kingsessing,  for  his  9  year  old  Red  Working  Oxen. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed,  PASCHAL  WORTH,  )    T    , 

ROBERT  T.  POTTS.    )  JaaSes- 
Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855. 


CLASS   III. 

SHEEP. 


To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  : 

The  Committee  on  Sheep,  having  examined  them  with  much  care,  award  to — 
AARON  CLEMENT,  of  Philadelphia,  the  first  premium  of  Five  Dollars,  for 

the  Best  Long  VVooled  Buck  over  one  vear  old. 
MURPHY  &  FLYNN,  of  West  Philadelphia,  the  second  premium  of  Three 

Dollars,  for  the  second  best  Long  Wooled  Buck. 

No  Bucks  und^  r  one  year  old  offered. 
MURPHY  &  FLYNN,  the  first  premium  of  Five  Dollars,  for  the  best  two 

Long  Wooled  Ewes  over  One  year  old. 
MURPHY  &  FLYNN,  the  second  premium  of  Three  Dollars,  for  the  next 

best  Two  Long-  Wooled  Ewes  over  one  year  old. 
AARON  CLEMENT,  the  first  premium  of  Five  Dollars  for  the  best  South 

Down  Buck,  over  one  year  old. 
JAMES  THORNTON,  JR.,  of  Byberry,  the  second  premium  of  Three  Dollars 

for  the  next  best  South  Down  Buck,  over  one  year  old. 

No  South  Down  Bucks  under  one  year  old  offered. 
AARON  CLEMENT,  the  first  premium  of  Five  Dollars,  for  the  best  Two 

South  Down  Ewes  over  one  year  old. 
JAMES  THORNTON,  JR.,  the  second  premium  of  Three  Dollars  for  the 

next  best  Two  South  Down  Ewes  over  one  year  old. 
CHARLES  i  OMLY,  of  Byberry,  the  first  premium  of  Three  Dollars  for  the 

best  Two  Ewe  Lambs  between  4  and  8  months  old. 

The  next  best  none  offered. 


44 

I.  &.  G.  B.  NEWTON,  of  Pennsville,  Delaware  Co.,  a  special  premium  of  Five 

Dollars  for  a  Tartary  Buck — Ewe  &  Limb. 
I.  &  G.  B.  NEWTON,  a  special  premium  ofTwo  Dollars  for  two  Half  Blood 

Tartary  Ewe  Lambs. 
DR.  G.  EMERSON,  of  Philadelphia,  a  special  premium  of  Five  Dollars  for 

Four  Half  Blood  Tartary  Bucks  and  Four  Half  Blood  Tartary  Ewes. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed,  BRYAN  JACKSON,        ^ 

DAVID  B.  PAUL,  I    T    , 

JOSHUA  NEWBOLD,     f  JuaSes- 
ISAAC  SHOEMAKER,  J 

Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855. 


CLASS   IV. 

SWINE. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture. 

The  Judges  on  Swine  have  closed  their  examination,  and  award  premiums  as 
follows :  to 

ROBERT  PURVIS,  of  Byberry,   the  first  premium  of  four  dollars  for  his 

17  months  old  Suffolk  Boar. 
ROBERT  PURVIS,  the  first  premium  of  four  dollars  for  his  17  months  old 

Suffolk  Sow. 
JOSHUA  NEWBOLD,  of  Byberry,  the  first  premium  of  four  dollars  for  his 

Berkshire  sow  and  6  pigs,  each  four  months  old. 
R.  T.  CARTWRIGHT,  North  Peun,  the  first  premium  of  four  dollars  for  his 

White  Bsrkshire  Boar,  over  one  year  old. 
R.  T.  CARTWRIGHT,  of  North  Penn,  the  first  premium  of  four  dollars, 

for  his  2  year  old  Chester  County  Sow. 
JAMES  THORNTON,  JR.,  the  second  premium  of  two  dollars  for  a  Suffolk 

Sow  over  1  year  old. 
R.  T.  CARTWRIGHT,  the  first  premium  of  four  dollars  for  his  24  weeks  old 

White  Berkshire  Sow 
R.  T.  CARTWRIGHT,  the  first  premium  of  four  dollars  for  his  27  weeks  old 

White  Berkshire  Boar. 
R.  T.  CARTWRIGHT,  the  second  premium  of  two  dollars  for  his  24  weeks 

old  White  Berkshire  Boar. 
AARON  CLEMENT,  of  Philadelphia,  a  special  premium  of  four  dollars  for 

his  year  old  Suffolk  and  Berkshire  Grade  Boar. 

Signed,  CHARLES  GARRETT,  } 

FRANCIS  PUTT,  }  Judges. 

Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855.  REESE  PYATT,  ) 
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CLASS    Y. 

POULTRY. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture: 

The  Judges  on  Poultry  having-  examined  the  many  varieties  on  Exhibition  find 
the  collection  not  so  large  as  was  anticipated.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  so 
little  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  department  of  farming,  valuable  alike  to  the 
cultivator  and  the  citizen.     Your  Judges  make  the  following  awards  to — 

ROBERT  PURVIS,  Byberry,  the  premium  of  four  dollars  for  best  pair  of 

fowls  of  any  breed. 
JOHN  McGO WAN,  Bridesburg,  the  premium  of  three  dollars  for  the  best 

pair  of  Cochin  China  fowls. 
JAMES  T.  CRABB,  M.D.,  West  Philadelphia,  the  premium  of  two  dollars 

for  the  next  best  pair  of  Cochin  China  fowls. 
JAMES  T.  CRABB,  M.D.,  W.  P.,  the  premium  of  three  dollars  for  the  best 

pair  of  Dorking  fowls. 
JAMES  T.  CRABB,  M.D.,  W.  P.,  the  premium  of  three  dollars  for  the  best 

pair  of  Game  fowls. 
JAMES  T.  CRABB,  M.D.,  W.  P.,  the  premium  of  three  dollars  for  the  best 

pair  of  B!ack  Spanish  fowls. 
A.  HOLDEN,  the  premium  of  three  dollars  for  the  best  Poland  fowls. 
JAMES  GILLESPIE,  Philadelphia,  the  premium  of  three  dollars  for  the  best 

pair  of  fowls  under  one  year  old,  improved  breed. 
S.  C.  RADFORD,  West  Philadelphia,  the  premium  of  three  dollars  for  the 

best  pair  of  Bantam  fowls. 
JOSEPH  LONGSTRETH,  White  Marsh,  the  premium  of  three  dollars  for 

the  best  pair  of  Geese. 
WILLIAM  T.  BUNKER,  Blockley,  the  premium  of  two  dollars  for  the  next. 

best  pair  of  Geese. 
S.  C.  RADFORD,  the  premiiam  of  Three  Dollars  for  the  best  pair  of  Ducks. 
SAMUEL  COPE,  the  premium  of  Two  Dollars  for  the  next  best  pair  of  Ducks. 
J.  T.  CRABB,  M.D.,  the  premium  of  Four  Dollars  for  the  best  display  of 

fowls. 
ROBERT  PURVIS,  a  special  premium  of  Three  Dollars  for  a  fine  collection 

of  fowls. 
S.  C.  RADFORD,  a  special  premium  of  Three  Dollars  for  a  fine  collection 

of  fowls. 
A.  HOLDEN,  a  special  premium  of  Three  Dollars  for  the  best  pair  of  Silver 

Pheasants. 
JAMES  RIDINGS,  Philadelphia,  a  special  premium  of  Three  Dollars  for  the 

best  pair, of  Golden  Pheasants. 
JOHN  McGOWAN,  a  special  premium  of  Two  Dollars  for  his  superior  white 

Shanghai  Cock. 
S.  C.  RADFORD,  a  special  premium  of  Three  Dollars  for  his  superior  Poland 

Ducks. 
JAMES  TAYLOR,  Callowhill  St.,  Philadelphia,  a  special  premium  of  a  Silver 

Medal  for  his  fine  display  of  Stuffed  Poultry  and  other  Birds. 
HUGH  McILVAINE,  West  Philadelphia,  a  complimentary  Diploma  for  his 

well  preserved  and  beautifully  arranged  collection  of  Stuffed  Birds. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed,  HENRY  HAGUE,  ^ 

FURMAN  D.  HOLMES,  I  T   , 
CHARLES  K.  ENGLE,     [JucL9es- 

Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855.  J.  M.  WILLIAMS,  j 
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CLASS  VI. 

IMPLEMENTS  AND  MACHINERY. 

SECTION  L— TILLAGE. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture: 

Your  Judges  award  Silver  Medals  to — 

BRADFIELD  &  JENKS,  Philadelphia,  for  the  best  Clod  Crusher. 

LEWIS  COOPER,  for  the  best  Lime  and  Manure  Spreader,  exhibited  by  Pas- 
chal 1  Morris  &  Co. 

C.  B.  ROGERS,  Philadelphia,  for  the  best  power  corn  planter. 

P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  for  the  best  Grain  and  Seed  Drill,  (Pen- 
nocks.) 

The  Judges  award  Bronze  Medals  to — 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  best  Single  Sub-soil  Plough. 

C.  B.  ROGERS,  for  the  best  Sub-soil  Plough. 

P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  the  best  assortment  of  Hoes,  (Tuttles.) 
SHEBLE  &  LAWSON,  for  the  best  assortment  of  Manure  Forks. 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  best  Large  Harrow. 
D.  LANDRETH  &  SON  for  the  best  Cultivator. 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  assortment  of  best  Shovels  and  Spades. 
GEORGE  BUCKMAN,  Anchor ville,  Bucks  co.,  for  the  best  Two  Horse  Cul- 
tivator. 
D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  best  Hand  Drill  for  Seed. 

The  Judges  award  Diplomas  to — 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  best  Draining  Pipes  or  Tiles. 

BRADFIELD  &  JENKS,  for  the  best  Potatoe  Dropper. 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON.  for  Skeleton  Plough. 

P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  the  best  Hill-side  Plough. 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  second  best  Large  Harrow 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  second  best  Cultivator,  (reversible.) 

DAVID  SNIDER,  24th  Ward,  for  lot  of  Shovels  and  Spades,  made  and  depo- 
sited by  him,  a  good  article. 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  Stacey's  Grain  Drill.     This  machine,  combining 
many  valuable  properties,  is  simple  and  accurate  in  its  performance,  will  sow 
Oats  and  Grass  Seed  as  well  as  Grain,  and  is  admirably  manufactured. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Signed,  WILLIAM  STAVELY, ) 

WATSON  COMLY,       }  Judges. 
Powellon,  Sept.  13,  1855.  CHARLES  COMLY,      ) 

SECTION  II.— FOR  GATHERING  CROPS. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia   Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture : 

The  Judges  to  whom  were  referred  Agricultural  Implements  and  Machinery  for 
Gathering  Crops,  make  the  following  report,  and  award  to — 

C.  B  ROGERS,  Philadelphia,  for  his  Mowing  and  Reaping  Machine  Combined, 
"  Allen--,"  a  Silver  Medal  and  Ten  Dollars. 

P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  the  second  best  Mower  and  Reaper  Combined,  "  Man- 
ny's," a  Bronze  Medal  and  Five  Dollars. 
The  Judges  also  award  Silver  Medals  to — 
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P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  the  best  Mowing  Machine,  "Ketchum's." 
P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  the  best  Reaping  Machine,  "  Atkin's." 

The  undersigned  award  Bronze  Medals  to — 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  best  Self-adjusting  Hay  Elevator  and  Blocks. 

P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  the  best  Grain  Scythes. 

STEVENS,  PECK,  &  Co.,  Vermont,  for  the  best  assortment  of  Hay  Forks, 

exhibited  by  P.  Morris  &  Co. 
D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  best  Grass  Scythes. 
P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  the  best  assortment  of  Grain  Cradles,  "  Grant's." 
D.   LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  best  Horse  Rake,  "  Delano's,"  Independent 

Tooth. 

C.  B.  ROGERS,  for  the  best  Clover  Gatherer. 

D.  LANDRETH6&  SON,  for  the  best  Six  Grain  Cradles,  various  patterns. 

The  undersigned  award  Diplomas  to — 
BRADFIELD  &  JENKS,  for  the  best  Man-power  Hay-rake. 

C.  B.  ROGERS,  for  the  best  Mowing  Machine  for  Salt  Grass. 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  the  best  assortment  of  Wood  and  Iron  Scythe 
Snathes. 

P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  the  best  assortment  of  Wood  Scythe  Snathes. 
BRADFIELD  &  JENKS,  for  an  ingenious  Machine  for  Grass  Cutting,  in  which 

the  Knives  are  Driven  by  Belting. 
JOSEPH  MANNING,  Philadelphia,  for  his  valuable  improvement  in  Knives  for 

Cutting  Grain  and  Grass. 
WILLIAM  B.  COATES,  Philadelphia,  for  his  Corn  and  Cane  Cutter. 
J.  R.  DRAKE,  Burlington,  N.  J.,  for  his  improved  Grain  Cradle. 
P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  the  best  assortment  of  Hand-rakes. 

Signed,  P.  B.  SAVERY,  1 

JOHN  S.  HAINES,     I   .    , 
HENRY  K.  BOYER,  f  Jud8es- 
Fowelton,  Sept.  13,  1855.  A.  L.  ELWYN,  J 

SECTION  III.— PREPARING   PRODUCTS   FOR  MARKET  OR  CON- 
SUMPTION. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  : 

The  Judges  to  whom  were  referred  articles  under  Class  VI.,  Section  3rd,  would 
report  that  on  account  of  the  great  number  and  mixed  character  of  the  articles 
referred  to  them,  and  the  limited  time  allowed  for  the  examination,  they  fear 
that  many  articles  deserving  of  favourable  notice  have  been  overlooked.  The 
undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  pleasure  which  they  feel  in 
noticing  the  rapid  advances  which  the  Manufacturers  of  Agricultural  Implements 
are  making,  in  constructing  and  adapting  their  articles  to  the  various  purposes 
designed,  and  the  ingenuity  displayed  in  the  varied  patterns  and  improvements. 

To  the  following  exhibitors  the  Judges  recommend  the  award  of  a  Silver 
Medal. 

A.  L.  ARCHAMBAULT,  Philadelphia,  for  his  Double  Cylinder  Portable  Steam 
Engine. 

S.  M.  McCUTCHEN,  Philadelphia,  for  his  Improved  Portable  Mill. 

F.  S.  BOAS,  Reading,  Pa.,  for  Krauser's  Portable  Cider  and  Wine  Mill. 

REUBEN  DANIELS,  for  his  Horse-power  Hay,  Straw  and  Fodder  Cutter,  ex- 
hibited by  P.  Morris  &  Co. 

ROSS,  SCOTT  &  Co.,  for  the  Little  Giant  Corn  and  Cob  Crusher. 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  Reading's  Power  Corn  Shel  er  and  Fan. 

C.  B.  ROGERS,  for  Woodbury's  Patent  Lever-mounted  Horse-power  Thresher 
and  Cleaner. 
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ALFRED  BLAKER,  for  his  Endless-floor  Horse-power  Single  Thresher  and 
Separator,  exhibited  by  P.  Morris  &  Co. 

To  the  following  exhibitors  the  undersigned  recommend  the  award  of  a 
Bronze  Medal. 

P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  Self-acting  Cheese  Press. 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  Seely's  Hand  Straw  and  Cork-stalk  Cutter. 

RO<S,  SCOTT  &  Co.,  for  Smith's  Great  Western  Sheller  and  Cleaner. 

ABBOTT  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  for  Hay  and  Cattle  Scales. 

P.  MORRIS  &  Co.,  for  Spain's  Power  Churn. 

WILLIAM  O'NEAL,  Philadelphia,  for  Dickinson's  Thermometer  Churn. 

ALFRED  BLAKER,  tor  his  Clover  Huller.     ■ 

JESSE  ROBERTS,  for  his  Grain  Fan,  exhibited  by  P.  Morris  &  Co. 

To  the  following  we  would  recommend  the  award  of  a  Diploma  : 

WM.  S    REINERT,  for  his  machine  for  weighing  and  printinp-  Butter. 
D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  for  their  Root  Cutter. 

C.  BRADFIELD,  for  his  Sausage-StufTer  and  Lard  Press. 
ARTHUR.  BURNHAM  &  CO.,  for  their  Self-Sealing  Preserving  Cans. 
MORRIS,  JONES  &  CO.,  for  their  Boiler-Heads,  63  inches  in  diameter,  large 

size  and  excellent  workmanship. 
LETTfE  A.  SMITH,  for  her  Butter- Worker. 
SERGENT  &  FOSTER,  for  their  Apple-Parer. 

Signed,  HENRY  B.  M.  BIRKENBINE, ) 

S.  V.  MERRICK,  }     Judges. 

SAMUEL  C.  WILLITS,  ) 

PoweWn,  Sept.  13,  1855. 

SECTION  IV.—  FOR  TRANSPORTATION. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  : — 

Your  Committee  of  Judges  on  Implements  and  Machinery,  for  transportation, 
(section  IV.)  having  completed  their  examination,  desire  to  say,  that  the  work- 
manship and  ingenuity  manifest  a  perfection  of  art  which  cannot  be  too  highly 
commended.  Your  Judges  therefore  submit  the  following  awards  of  merit, 
viz. :  to 

LACEY  &  PHILLIPS,  of  Philadelphia,  a  silver  medal,  for  their  beautiful  dis- 
play of  light  harness.  The  superior  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
these  articles,  and  the  elegance  of  the  workmanship,  are  worthy  of  all  praise. 

CHARLES  BRADFIELD,  a  bronze  medal,  for  his  self-loading  and  unloading 
cart  for  grading  purposes. 

JOHN  H.  ALLEN  &  CO.,  a  bronze  medal,  for  the  best  display  of  cedar- 
ware. 

NEW  JERSEY  ANGULAR  HAME  COMPANY,  a  bronze  medal,  for  a 
superior  display  of  hames,  which  are  every  way  worthy  of  the  merit  claimed 
for  them. 

D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  a  bronze  medal,  for  assortment  of  best  swingle- 
trees,  trace-chains,  cow-chains,  log-chains,  and  ox-shovels. 

P.  MORRIS  &  CO.,  a  diploma,  for  the  best  display  of  garden-wheelbarrows. 
CHARLES  BAUM,  of  Philadelphia,  a  diploma,  for  his  superior  spring-seats 

for  carriages. 
MARTIN  ULRICH,  a  diploma,  for  the  best  display  of  cedar-ware. 
P.  MORRIS  &  CO.,  a  diploma,  for  the  best  yoke  for  working  oxen. 
ALLEGOOD  &  KEAHL,  a  diploma,  for  a  fine  display  of  horse-collars. 
H.   COULTER,   a   diploma,   for   excellent  display  of  willow-ware,   baskets, 

hampers,  and  sleighs. 
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Commendations. 

ANDREW  TEAMER,  for  a  set  of  model  cart-harness. 

R.  SWIFT,  for  willow-ware,  baskets,  &c. 

BRADFIELD  &  JENKS,  for  their  improved  carriage  jack. 

FRENCH  &  SYMMES,  for  their  carriage  axles. 

WM.  THORNLEY,  for  his  improved  linch-pin  washers. 

E.  &  P.  COLEMAN,  for  their  carriage  bolts. 

C.  R  ROGERS,  for  ox  scoops. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Signed,  GEO  K.  ENGLE, 

C.  F.  HENSEL, 

Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855. 


Judges. 


SECTION  V.— TOOLS,  UTENSILS  AND  FURNITURE. 

To  the   President  of  the  Philadelphia   Society  for  promoting  Agricidture: 
The  Judges  report  as  follows,  to 

P.  MORRIS  &l  CO.,  a  silver  medal  and  ten  dollars,  for  the  best  display  of 

agricultural  implements. 
D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  a  bronze  medal  and  ten  dollars,  for  the  second  best 

display  of  agricultural  implements. 
JACOB  JONES  &  CO.,  Frankford  Penna.,  a  silver  medal,  for  "Plumbs'  Mor- 
ticing Machine,"  on  account  of  its  originality,  ingenious  construction,  and 

practical  usefulness. 
S.  A.  HARRISON,  Philadelphia,  a  silver  medal,  for  enamelled  slate  mantels, 

in  imitation  of  marble,  manufactured  by  the  "  Brooklyn  Marble  Co."     These 

are  a  very  beautiful  article,  and  of  much  less  cost  than  marble. 
M.  ALDEN,  Philadelphia,  a  silver  medal,  for  his  patent  fan  blower,  the  best 

on  exhibition. 
THOMAS  BUTLER,  Philadelphia,  a  bronze  medal,  for  the  best  display  of  tin 

and  copper  ware  and  bath-tubs. 
HARTMAN  &  SAXE,  a  bronze  medal,  for  their  surveying  instruments,  of 

good  workmanship. 
COURTNEY  &  WILLETS,  Philadelphia,  a  bronze  medal,  for  their  three 

sets  cottage  furniture,  a  very  good  display  and  of  fine  workmanship. 
THOMAS  WALTER,  Jr.,  a  bronze  medal  for  his  model  of  Pierson's  hoop  and 

moulding   machine,  a   very  ingenious   and   well   constructed    machine,  and 

appears  to  perform  well. 
THOMAS  J.  WILLIAMS,  a  bronze  medal,  for  his  lot  of  cooking  stoves  and 

ranges,  a  very  creditable  display,  style  good,  castings  smooth,  and  fully  sus- 
taining the  reputation  of  the  maker. 
GARTLEY  &  MATLACK,  a  diploma,  for  one  direct-acting  steam  pump,  and 

two  fan  blowers,  well  made  and  effective  machines. 
J.  B.  DRAWBAUGH,  Cumberland  Co.  Pa.,  a  diploma,  for  his  shingle  and  head 

cutter,  a  novel,  ingenious  and  well  constructed  machine.     Experience  alone 

can  determine  whether  it  is  superior  to  other  machines  used  for  the  same 

purpose. 
J.  B.  DRAWBAUGH,  a  diploma,  for  his  stave  jointer. 
T.  J.  KNAPP,  a  diploma,  for  his  spoke-turning  machine,  appears  to  operate 

well. 
J.  P.  KNAPP,  a  diploma,  for  Carter's  dumping  wagon,  a  handy  contrivance. 

Commendations. 

SAMUEL  McFARREN,  for  his  grate  bars,  a  serviceable  article. 
THOMAS  WALTER,  Jr.,  for  hoops  and  mouldings,  made  by  Pierson's  machine. 
HENRY  AUGE,  for  his  portable  heater. 
4 
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S.  A.  HARRISON,  for  Chilson's  furnace,  a  good  article. 

S.  A.  HARRISON,  for  enamelled  parlor  grates  for  burning  coal,  manufactured 
by  the  "  Mirror  Marble  Co.,"  a  beautiful  article,  and  does  much  credit  to  the 
manufacturers. 

J.  W.  QUEEN,  for  optical,  mathematical  and  philosophical  instruments. 

McALLISTER  &  CO.,  for  optical  instruments.  The  above  named  instru- 
ments afford  a  very  fine  display,  but  before  making  any  award,  it  would 
be  desirable  to  test  the  various  instruments,  and  we  therefore  refer  them  to  the 
committee  of  arrangement. 

Signed,  ALAN  WOOD,        I   .   , 

GEO.  H.  BURGIN,  \  Jud£es- 

Addendum. 
JAMES  WOOD  &  CO.,  a  diploma,  for  their  imitation  Russia  sheet  iron. 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  12,  1855. 

SECTION  VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  : 

The  Judges  en  Miscellaneous  Articles  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  found  on 
exhibition  a  much  larger  variety  of  articles  than  they  anticipated,  and  they  beg 
leave  to  express  their  thanks  to  the  many  contributors  for  so  fine  a  display. 
They  have  endeavored  to  do  justice  to  all,  but  fear  that  in  so  large  a  collection 
some  articles  may  have  been  overlooked. 

The  Judges  report  the  following  awards  : 

EDWARD  LANE,  West  Philadelphia,  a  silver  medal,  for  the  best  display  of 

carriages. 
D.  LANDRETH  &  SON,  a  bronze  medal,  for  best  pumps  for  wells. 
A.  C.  BROWN,  a  bronze  medal,  for  the  best  hydraulic  ram. 
GEO.  J.  LINK,  Philadelphia,  a  bronze  medal,  for  the  best  display  of  terra 

cotta  ware. 
PASCHALL  MORRIS  &  CO.,  a  bronze   medal,  for  the  best  wire   fence, 

(Lowell.) 
ISAAC  P.  BRANNEN,  Frankford,  a  bronze  medal,  for  Jenny  Lind  carriages. 
THOMAS  COLEMAN,  Philada.,  a  bronze  medal,  for  very  fine  Calcutta  kips. 
JACOB  HUMMEL,  St.  John  street,  a  bronze  medal,  for  his  very  fine  display  of 

morocco. 
J.  L.  YOUNG,  a  diploma,  for  a  fine  display  of  hats. 
JAMES  P.  WOOD,  a  diploma,  for  his  hitching  post  and  wash-pan. 
H.  M.  CRAWFORD,  a  diploma,  for  his  superior  calf-skin,  in  rough. 
L.  LANGSTROTH,  a  diploma,  for  his  moveable  bee-hive. 
VAN  BEEL  &  VANDERBECK,  a  diploma,  for  their  wire  window  shades. 
S.  C.  FUNSTON,  a  diploma,  for  his  self-supporting  scaffold. 

Signed,  ANDREW  R.  CHAMBERS,  ) 

JESSE  M.  WILLIAMS,         >  Judges. 
C.  B.  ROGERS,  ) 

Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855. 


CLASS   VII. 

ARTICLES  OF  HOUSEHOLD  PRODUCTION. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  award  premiums  for  Articles  of  Household  Pro- 
duction, report  that  they  award  to 

MRS.  KATE  S.  COURTNEY,  Camden,  N.  J.,  a  diploma,  for  her  tufted  medal- 
lion chair. 

MRS.  HANNAH  McNULT,  Chester,  Delaware  county,  a  premium  of  two 
dollars,  for  baby's  cloak  and  slippers. 

MRS.  SCHNEIDER,  Doylestown,  Bucks  county,  one  dollar,  for  her  embroi- 
dered cloak. 

MRS.  SUSANNAH  WOOD,  West  Philadelphia,  a  premium  of  two  dollars, 
for  her  zephyr-worked  ottoman  cover. 

MRS.  GEO.  W.  HOLLA  WAY,  Philadelphia,  a  premium  of  one  dollar,  for 
her  zephyr- worked  ottoman  cover. 

MRS.  ALICE  SOLOMON,  West  Philadelphia,  a  premium  of  two  dollars,  for 
her  crotchet-worked  anti-macassar. 

MRS. HANLINE,  Philadelphia,  a  premium  of  one  dollar,  for  her  variety 

and  display  of  crotchet-work. 

ROBERT  T.  SCHRINER,  West  Philadelphia,  a  diploma  and  a  premium  of 
two  dollars,  for  his  cone-work  frame  of  insects,  etc. 

MRS.  HANNAH  McNULT,  a  premium  of  one  dollar,  for  plain  needle-work 
— a  beautifully  made  shirt. 

MRS.  J.  GAINER,  West  Philadelphia,  a  premium  of  one  dollar,  for  a  bed- 
quilt. 

FREDERICK  HASSOLD,  Philadelphia,  a  premium  of  one  dollar,  for  a  cake 
and  sugar  artificial  flowers. 

MRS.  C.  H.  WINSLOW,  Philadelphia,  a  diploma,  for  two  varieties  of  very 
beautiful  hair-work. 

MRS.  E.  JACOBS,  a  diploma,  for  her  taste  and  skill  in  millinery. 

Commendations. 

MISS  KATE  NEWELL,  West  Phila.,  for  her  well-wrought  embroidered  cloak. 
MR.  B.  KESTER,  for  his  fine  display  of  millinery. 
MR.  H.  B.  KING,  for  his  fine  display  of  millinery. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed  by  the  Committee  of  Ladies. 

Powelton,  Sept.  13,  1855. 


CLASS   VIII. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS. 

SECTION  I. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promotion  of  Agriculture : 

The  Committee  on  Agricultural  Produce,  Section  1,  respectfully  report,  that 
the  display  of  butter,  lard,  cheese,  and  ham,  was  unusually  meagre.  The  exces- 
sive heat  of  the  weather  obliged  the  exhibitor  of  the  only  lot  of  butter,  to  with- 
draw it,  before  examination  by  your  Committee.  There  were  several  very  fine 
displays  of  horticultural  products,  the  Committee  noticed  as  particularly  fine, 
those  of  Albinus  Felton,  George  Blight,  James  Jones,  gardener  of  Girard  College, 
D.  Landreth,  E.  Paramore,  and  John  Riley,  gardener  to  Insane  Hospital,  and 
John  Kinnier,  gardener  of  T.  Dunlap.  After  a  careful  examination,  the  Com- 
mittee have  concluded  to  award  to — 
ALBINUS  FELTON,  the  first  premium  of  five  dollars,  for  the  best  and  most 

varied  display  of  vegetables. 
JOHN  RILLEY,  gardener  of  Insane  Hospital,  the  second  premium  of  Three 

Dollars. 
PATRICK  McSTAY,  gardener  to  GEORGE  BLIGHT,  first  premium  of  Five 

Dollars,  fur  the  best  display  by  an  amateur. 
JAMES   JONES,  of  Girard   College,  premium   of  Three  Dollars,  for  the 

second  best. 
ALBINUS  FELTON,  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  the  best  six  heads  of  Drum 

Head  or  Flat  Dutch  Cabbage. 
LOUIS  HAHN,  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  the  best  six  pumpkins. 
DAVID  LANDRETH,  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  the  best  marrow  squash. 
FRANCIS  PARKINSON,  the  first  premium  of  Three  Dollars,  for  the  best 

box  of  honey. 

The  display  of  honey  by  Francis  Parkinson  was  very  fine,  and  the  arrange- 
ment of  his  hive  very  ingenious. 

A  loaf  of  rye  bread  was  exhibited  by  Mrs.  C.  S.  Wampole,  of  Montgomery 
County.  The  grain  was  raised  and  ground  and  the  bread  baked  on  the  farm. 
The  Committee  recommend  it  as  particularly  worthy  of  notice.  The  flour  is 
unusually  fine  and  the  bread  very  well  made.  The  Committee  recommend  it  as 
worthy  of  a  premium. 

The  Committee  had  some  difficulty  in  deciding  between  the  various  displays 
of  vegetables ;  they  were  all  extremely  creditable  and  well  worthy  of  notice. 

Signed,  E.  E.  BOUDINOT,  )  Comm[itee 

CRAIG  BIDDLE, 


Powelton,  Sept.  12,  1850* 


SECTION  II. 


To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promotion  of  Agriculture : 

The  Committee  to  examine  Agricultural  Products,  Section  II.,  report,  that  an 
extensive  and  unusually  fine  display  of  specimens  of  the  various  crops  came 
under  their  notice,  which,  in  many  instances,  rendered  it  difficult  to  decide  to 
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whom  the  premiums  should  be  awarded.    The  following  is  a  list  of  those  regarded 

as  offering-  the  highest  claims: 

WM.  STAVELY,  Bucks  County,  first  premium  of  Three  Dollars,  for  best 

White  Wheat,  Variety  Golden  Flint. 
RICHARD  PIM,  of  Chester   County,  second   premium   of  One  Dollar,  for 

second  best  White  Wheat,  Variety  Early  Georgia. 
RICHARD  PIM,  of  Chester  County,  special  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for 

White  Mediterranean  Wheat. 
J.  F.  LUKENS,  of  twenty-third  ward,  first  premium  of  Three  Dollars,  for  best 

Red,  Variety  Mediterranean. 
S.  C.  &  J.  W1LLETTS,  second  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  second  best,  same 

variety. 
S.  C.  &  J.  WILLETTS,  of  twenty-third  ward,  first  premium  of  Two  Dollars, 

for  Corn,  White  Flint  Variety. 
JOHN  RILLEY,  first  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for  Gourd  Seed  Variety. 
WM.  S,  TOY,  of  twenty-fourth  ward,  first  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for  Gourd 

Seed  Mixed. 
C.  L.  WAMPOLE,  of  Montgomery  County,  first  premium  of  Two  Dollars, 

for  Rye,  White  Variety. 
J.  F.  LUKENS,  second  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  Rye,  Common  Variety. 

C.  L  WAMPOLE,  of  Montgomery  County,  first  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for 
Potato  Oats. 

S.  C.  &  J.  WILLETTS,  second  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  Oats,  Black 
Variety. 

JOHN  RILLEY,  of  Philadelphia  Insane  Asylum,  first  premium  of  Two  Dol- 
lars, for  Potatoes,  Mercers, 

D.  LANDRETH,  of  Bristol,  first  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for  Potatoes,  Fox's 
Seedling. 

GEORGE  URIAN,  of  Kingsessing,  special  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  Pota- 
toes, Mercers. 

C.  HEFT,  of  Germantown,  first  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for  Potatoes  from 
English  Seed. 

GEO.   BLIGHT,  of  Germantown,  first  premium   of  One   Dollar  for  Sugar 

Beets. 
JAMES  JONES,  of  Girard  College,  first  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  Long 

Red  Beet. 
J.  F.  LUKENS,  of  twenty-third  ward,  first  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  Mangle 

Wnrtzel. 
EDWARD  PARAMORE,  of  Germantown,  first  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for 

Orange  Carrots. 
J.  F.  LUKENS,  first  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  White  Carrots. 
W.  &  E.  H.  HAWKINS,  Ninth  above  Poplar,  first  premium  of  Three  Dol- 
lars, for  the  best  Barrel  Flour. 
JOHN    RILLEY,   of   Philadelphia    Insane    Asylum,   first   premium    of   Ten 

Dollars,  for  the  best  display  of  Agricultural  Products  generally. 
JAMES  JONES,  of  Girard  College,  premium  of  Four  Dollars,  for  second  best 

display  of  Agricultural  Products  generally. 

D.  LANDREPH,  of  Bristol,  premium  of  Three  Dollars,  for  the  best  collection 
of  Cultivated  Grasses. 

PASCHALL  MORRIS  &  CO.,  special  premium  of  Three  Dollars,  for  the 
best  display  of  Cultivated  Grass  Seeds. 

G.  EMERSON,  ) 

ISAAC  PEARSON,      }  Committee. 

GEO.  W.  HOLME,       ) 
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CLASS  IX. 

FRUITS  AND  FLOWERS. 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  : 

The  Judges  in  Class  IX.,  Fruits  and  Flowers,  respectfully  report,  that  they 
have  awarded  the  following  premiums  in  compliance  with  the  schedule : 
J.  LACY  DARLINGTON  &  CO,  West  Chester,  Pa.,  the  premium  of  Five 

Dollars,  for  the  best  collection  of  Evergreens  (Coniferse,)  in  pots. 
PATRICK   McSTAY,    gardener  to  George   Blight,  the  premium  of  Three 

Dollars,  for  the  best  designs  for  baskets  and  bouquets. 
HENRY  SMITH,  gardener  to  S.  Morris  Wain,  the  premium  of  Two  Dollars, 

for  the  best  collection  of  Grapes,  (Isabella,)  12  bunches. 
HENRY  SMITH,  the  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for  the  best  varieties  of  foreign 

Grapes  raised  in  cold  house. 
HENRY  SMITH,  a  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for  the  best  specimen  of  Black 

Hamburgh.    # 
T.  GARTH,  of  Roxborough,  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for  his  new  American 

Seedling  Pear  "  Philadelphia." 
S.  KEYSER,  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for  his  new  American  Seedling  Apple, 

"  Cornell's  Favorite." 
HENRY  STOUT,  of  Moreland,  Montgomery  County,  premium  of  Two  Dollars, 

for  best  12  specimens  of  Apples,  (Maiden's  Blush). 
S.  KEYSER,  of  Germantown,  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  for  12  best  specimens 

of  Pears. 
JOHN  PERKINS,  of  Moorestown,  N.  J.,  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  the  best 

collection  of  Apples,  3  specimens  each. 
R.  BUIST,  of  Kingsessing,  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  best  collection  of  Pears, 

3  specimens  each. 
DANIEL  M.  JONES,  of  Kingsessing,  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  best  half 

peck  of  Peaches. 
CHAS.  MORRIS,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  best  6  Water- 
melons. 
JOHN  RILLEY,  gardener  at  Insane  Asylum,  premium  of  One  Dollar,  for  the 

best  6  Egg-plants. 

The  Judges  also  recommend  a  special  premium  of  Two  Dollars,  to  each  of 
the  following  contributors : 

DANIEL  M.  JONES,  for  a  dish  of  fine  Lodge  Pears. 
CHARLES  COMLY,  of  Byberry,  for  a  dish  of  very  fine  Seckel  Pears.j 

"  "  "  for  a  dish  of  White  Doyenne  Pears. 

P.  R.  FREAS,  of  Germantown,  for  a  fine  collection  of  fruit. 
D.  LANDRETH,  for  a  fine  collection  of  new  Melons,  embracing  the  following 

varieties  :  Stillman  and  Nameless  Melons,  and  the  Ice  Rind,  Georgia,  Robin 

des  Bois,  and  Orange  Watermelons. 

Signed,  W.  D.  BR1NCKLE,  ) 

L.  E.  BERCKMANS,  }     Judges. 

HUGH  COOPER  HANSON,  ) 
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unclassified; 

To  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture : 

The  Judges  of  Unclassified  Articles,  beg  leave  to  report  the  award  of  a 
Bronze  Medal  to — 
R.  BATES,  of  Philadelphia,  forhia  instruments  for  the  cure  of  Stammering. 

Of  Diplomas  to — 

C.  BRENTZINGHOFFER,  for  a  very  elegant  display  of  Carriage  and  House 
Brushes. 

R.  N.  STEWART,  for  his  Patent  White-wash  Brushes. 

C.  MARSH  &  CO.,  for  their  Surgical  Apparatus. 

SIMON  GARTLAND,  for  his  beautiful  and  costly  Hearse. 

J.  E.  McCLEES,  for  the  best  Ambrotypes. 

M.  A.  ROOT,  for  the  best  paper  Photographs. 

WM.  F.  SCHEIBLE,  for  his  Embossed  Cards  and  Presses. 

ISAIAH  LUKENS,  M.  D.,  for  his  new  plan  of  fitting  Mineral  Teeth. 

JONES,  WHITE,  &  McCURDY,  for  their  display  of  Mineral  Teeth. 

WM.  CONWAY,  for  his  Fancy,  Staple  and  Chemical  Olive  Soaps. 

HENRY  NEFF,  for  his  machine-made  Paper  Hangings. 

DINGEE  &  BRO.,  for  Hecker's  Farina  and  Maccaroni. 

CHAS.  D.  THUM,  for  his  superior  Brushes. 

LEWIS  FISHBLATT,  for  his  Carriage  Robes. 

MILLS  B.  ESPY,  for  his  superior  Pickles,  Ketchups,  and  Preserves. 

JOS.  B.  GARRET,  for  his  elegant  Plated  Ware. 

R.  W.  KENSIL,  for  his  Venetian  Blinds. 

EASTLACK  &  BURROUGHS,  for  Artificial  Teeth,  Block  and  Plate  Work. 

JAMES  WILCOX,  for  Rotary  Smoothing  Irons. 

WELLS  &  PROVOST,  for  their  Self-sealing  Cans. 

B.  C.  EVERETT,  for  his  Trusses  and  Surgeons'  Bandages. 

JAMES  GIBBONS,  for  his  «  American  Coffee." 

WM.  MANN,  for  his  Lithographic  Checks. 

(Signed.)  PAUL  B.  GODDARD,     "] 

JOHN  McCLURE,  I       ,   , 

H.  K.  BOYER,  f     Jud§es- 

A.  L.  ELWYN.  J 
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Complimentary  bronze  medals  are  also  awarded  to  J.  L.  GORMAN  for  best 
horse  to  saddle.  To  JOHN  CLARK  for  best  horse  to  harness,  and  to  J.  G. 
SHOWAKER  for  the  best  horse  to  wagon. 


ADDRESS  OF  GOVERNOR  BIGLER, 

BEFORE    THE- 

PHILADELPHIA 

talg  for  IPriraw&g  Jgritnltitr.et 

Delivered  on  Friday,  September  14th,  1855. 


AT    POWELTON. 


It  is  a  high  privilege  to  address  the  Society  first  organized  on  this  continent 
for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  and  I  feel  exceedingly  flattered  by  your  invita- 
tion to  perform,  as  best  I  can,  the  welcome  task.  It  is,  besides,  a  pleasure  and 
an  honor  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  sagacious  and  good  men  who,  amidst 
the  surgings  of  a  mighty  sentiment  which  has  just  added  another  member  to  the 
family  of  nations,  conceived  theideaofan  institution  for  the  advancement  of  hus- 
bandry. But  a  few  years  the  junior  of  our  great  Republic,  the  institution  in  its 
aims  and  purposes  was  not  entirely  dissimilar.  The  former  designed  the  practice  of 
a  new  principle  in  the  science  of  government — the  sovereign  right  of  the  people, 
and  the  consequent  political  and  moral  elevation  of  the  masses;  the  latter  pro- 
posed the  application  of  scientific  truths  to  the  practice  of  man's  first  and  noblest 
pursuit.  The  origin  of  both  was  also,  to  some  extent,  common,  as  they  were  pro- 
moted by  the  same  patriotic  and  daring  spirits.  Those  who  had  performed  a 
noble  part  in  the  Revolution  and  in  shaping  the  government,  Washington.  Frank- 
lin, R.  Morris,  Gov.  Langdon,  Matthew  Carey,  and  a  host  of  others,  were  num- 
bered amongst  the  early  members  of  the  Society. 

Ever  since,  under  the  genial  smiles  of  our  liberal  institutions,  this  Society  has 
maintained  an  active  agency  in  the  cause  of  agriculture,  and  has  equalled,  I 
doubt  not,  the  highest  hopes  of  its  founders.  With  an  origin  so  ancient  and  hon- 
orable, objects  so  worthy,  and  a  history  so  full  of  interest,  no  language  of  mine 
could  elevate  it  in  your  esteem.  Its  own  works  have  beautifully  exemplified  the 
wisdom  of  the  purpose  that  gave  it  existence,  as  they  have  also  furnished  the 
best  reward  of  its  patrons.  Gathering  from  other  countries  and  other  ages  the 
teachings  of  experience  in  the  art  of  farming,  and  holding  these  rich  treasures 
for  the  use  of  all,  it  became  a  fountain  of  knowledge,  from  which  agriculturists 
have  been  permitted  to  draw,  without  restraint  or  price.  Indeed,  its  early  rela- 
tions to  this  country  were  not  entirely  dissimilar,  to  those  which  Ceres,  the  God- 
dess of  Agriculture,  bore  to  ancient  Greece.  Both  were  pioneers,  in  their 
respective  countries,  in  the  great  science  which  teaches  the  art  of  gaining  sub- 
sistence from  the  soil.  Her  person  and  memory  were  idolized  for  what  she  had 
accomplished  in  this  way;  the  doings  of  the  Society  will  be  honorably  remem- 
bered, but  the  lights  of  Christianity  will  restrain  its  beneficiaries  from  the 
excesses  of  gratitude  indulged  in  by  the  less  enlightened  Greek. 

The  institution  itself  has  an  ample  reward  in  the  testimonials  to  its  good 
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works,  which  have  been  sent  up  from  all  parts  of  our  wide-spreading  country,  in 
the  numerous  auxiliary  institutions  which  have  come  into  existence  under  its 
auspices.  Nor  could  its  good  standing  be  better  attested  than  by  the  vast  con- 
course of  people  here  assembled;  by  those  bright  faces  and  sparkling  eyes  before 
us ;  and  certainly  no  more  agreeable  and  charming  compliment  could  be  offered, 
(especially  in  the  estimation  of  the  bachelor  members.)  than  is  implied  in  the 
presence  of  so  large  a  share  of  female  beauty  and  accomplishment. 

But  fellow-citizens,  you  are  certainly  not  anticipating  on  this  occasion  any- 
thing like  a  methodical  and  thorough  lecture  on  the  practice  of  agriculture.  It 
would  be  sheer  presumption  on  my  part  to  attempt  such  a  task,  and  especially  so 
in  the  presence  of  so  many  practical  and  scientific  farmers,  to  whom  I  might  fitly  be 
a  student  in  the  art.  The  best  I  can  possibly  do  will  be  to  give  you  other  men's  ex- 
perience, and  a  few  hints  at  that  philosophy  which  history  has  taught  by  examples. 
Nor  shall  I  attempt  a  labored  elucidation  of  any  one  of  its  many  interesting  de- 
partments.    A  general  view  of  the  subject  must  make  up  quite  all  my  task.  , 

The  constant  toil  of  man  for  subsistence — the  bitter  fruits  of  a  first  trangres- 
sion — is  still  the  dreaded  inheritance  of  all  his  race.  Ever  since  the  ground  was 
cursed  for  Adam's  sake,  man,  in  every  country,  clime  and  age,  has  struggled 
under  the  weight  of  the  awful  doom.  Although  dignified  at  the  beginning  to 
"dominion  over  all  the  earth,"  he  was  still  little  more  of  a  master  than  a  ser- 
vant. His  whole  kingdom  was  moved  by  a  spirit  of  mutiny  against  his  autho- 
rity. The  elements  and  the  animals  acted  in  open  disregard  of  his  will.  The 
Earth,  too,  at  times,  under  the  shadow  of  the  curse,  frowned  upon  his  unskillful 
attempts  at  cultivation.  His  doom  seemed  to  have  been  not  only  to  till  the 
soil,  but  to  do  this  in  the  right  way,  else  he  should  sweat  and  yet  gain  no  bread. 
Spontaneous  fruits  and  plants,  at  first  so  abundant,  if  permitted  to  grow  at  all, 
were  confined  to  a  limited  production.  Where  had  grown  vegetables  suited  to 
his  use,  "  thorns  and  thistles"  were  permitted  to  spring  up.  Suddenly  the  whole 
vegetable  kingdom  seemed  to  demand  his  care.  Nor  has  the  promise  of  a  con- 
tinued seed  time  and  harvest  released  him  from  this  hard  fate.  He  must  still  use 
the  means,  if  he  would  gather  life  and  comfort  from  the  workings  of  nature  about 
him. 

Fortunately,  however,  this  sad  inheritance  did  not  forbid  the  use  of  knowledge, 
as  a  means  of  mitigating  the  hardships  of  his  condition,  and  his  genius  was  called 
into  action  to  accomplish  the  end.  The  sciences  and  the  arts  came  to  his  relief. 
They  have  discovered  to  him  many  sources  of  joy  and  comfort,  of  greater  intelli- 
gence, of  enlarged  intercourse  with  his  fellow  man  ;  of  a  better  understanding  or 
the  machinery  of  nature,  and  have  enabled  him  to  gain  greater  dignity  of  posi- 
tion, and  control  over  his  insubordinate  subjects. 

But  let  us  briefly  inquire  into  the  influence  of  agriculture  upon  national  char- 
acter, as  a  standard  by  which  to  estimate  its  true  value  in  our  own  age  and 
country.  What  have  been  its  tendencies  upon  the  civilization,  the  morals  and 
the  institutions  of  the  different  nations  of  antiquity  1  The  idea  that  agricultural 
nations,  and  they  only,  have  advanced  to  a  high  state  of  civilization,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  flourishing  empires,  is  well  sustained  by  history.  Such  is 
the  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Hindoo,  in  India,  in  comparison  with  the  nomadic 
nations  of  Central  Asia,  the  Huns,  the  Mongols  and  Tartars,  who,  at  different 
periods,  overran  the  world  with  their  millions  of  warriors,  but  were  unable  to 
form  permanent  empires.  The  same  phenomenon  is  observed  in  Egypt,  which 
attained  the  highest  degree  of  civilization  and  prosperity  in  science,  art  and 
industry,  by  the  extensive  cultivation  of  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Nile.  Among 
the  Egyptians  the  religious  practices,  the  laws,  architecture,  geometry  and  astro- 
nomy stood  in  the  closest  connection  to  the  wonderful  perfection  which  agricul- 
ture attained  in  that  industrious  country.  It  was  there  that  the  idle  nomadic 
Jews  adopted  agricultural  habits,  which  afterwards,  at  the  time  of  the  conquest 
of  Palestine,  constituted  the  greatness  and  wealth  of  the  Hebrew  nation,  in  the 
periods  of  David  and  Solomon.  Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  both  the  African 
nations  in  the  West  and  the  Arabs  in  the  south,  remained  barbarians. 
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Agriculture  was  likewise  the  prominent  characterise  among-  the  Greek 
tribes.  The  Goddess  of  Agriculture,  Ceres,  and  the  God  of  Wine,  Bacchus, 
were  considered  the  benefactors  of  mankind  ;  and  in  their  honor  were  instituted 
the  sacred  mysteries  and  numberless  festivals.  It  was  to  agriculture  that  Rome 
owed  her  early  virtues,  the  purity  of  her  manners,  and  her  conquests.  She 
became  great  by  means  of  this  branch  of  industry,  for  it  was  through  her  agri- 
cultural colonies  on  the  frontiers  of  her  provinces,  that  she  preserved  her  domi- 
nions and  the  patriotism  of  her  citizens.  Rome  did  not  fall  until  she  neglected  her 
agricultural  institutions.  It  had  been  the  proud  boast  of  the  Romans  that  whilst 
61  the  Coliseum  stands  Rome  shall  stand  ;"  but  the  Coliseum,  in  the  absence  of 
agriculture,  could  not  save  her  from  political,  physical,  and  moral  degradation. 

The  Goths,  the  Vandals,  the  Lombards  and  other  Germanic  hordes,  were 
nomades  and  hunters,  who  prostrated  the  fertile  provinces  of  the  Roman  empire 
with  fire  and  sword.  Many  of  those  nations  perished  in  their  infancy — agricul- 
ture saved  the  rest. 

Particularly  remarkable  has  been  the  influence  of  agriculture  on  the  Sclavo- 
nian  nations  of  Eastern  Europe.  Those  tribes  who,  advancing  westward  from 
Sarmatia,  (Russia,)  were  nomadic,  only  occupied  in  the  breeding  of  such  ani- 
mals as  the  Avars  and  Cumars,  remained  barbarous  and  were  soon  extirpated ; 
while  the  great  agricultural  Sclavonian  tribes,  the  Russians,  the  Poles,  the  Bel- 
gians and  others,  formed  mighty  empires. 

In  our  own  day,  we  can  testify  to  its  vast  influence  in  all  Europe  and  on  this 
continent.  Nothing  that  has  occurred  within  a  century,  has  given  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France,  and  some  of  the  Germanic  States,  such  strength  and  vigor  as 
the  improved  condition  of  agriculture.  Without  that  improvement,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  that  England  could  have  so  long  sustained  her  colossal  system  of  credit, 
or  that  the  powers  now  at  war  in  Europe,  conld  have  so  long  answered  the  drafts 
upon  their  treasuries  and  granaries,  to  sustain  a  vast  non-productive  population. 

But  nowhere  has  its  progrees  been  more  interesting  than  in  the  United  States. 
Here  we  can  read  some  of  the  brightest  pages  of  its  history,  as  we  can  also  pon- 
der upon  the  terrible  consequences  of  its  neglect,  as  written  in  the  sad  history  of 
the  extirpated  tribes  of  American  Indians. 

In  ours,  as  in  all  new  countries,  agriculture  is  a  pioneer.  When  a  wilderness 
is  to  be  occupied,  the  farmer  must  take  the  lead.  He  must  fell  the  forest,  culti- 
vate the  soil,  and  produce  from  it  the  means  of  subsistence ;  then  the  mechanic, 
merchant,  capitalist  and  manufacturer  can  follow ;  and  it  then,  fortunately,  has 
the  largest  share  in  shaping  the  habits  and  morals  of  the  people.  Its  begin- 
nings, in  our  colonies,  were  small  and  humble,  and  its  instruments  rude ;  but  it 
has  already  grown  into  the  mightiest  of  all  our  industrial  pursuits,  and  like  the 
course  of  Empire,  has  taken  its  westward  way  until  American  Agriculture  is 
practised  even  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  The  first  experiments  were  pecu- 
liarly interesting.  The  rude  instruments  of  primitive  agriculture  in  the  colonies 
— the  wooden  plough,  the  brush  harrow,  the  willow  harness  for  the  horses  and 
oxen — are  interesting  relics  of  the  best  efforts  of  its  founders. 

But  it  is  now  practised  with  better  instruments  in  our  own  country,  and  has 
become  a  controlling  influence  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  It  acts  as  a 
kind  of  financial  or  business  thermometer,  by  which  the  impulses  and  purposes 
of  nations  are  regulated.  Every  other  interest  and  purpose  is  so  largely  de- 
pendent upon  it,  that  its  indications  are  closely  scrutinized.  The  Generals  in 
the  field  at  Sebastopol,  the  Premier  at  London,  the  Emperors  at  Paris  and  St. 
Petersburg  have  doubtless  watched  the  signs  for  the  past  year  with  even  more 
solicitude  than  the  most  destitute  of  the  people.  Nor  has  the  merchant  in  the 
counting-house  been  unmindful,  of  the  state  of  the  crops.  The  operator  at  the 
stock  board,  too,  whether  "bull  or  bear,"  in  his  attempts  to  see  through  the  dim 
vista  of  the  future,  draws  much  of  his  cunning  from  the  fields  of  the  farmers. 
The  railroad  man,  with  his  bonds  in  the  market,  not  less  than  the  manufacturer 
and  mechanic,  feels  that  his  fate  is  identified  with  that  of  the  tiller  of  the  soil. 

The  nature  of  this  great  occupation  and  its  influence  upon  character  may  be 
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noticed.  To  say  that  it  is  ancient,  honorable,  natural  and  useful,  is  but  the 
expression  of  admitted  truth.  In  its  political  bearings  it  is  republican,  simple 
and  virtuous.  It  was  at  the  beginning,  as  it  must  always  be  at  the  foundation  of 
all  great  national  and  individual  achievement.  Commerce,  navigation  and 
manufactures  can  only  move  in  unison  with  agriculture.  It  is  indispensable  to 
the  development  of  a  great  people  and  a  flourishing-  empire.  In  its  adaptation  to 
the  purposes  of  men,  it  has  been  most  touchingly  described  by  a  Grecian  writer, 
"as  the  most  common  nurse  of  all  ages  and  conditions  of  life;  as  a  source  of 
health,  plenty,  riches  and  a  thousand  sober  delights  and  honest  pleasures,  as  the 
mistress  of  sobriety,  temperance,  justice  and  religion,"  and  I  have  often  thought 
that  of  all  occupations,  the  influence  of  husbandry  was  most  favorable  to  the 
development  of  philosophy  and  Christianity.  Its  designs  being  so  purely  natural 
and  noble,  embrace  but  little  calculated  to  pervert  the  better  qualities  of  our 
character.  The  whole  volume  of  nature,  so  wonderful  in  its  teachings,  is  con- 
stantly open  before  the  farmer,  inviting  him  to  communion  with  the  purest 
thoughts  and  highest  aims ;  to  the  contemplation  of  God  in  nature.  The  whole 
process  of  agriculture,  like  the  machinery  of  the  universe,  testifies  to  him  of  the 
agency  of  a  superior  power  in  the  line  of  his  daily  pursuit.  There  is  not  a  stalk 
in  his  vast  fields  of  grain,  a  spire  of  grass  by  the  wayside,  a  lily  in  the  meadow, 
or  a  lilac  by  the  garden  fence,  or  a  cactus  on  the  window  sill,  a  drop  of  dew 
on  the  tender  blossom,  nor  a  ray  of  light  that  penetrates  the  quiet  mansion, 
nor  a  breeze  of  air  that  waves  the  wheat,  that  does  not  reflect  his  Maker's 
will  and  illustrate  some  principle  in  the  philosophy  of  nature. 

It  is,  too,  the  happy  lot  of  the  farmer  to  be  largely  exempted  from  the  embit- 
tering influences  of  contentions  with  his  fellow  man,  so  corrupting  in  political, 
commercial,  and  even  professional  circles.  He  has  no  schemes  to  devise  or  de- 
ceptions to  practise,  to  accomplish  the  ends  of  his  calling.  The  rewards  of  his 
labor  are  not  dependent  upon  the  actions  of  others,  and  he  is  required  to  yield 
none  of  his  manhood  in  devotions  to  the  proud  and  vain.  No  agency  intervenes 
between  him  and  that  Power  which  gives  or  withholds.  If  he  tills  the  soil  pro- 
perly and  the  dews  fall  upon  the  grass ;  if  the  rains  moisten  the  roots  of  the 
wheat,  and  the  rays  of  the  sun  warm  the  face  of  the  earth,  he  is  likely  to  be  re- 
warded for  his  toil.  How  constantly  these  things  must  remind  him  of  a  Superior 
agency,  and  of  his  own  insignificance  and  dependence.  Other  pursuits,  it  is  true, 
are  dependent  upon  the  same  Power  ;  but  that  dependence  is  not  so  constantly 
and  strikingly  presented.  The  artist  directs  his  pencil  with  much  self-reliance, 
and  feels  that  so  soon  as  he  has  occupied  the  necessary  time,  the  picture  will  be 
complete.  The  mechanic,  skilled  in  his  line,  feels  assured  that  his  own  agency 
will  produce  the  structure  designed.  It  is  far  otherwise  with  the  tiller  of  the 
soil ;  "he  must  cast  his  bread  upon  the  waters,  with  the  hope  of  taking  it  up 
after  many  days."  When  he  has  performed  his  part,  intelligently  and  thoroughly, 
as  he  always  should  be  competent  to  do,  a  great  work  remains. 

But  what  can  be  done  to  advance  still  farther  this  great  art,  so  suited  to  the 
soil,  climate,  and  institutions  of  our  country,  and  so  adapted  to  the  habits  and  in- 
clinations of  a  large  class  of  our  people  1 

Societies  have  been  extensively  formed  and  have  exercised  a  useful  influence. 
The  power  of  association  and  unity,  so  beautifully  illustrated  in  the  fable  of  the 
bundle  of  sticks,  is  attained  in  this  way.  Separated,  individual  farmers  may 
not  be  able  sufficiently  to  test  the  truths  of  the  science,  or  to  resist  the  progress 
of  error ;  but  their  aggregated  knowledge,  acting  through  a  common  agent, 
gives  them  immense  power.  Societies  are  a  common  depository  for  all  that  is 
discovered  in  the  science.  The  experiments  of  one  member  become,  in  this  way, 
the  guide  of  all.  Like  a  mineralogical  cabinet  that  displays  the  gems  and  trea- 
sures gathered  by  many,  from  widely  separated  fields,  for  the  use  and  education 
of  each.     And  in  this  consists  largely  the  utility  of  these  institutions. 

Exhibitions,  such  as  we  have  witnessed  on  the  present  occasion,  have  also  a 
most  valuable  tendency.  They  teach  the  farmer  on  the  system  of  visible  signs; 
and  I  have  a  respect  for  the  system,  in  moral  as  well  as  in  physical  matters.     I 
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am  sure,  at  least,  that  the  sight  of  Cincinnatus'  rude  plough,  made  of  the  crooked 
limbs  of  a  tree,  would  satisfy  the  most  dull  that  there  had  been  some  improve- 
ment in  the  implements  of  husbandry  since  the  days  of  its  great  champion.  But 
the  opportunity  of  judging  by  comparison  is  peculiarly  useful  as  relates  to  the 
breed  of  animals,  the  quality  of  fruits,  and  the  operation  of  machinery.  They 
also  beget  a  spirit  of  emulation  which  leads  to  useful  results — for  no  man,  how^ 
ever  humble,  feels  entirely  willing  to  be  excelled  in  his  own  line,  and  with  a 
fair  opportunity,  he  will  endeavor  to  escape  the  unpleasant  issue.  M'Cormick 
is  not  disposed  to  see  his  Mower  and  Reaper  superceded  by  the  production  of  any 
other  man's  brain.  The  breeder  of  cattle  and  horses,  the  grower  of  grains,  fruits 
and  plants,  are  each  anxious  for  the  highest  premium,  not,  indeed,  so  much  for 
its  intrinsic  value,  as  for  the  glory  of  having  a  diploma  in  the  line  of  their  pro- 
fession. The  influence  of  general  intercourse  promoted  in  this  way,  is  both  use- 
ful and  agreeable.  Farmers  become  acquainted  for  a  wide  circre,  and  compare 
ideas  and  experiments. 

But  should  such  societies,  such  as  I  have  described,  be  the  only  agency  em- 
ployed? I  think  not.  I  am  for  the  establishment  of  Farm  Schools--,  in  which 
maybe  blended  both  the  theory  and  practice  of  Agriculture,  so  that  the  student 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  reducing  the  science  to  practice  and  at  once  testing 
its  utility.  And  why  should  not  such  a  system  of  education  be  regularly  estab- 
lished 1  Why  should  the  means  of  instruction,  so  fully  provided  in  every  other 
branch  of  industry,  be  neglected  in  this,  the  greatest  of  all  ?  When  the  fanner 
wishes  to  make  his  son  a  thorough  mechanic,  merchant,  lawyer  or  doctor,  navi- 
gator or  even  a  soldier,  he  knows  where  to  send  him  to  be  educated  ;  but  if  the 
son  wishes  to  be  a  fanner,  he  must  gain  his  knowledge  of  the  pursuit  as  best  he 
can,  in  the  hard  school  of  practice.  The  establishment  of  a  Farm  School  in  the 
State  and  the  maintenance  of  it,  for  a  time  at  least,  out  of  the  common  fund, 
would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to  our  Agriculturists  and  be,  in  my  opinion,  a 
measure  of  true  policy.  And  I  hope  sincerely  that  the  movement  now  on  foot, 
to  found  such  an  institution,  may  succeed.  The  agricultural  interest  is  entitled 
to  at  least  this  pittance.  It  is  the  farmers  who  furnish  the  largest  share  of  sol- 
diers in  time  of  war,  and  pay  ojjr  taxes  in  peace.  It  was  the  blood  of  farmers 
that  dedicated  the  soil  of  Lexington  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  their  Herculean 
blows  were  steadily  dealt  for  that  cause  to  the  end;  and  even  now,  their  con- 
stant love  of  country,  constitutes  the  surest  guarantee  for  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Republic.  But,  I  am  for  the  schools,  anyhow,  as  a  means  of  complete  accom- 
plishment for  agriculturists.  I  am  for  the  system,  because  of  the  mental  vigor, 
and  dignity  of  character,  which  the  study  is  so  well  calculated  to  bestow.  It  is 
no  answer  to  say  that  all  could  not  avail  themselves  of  this  plan,  or  that  some  of 
the  theories  should  not  be  reduced  to  useful  practice. 

I  am  aware  that  some  right-minded  citizens  have  had  strong  prejudices 
against  these  views,  and  what  they  term  "  book  farming"  or  '■  fancy  agricul- 
ture." But  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  the  force  of  the  objection.  If  agricul- 
ture be  not  a  proper  field  for  the  operation  of  intellect,  where  else  shall  one  be 
found'?  If  the  understanding  of  natural  causes  be  not  useful  in  husbandry, 
where  can  it  be  applied'?  Not  certainly  in  commerce,  navigation,  manufactures, 
or  even  in  the  mechanic  arts,  is  a  fitter  field  presented.  Those  who  manifest 
such  a  dread  of  the  term  science  have  evidently  magnified  its  import;  they 
regard  it  as  signifying  something  almost  superhuman.  When  in  truth  it  means 
nothing  more  than  the  acquisition  of  a  larger  share  of  that  knowledge  which 
they  themselves  are  constantly  endeavoring  to  gain.  If  then  a  little  knowledge 
be  good,  will  not  more  be  better'?  But  this  class  of  people  recognize  no  mode  of 
acquiring  this  intelligence  except  by  experience,  and  some  have  even  discarded 
the  idea  of  theory  entirely.  Now  it  will  certainly  be  agreed  that  practice  is  an 
excellent  school,  better  in  this,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other  branch  of  industry: 
but  is  it  not  equally  clear  that  in  the  absence  of  theoretical  knowledge  it 
becomes  unnecessarily  expensive  1  The  young  farmer,  learned  in  the  theory, 
will  certainly  gain  the  practice  more  readily,  and  without  the  use  of  so  many 
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costly  experiments.  And  why  not  advocate  the  absence  of  knowledge  in  any 
other  department  of  science]  It  could  be  as  well  maintained  that  the  science 
of  medicine  should  be  acquired  through  a  school  of  practice  alone. 

The  quack  could,  in  this  way,  gain  some  idea  of  the  effect  of  his  nostrums  on 
the  human  system.  But  who  would  answer  for  the  victims  of  his  mal-practice? 
The  pretender  in  surgery,  armed  with  rude  implements,  could  sever  the  limbs  of 
the  patient,  and  so  often  as  a  given  operation  produced  death,  he  could  shift  the 
process  until  he  should  become  wonderfully  wise  at  the  expense  of  better  men's 
lives.  It  is  almost  as  cruel,  and  it  is  quite  as  easy  to  murder  the  soil  and  its  off- 
spring by  an  unskillful  use  of  stimulants  or  nutriment.  Indeed,  the  whole  range 
of  the  objection  is  founded  in  fallacy.  The  intellect  of  man,  so  prolific  of  won- 
derful discoveries  and  inventions,  for  the  promotion  of  other  sciences,  should  not 
be  restricted  in  its  operations  upon  this ;  and  it  should  have  proper  organs  to 
facilitate  its  work.  That  God-like  attribute  which  has  enabled  men  to  solve  the 
most  difficult  problems  in  natural  and  moral  philosophy;  that  has  empowered 
them  to  measure  the  universe  in  its  amazing  economy,  the  earth,  the  heavens, 
and  the  space  between;  to  discover  other  worlds  and  determine  their  dimensions 
with  mathematical  precision;  to  navigate  the  trackless  ocean  by  fixed  geo- 
graphical rules;  to  number  the  stars  and  foretell  for  months  and  years  the  time 
of  eclipses  and  the  approach  of  comets ;  to  tame  even  the  electric  fluid,  so  awful 
in  its  lightning  career,  and  make  it  subject  to  the  will  of  man,  and  to  doom  the 
great  elements  of  fire  and  water  to  perform  his  daily  drudgery — I  say  why 
restrain  this  mighty  agency  in  its  operations  upon  agriculture  1 

But,  again,  we  may  inquire,  upon  what  should  this  agency  act!  What  know- 
ledge is  most  needed  and  what  are  the  degrees  of  the  study? 

Agriculture  has  been  defined  "  as  the  art  of  obtaining  from  the  ground  the 
largest  crop  of  useful  vegetables  at  the  smallest  expense" — and  I  am  sure  that 
to  make  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where  but  one  had  been  found,  looks 
like  doubling  the  capacity  of  the  earth  to  sustain  animal  life.  The  science  of 
the  work  consists  mainly  in  the  knowledge  of  natural  causes  and  understanding 
how  to  make  a  judicious  application  of  them. 

The  work  of  subduing  the  primitive  soil,  of  fencing  and  draining  the 
fields,  of  seeding,  cultivating,  fallowing  and  cleansing  the  ground,  the  use 
of  implements,  the  selection  of  animals  and  the  application  of  common  ma- 
nures, may  be  rated  elementary  lessons  in  the  science,  but  knowledge  more 
difficult  to  attain  and  more  powerful  when  possessed,  may  be  necessary 
to  a  thorough  use  of  the  means  of  agriculture,  and  be  rated  the  higher 
branches  of  the  study.  Under  this  head  may  be  embraced  a  knowledge  of  the 
elements  of  soil,  ascertained  by  chemical  experiments,  the  nature  of  vegetable 
life  in  its  vast  variety,  the  properties  of  stimulants  for  the  soil,  and  the  aliments 
most  nourishing  for  different  plants  and  grains.  The  farmer  might  also  know 
something  of  pathology  and  anatomy,  so  that  he  could  guard  against  those  dis- 
tempers which  at  times  so  fatally  assail  his  flocks — the  origin  and  career  of 
those  destructive  insects  which  so  frequently  cost  him  the  sweat  of  his  face 
without  the  recompense  of  bread.  Astronomy  and  meteorology  are  said  to  indi- 
cate the  proper  season  to  plough  and  sow  and  distribute  manures;  vegetable 
physiology  is  also  an  accomplishment  for  those  who  would  feed  the  plant  and 
cultivate  the  flower  ;  then,  again,  what  a  wonderful  field  for  reflection  is  pre- 
sented in  the  whole  process  of  vegetable  life — its  race  of  germination,  fructua- 
tion,  decomposition  and  reproduction ;  by  which  the  decaying  matter  of  one 
season,  transmuted  into  new  forms,  is  quickened  into  life  and  beauty  and  fra- 
grance the  next;  and  thus  the  nutriment  drawn  from  the  mother  earth  in  the 
life  and  growth  of  the  plant  is  generously  returned  in  its  death  and  decompo- 
sition. This  silent  and  hidden  process  of  nature,  like  the  lines  of  a  circle,  has 
no  end.  What  strength  and  beauty  of  intellect  and  philosophy  of  mind  must 
result  from  the  study  of  these  things'? 

But  to  speak  more  practically,  if  the  go-by-chance  system  be  good  enough,  if 
farming  is  farming,  and  it  can  be  neither  more  nor  less,  how  does  it  come,  that 
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one  acre  well  farmed  will  yield  as  much  as  three  when  the  tiller  has  not  under- 
stood the  art  1  If  none  of  the  intelligence  I  have  named  be  necessary,  how  is  it 
that  we  witness  so  many  instances  of  the  most  palpable  misuse  of  common 
stimulants  for  the  soil,  in  the  selection  of  seeds  and  the  succession  of  crops  1 
The  misapplication  of  lime  and  plaster  is  no  very  uncommon  thing.  I  could 
name  a  respectable  farmer  of  this  State,  who  became  a  convert  to  the  idea  of 
science  in  the  art  of  farming,  from  having  ruined  two  of  his  best  fields  by  the 
misapplication  of  lime.  All  farmers  know  that  lime,  plaster,  gypsum,  guano, 
ammonia,  &c,  possess  fertilizing  qualities  ;  but  without  an  understanding  of 
their  effects  upon  soils,  and  the  relation  that  these  stimulants  should  bear  to  each 
other,  they  are  found  in  the  position  of  a  mechanic  with  good  tools  which  he 
don't  know  how  to  use.  But  he  will  know  all  these  things  when  he  has  learned 
them,  but  never  before. 

But  the  inquiry  arises  at  this  point,  is  there  any  necessity  at  this  time  for  such 
efforts  to  promote  the  art  of  agriculture  1  My  answer  is  in  the  affirmative.  In 
this,  as  in  all  other  branches  of  industry,  it  is  a  good  maxim  to  do  well  whatever 
you  do.  Farming  should  be  well  done.  It  is  no  reason  against  this  view  that 
we  have  so  much  land  still  to  be  brought  into  use.  It  is  barbarous  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  breaking  in  the  virgin  soil,  and  extracting  its  original  fertility  by  a 
few  crops,  and  then  abandon  it  as  a  waste.  This  has  been  too  much  a  practice, 
but  I  hope  it  is  not  to  become  a  doctrine.  It  has  been  no  uncommon  thing  for 
farmers  in  certain  sections  of  our  country  to  clear  new  lands  rather  than  attempt 
to  renovate  the  old.  Who  that  has  travelled  extensively  in  our  own  State,  so 
famous  for  her  agriculture,  and  the  high  attainments  of  her  farmers,  has  not  been 
pained  by  the  sight  of  large  fields  of  abandoned  territory,  with  scarce  a  blade  of 
grass  to  hide  the  dust,  more  distressing  in  their  poverty  than  the  fleshless  horses 
and  oxen  reposing  on  their  surface  1  I  have  no  means  of  computing  the  amount 
in  this  Commonwealth,  but  run  no  risk  in  saying  that  the  aggregation  would  be 
startling.  In  Virginia,  the  proportion  of  abandoned  or  half-tilled  land  is  still 
much  greater.  Indeed,  this  process  of  exhaustion  in  all  the  States  is  astounding. 
In  a  report  from  the  Patent  Office  for  1850,  it  is  estimated  that  "  one  thousand 
millions  of  dollars  would  not  more  than  restore  to  their  original  richness  and 
strength,  the  100,000,000  acres  of  land  in  the  United  States  which  have  already 
been  exhausted  of  their  original  fertility."  In  Europe,  this  work  of  exhaustion 
progressed  until  it  created  alarm ;  societies,  schools,  colleges,  exhibitions  and 
rewards  have  been  resorted  to,  as  a  means  of  arresting  the  evil.  But  little  had 
been  done  in  that  country  for  agriculture  prior  to  the  middle  of  the  last  century. 
It  had  been  sadly  neglected.  The  great  effort  at  reformation,  in  England,  com- 
menced about  the  year  1793.  In  1795,  George  Washington,  and  Mr.  Sinclair, 
of  London,  corresponded  on  the  subject,  both  concurring  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
enterprise.  Then  followed  a  series  of  improvements  in  the  several  departments 
of  agriculture,  which,  extending-  to  all  parts  of  Europe,  contributed  largely 
toward  the  advance  of  England,  Belgium,  and  other  countries.  And  it  is  to  this 
improved  condition  of  agriculture  that  Great  Britain  owes  much  of  her  present 
moral  and  political  strength,  the  better  condition  of  the  masses,  and  the  influence 
of  the  government  upon  the  course  of  civilization.  There  arc  now  over  300 
agricultural  schools  in  Great  Britain ;  in  our  own  country  there  is  not  one  for 
each  of  the  States. 

But  the  power  of  well-developed  mind  has  accomplished  mighty  results  for  all 
the  industrial  interests,  by  the  production  of  those  magnificent  achievements  in 
the  sciences  and  arts  which  so  much  distinguish  the  age.  Science  has  discovered 
the  hidden  treasures  of  the  earth,  and  devised  the  means  of  unlocking  the  strong 
bars  with  which  nature  had  protected  them.  Labor-saving  machinery  has  sup- 
plied a  muscular  power  and  productive  capacity,  which  could  only  be  furnished 
by  millions  of  additional  population.  Indeed,  the  most  prolific  imagination  would 
probably  fail  in  an  attempt  to  fix  a  value  on  the  discoveries  and  inventions  of 
BJttenhouse,  of  Arkwright,  of  Fulton,  of  Whitney,  of  Watt,  of  Wittemore,  and 
others  less  prominent  in  the  galaxy  of  genius.     If  the  teachings  of  Say  and  Smith 
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be  correct,  that  productive  industry  constitutes,  mainly,  a  nation's  wealth,  then, 
indeed,  have  these  authors  given  the  world  countless  millions. 

A  comparison  between  France  and  England,  made  some  years  since,  based  on 
the  statistics  of  Baron  Dupin,  will  illustrate  most  strikingly  the  influence  of 
mechanical  power  upon  the  productive  capacities  of  nations.  On  the  ratio  of 
population,  as  exhibited  by  the  Baron,  France  should  be  as  great  a  commercial 
and  manufacturing  country  as  England  ;  but  by  means  of  machinery  the  latter 
had  increased  her  force  equal  to  a  population  of  twenty-five  millions,  whilst  that 
of  the  former,  but  little  exceed  eleven  millions.  In  agriculture,  England  would 
show  about  the  same  ratio  of  advance  over  her  present  ally,  by  the  better  culti- 
vation of  the  arts.  In  the  science  of  war,  now  so  absorbing  in  both  countries, 
however,  she  would  not  compare  so  well. 

But  it  is  in  the  United  States  that  genius  has  been  most  diligent  to  save  work. 
The  smallest  amount  of  labor  for  lhe  largest  pile  is  the  maxim  of  the  progressive 
American.  In  the  World's  Fair  at  England,  and  in  the  Exhibition  of  the  Industry 
of  all  Nations  at  New  York,  and  now  in  Paris,  the  Americans  have  stood  in 
advance,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  useful  inventions.  In  the  finer  arts  of  sculpture 
and  painting,  we  can  only  claim  for  them  a  secondary,  though  an  improving 
position. 

A  stroll  through  the  Patent  office  at  Washington  City,  noticing  the  endless 
variety  of  machinery  and  the  countless  applications  for  new  patents,  will  satisfy 
any  man,  when  he  compares  what  he  has  seen  with  what  can  be  found  in  other 
countries,  of  the  great  prominence  of  this  American  characteristic.  To  my  mind, 
it  is  the  natural  consequence  of  our  free  institutions,  so  calculated  to  render  active 
and  vigorous  the  intellect  of  all  classes  of  people. 

The  application  of  steam  to  the  propulsion  of  vessels,  an  event  not  sixty  years 
old,  has  produced  a  revolution  in  commerce  and  navigation,  by  its  wonderful 
facilities  for  transportation.  At  a  still  later  period,  stimulated  by  the  same 
influence,  the  iron  horse  commenced  his  proud  career  over  the  face  of  the  earth, 
bidding  defiance  to  the  feeble  competition  of  the  natural  animal.  The  influence 
of  this  agency  is  now  felt  in  every  corner  of  the  civilized  world,  on  land  and  on 
sea,  in  the  wilderness  of  our  own  country,  as  in  the  populous  cities  of  the  east. 
It  drives  the  steamboats  on  our  rivers  and  lakes,  and  hurries  the  cars,  freighted 
with  the  impatient  traveller,  over  and  under  the  hills  and  mountains.  Myriads 
of  hammers,  of  wheels,  of  spindles,  of  shafts  and  shuttles,  in  every  imaginable 
position,  from  the  deep  mine  to  the  attic,  five  stories  above  ground,  are  daily  and 
hourly  acknowledging  its  influence  and  performing  the  labor  of  man,  and  thus 
contributing  to  his  wealth,  his  pleasure  and  his  pride. 

The  suspension  of  its  operations  for  a  day  would  produce  the  utmost  conster- 
nation. The  whole  business  machinery  of  the  world  would  be  deranged  by 
such  an  event,  and  it  would  be  vain  to  talk  about  an  agent  to  perform  its  func- 
tions. Commerce,  manufactures  and  navigation  would  be  at  a  dead  stand. 
Indeed,  it  would  seem  that  the  earth  might  as  well  drop  from  its  axis  as  to 
attempt  to  go  on  without  steam. 

Some  people  would  be  as  much  alarmed  at  the  news,  as  was  an  old  Milleritish 
friend  of  mine,  in  1845,  to  whom  I  attempted  to  describe  the  operations  of  the 
telegraph.  He  heard  the  story  with  a  sad  expression,  and  then,  straightening 
himself  up  at  full  length,  and  heaving  a  sigh  truly  distressing,  exclaimed,  "  Well, 
Colonel,  if  that  there  things  be  so,  why  then  I  would  jist  as  leave  Gabriel  would 
blow  now  as  another  time,  for  it's  no  use,  things  can't  last." 

Railroads,  now  almost  exclusively  patronized  by  the  travelling  world,  had  no 
existence  sixty  years  ago.  In  our  own  State  they  have  superceded  the  turnpike 
road,  the  construction  of  which  so  gladdened  the  heart  of  the  patriotic  Snyder, 
and  they  are  even  now  threatening  the  use,  if  not  the  very  existence  of  the 
canals,  that  were  so  much  the  pride  of  Governors  Wolf  and  Shunk. 

Gas  light,  now  seemingly  indispensable  to  city  comfort  and  control,  had  not 
been  discovered  when  Snyder  was  Governor. 

The  use  of  the  electric  fluid,  as  an  agent  of  intercourse,  by  the  power  of  which 
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the  uttermost  parts  of  our  country  are  drawn  within  a  family  circle,  is  still  a 
more  wonderful  discovery — the  beginning  of  which  you  all  remember  ; — steam 
answered  to  annihilate  space  and  save  time ;  hut  the  telegraph  beats  time  and 
recognizes  no  space;  its  lightning  speed  is  faster  than  the  rays  of  light.  It  is 
possessed  of  the  powers  of  ubiquity — speaking  with  a  thousand  tongues  at  as 
many  different  points  ;  the  story  of  a  railroad  disaster  is  sent  trembling  on  the 
wires  for  hundreds  of  miles,  before  the  dust  of  the  collision  has  blown  away  ;  it 
commands  a  bale  of  cotton  from  New  Orleans  to  Boston,  and  the  order  goes  on 
faster  than  the  reflection  from  the  rising  sun. 

A  scarcely  less  wonderful  discovery  is  that  which  enables  a  man  in  a  few 
seconds  of  time,  and  for  a  pittance,  to  leave  a  life-like  and  durable  likeness  of  his 
person  on  a  silver-plate. 

The  art  of  printing,  weekly  presenting  the  farmer  with  the  welcome  pamphlet, 
containing  accounts  of  the  latest  discoveries  in  his  science,  and  the  daily  sheet, 
freighted  with  the  news  of  current  events,  to  interest,  amuse,  and  instruct,  has 
also  partaken  of  the  general  spirit  of  progress.  The  hand-press,  the  sheep-skin 
ball  and  the  molasses  roller,  so  cherished  even  in  the  times  of  my  own  apprentice- 
ship, have  been  shelved  by  "  Hoe's  last  fast  press,"  there  to  remain  and  be  dusted 
and  cobwebbed  over  forever. 

Nor  has  this  inventive  genius  overlooked  the  ends  of  the  Husbandman.  Its 
inroads  have  been  marked,  and  it  almost  makes  one  heave  a  sigh  for  the  things 
and  ways  that  were.  There  was  a  time  since  Penn  founded  this  commonwealth, 
when  the  only  mode  of  transporting  the  farmers'  grain  to  market  was  on  pack- 
horses — when  the  wooden  plough  and  the  brush  harrow  were  implements  of 
agriculture  ;  but  these  rude  machines  have  given  way  to  a  fine  specimen  of  metal 
and  iron  implements  suited  to  the  shape  and  character  of  the  ground.  There 
was  a  time,  too,  when  the  hand-flail  was  the  only  means  of  threshing  out  the 
grain,  and  that  primitive  fan-mill,  made  of  a  tow-linen  sheet,  with  a  man  at  each 
end  to  swing  it,  the  principal  mode  of  separating  the  chaff  from  the  wheat.  But 
the  flail  has  given  way  to  the  threshing-machine,  and  the  sheet-blowing,  to  a 
fine  specimen  of  machinery,  which  so  readily  separates  the  grain  from  the  chaff 
and  other  impurities.  The  scythe  and  the  sickle,  as  a  means  of  gathering  the 
harvest,  are  being  superceded  by  the  mower  and  the  reaper.  The  corn-planter 
and  the  cultivator  have  threatened  the  very  existence  of  that  venerable  instru- 
ment, the  hoe.  The  planting-machine,  as  a  means  of  seeding  the  ground,  is  now 
quite  in  advance  of  the  man  with  the  bag  on  his  back.  The  cotton-gin  has  dis- 
pensed with  the  use  of  the  colored  gentleman's  fingers ;  the  hand-loom,  which 
in  olden  times  was  heard  in  almost  every  house,  is  quite  silenced  by  the  inroads 
of  machinery;  the  old-fashioned  wheel  too,  that  was  wont  to  discourse  music  in 
the  chimney-corners,  has  been  distanced  by  the  spinning-jenney.  But  what  of 
the  household  affairs — the  Patent  Churns,  Cooking  Stoves,  Washing  Machines, 
Sewing  Machines,  and  Baby  Jumpers,  do  they  not  perform  their  part  and  facili- 
tate the  progress  of  a  great  people.  But  his  work  has  not  ceased.  Where  it 
will  end  no  sensible  man  will  attempt  to  predict.  An  Ohio  genius,  I  perceive, 
has  just  invented  a  Portable  Steam  Farmer,  which  is  to  go  about  through  the 
country  and  do  all  the  threshing  and  corn-shelling  business.  And  thus,  invention 
after  invention  continue  to  chase  each  other  like  shadows  over  a  plain,  all  tending 
to  greater  improvement,  prosperity,  brighter  hopes,  and  a  higher  civilization  in 
our  much  favored  land. 

But,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  permit  me  to  remark,  that  the  care  of  this  great 
interest  of  agriculture,  so  potent  as  it  appears,  in  the  affairs  of  men,  so  decisive 
as  to  the  character  and  capacity  of  nations,  so  purifying,  elevating  and  Christian- 
izing in  its  tendencies  on  individual  character,  so  much  an  element  of  our 
favored  country,  so  honorably  associated  with  the  names  of  the  wisest  and  best 
in  ancient  times,  so  attractive  to  Napoleon  and  Washington,  and  Franklin,  is 
not  the  whole  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  devolved  upon  you,  by  our  free 
institutions.  Still  weightier  obligations  are  imposed,  and,  if  possible,  heavier 
duties  required.     It  is  a  distinguishing  feature  of  our  system,  which  makes  each 
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individual  citizen  a  component  part  of.  the  government,  vested  with  rights  and 
privileges,  and  loaded  with  responsibilities.  As  the  recipients  of  the  great 
blessings  of  our  free  government,  all  the  interests  of  the  nation  are  measurably 
in  your  care.  Its  relations  of  honor  and  duty  to  other  powers  ;  its  interests  and 
rights  in  commerce  and  navigation  ;  its  obligations  as  a  Christian  country;  its 
domestic  interests  and  characteristics  so  diversified,  and  at  times,  seemingly  so 
conflicting,  all  fall  within  the  range  of  your  legitimate  guardianship. 

These  trusts  and  weighty  obligations  can  be  best  performed  by  such  a  faithful 
and  vigorous  maintenance  of  the  laws,  and  all  the  institutions  of  government  as 
can  most  certainly  best  perpetuate  the  many  social  and  political  blessings 
peculiar  to  free  government. 


PROCEEDINGS 

or  THE 

Pjilabclgjjk  $0rietg.for  promoting  ^grknlte, 

1854,  1855. 


The  Philadelphia  Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,  with  its  auxiliary,  "  The 
Farmers'  Club,"  constitutes  tie  only  agricultural  society  in  the  county.  It  is 
not,  however,  properly  speaking,  a  county  society.  Having  been  organized  in 
1785,  and  being  then,  and  for  some  time  thereafter,  the  only  agricultural  society 
in  tl  e  Union,  its  field  of  usefulness  was  widely  extended,  and  it  included  among 
its  members  most  of  the  prominent  American  and  many  of  the  European  agri- 
culturists of  the  day.  As,  under  the  auspices  of  those  who  participated  in  its 
deliberations,  new  societies  sprang  up  in  this  and  in  other  States,  it  lost  its 
national  character;  and  when,  mainly  through  the  exertions  of  its  members,  the 
Pennsylvania  Slate  Society  was  organized,  the  circle  of  its  immediate  influence 
became  further  contracted.  It  still  has  upon  its  roll,  members  in  Maryland, 
Delaware  and  New  Jersey,  and  in  Bucks,  Montgomery,  Chester  and  Delaware 
counties,  in  this  State;  but  the  great  majority  of  its  actual  supporters  reside 
within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia.  Its  functions  are,  therefore, 
chiefly  those  of  a  local  institution.  Every  farmer  in  the  land  will  find  a  source 
of  pride  and  exultation  in  the  fact,  that  the  prolific  mother  of  American  agricul- 
tural organizations,  although  now  on  the  verge  of  three  score  years  and  ten, 
enjoys  an  active  and  vigorous  existence. 

The  room  of  the  society  contains  a  library  of  choice  agricultural  works,  and 
is  provided  with  the  principal  agricultural  periodicals  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  The  number  of  members  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Exhibi- 
tions are  held  annua  ly.  That  of  1854  was  omitted,  n  order  that  the  weight  and 
influence  of  the  society  might  be  thrown  in  favor  of  the  State  Fair.  Meetings 
are  held  regularly  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  every  month.  The  following  is  an 
abstract  of  the  proceedings : 

Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture. 

Stated  meeting  at  room  in  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street,  Wednesday, 
January  4,  1854.  President,  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn,  in  the  chair.  Minutes  of  the 
preceding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  following  gentlemen,  proposed  at  the  preceding  meeting,  were  elected 
members ; 

Anthony  L.  Anderson,  of  Lower  Merion,  Montgomery  county,  Pa  ;  Robert 
Patterson,  of  Philadelphia;  Joseph  Swift,  of  Philadelphia;  Matthew  W.  Bald- 
win, of  Philadelphia. 

Three  nominations  for  resident  membership  were  received. 

Mr.  Landreth,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  recommended  that  the 
debt  of  the  society  be  funded  for  the  present,  and  that  a  note,  signed  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Treasurer,  be  given  for  the  amount,  bearing  interest  from  date. 
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IT.  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

R;  solved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  report,  at  the  meet- 
ing in  April,  the  financial  condition  of  the  society,  specifying  the  reliable  annual 
revenue  from  each  source,  and  in  the  aggregate,  and  the  probable  ordinary  an- 
nual expenditure,  in  detail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Roberts,  a  new  roll  of  the  members,  and  their  resi- 
dences, was  ordered  to  be  prepared. 

The  annual  election  being  held,  resulted  as  follows: 

President — Alfred  L.  Elwyn,  M.  D. 

Vice  Presidents — Anthony  T.  Newbold,  Aaron  Clement. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Sydney  G.  Fisher. 

Recording  Secretary — Alfred  L  Kennedy,  M.  D. 

Assistant  Recording  Secretary — Philip  R.  Freas. 

Treasurer — George  Blight. 

Executive  Committee — David  Landreth,  Anthony  T.  Newbold,  Samuel  C. 
Ford,  Chas.  W.  Harrison,  Dennis  Kelly,  Algernon  S.  Roberts. 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  report,  showing  a  balance  in  his  hands  on 
1st  instant,  of  seventy- three  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents,  which  report  was  on  mo- 
tion referred  to  the  proper  auditing  committee.     Adjourned. 


Stated  meeting  held  at  the  room,  Masonic  Hall,  Wednesday  morning, 
February  1,  1854.  President,  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn,  in  the  chair.  Present,  thirty 
members.  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  read  and  approved.  Three  candi- 
dates for  membership  elected,  and  three  propositions  presented. 

Mr.  Elliott  Cresson  called  attention  to  the  vast  importance  of  the  cultivation 
of  flax.  He  had  learned  from  reliable  data,  that  the  total  value  of  the  seed  and 
fibre  produced  annually  in  the  United  States,  was  quite  equal  to  thirty-six  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  As  the  cultivation  was  in  this  country  conducted  chiefly  for 
the  seed,  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  yield  was  wasted.  A  friend  of  Mr. 
Cresson's  had  traveled  ten  miles  over  a  road  which  was  so  to  speak,  turn  piked 
with  the  stems  of  flax.  Thirty-six  thousand  tons  of  seed  were  imported  into  the 
United  States  annually  from  India  duty  free,  while  our  products  paid,  on  being 
admitted  into  that  country,  a  duty  of  400  per  cent.  Such  is  the  reciprocity  to 
be  expected  from  England.  It  was  now  seriously  proposed  in  Congress,  to 
remove  the  duty  on  linens  altogether,  and  thus  blast  the  prospects  of  a  rising 
and  highly  important  branch  of  national  industry.  He  thought  it  the  duty  of 
this  society  to  prepare  an  address  to  Congress  on  the  subject,  protesting  against 
a  proposition  fraught  with  so  much  evil  to  existing  and  growing  interests. 

Mr.  David  Landreth  inquired  if  any  of  the  newly  invented  processes  of  pre- 
paring flax,  had  been  found  fully  to  realize  the  hopes  of  the  inventors.  Claus- 
sen's  method  had  been  highly  lauded.  A  so-called  improvement  on  that  method 
had  been  stated  in  general  terms  to  the  society  about  a  year  since,  but  he  had 
recently  heard  nothing  of  it.  Mr.  Ellsworth,  formerly  commissioner  of  patents, 
had  embarked  extensively  in  flax-growing.  He  (Mr.  L.)  would  be  pleased  to 
hear  with  what  success.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Cresson  as  to  the  propriety  of  our 
society  taking  action  on  this  subject,  and  would  suggest  that  the  President  cor- 
respond with  societies  and  others  interested  in  it. 

Mr.  Cresson  thought  that  a  great  national  question,  now  agitating  the  coun- 
try, was  in  some  measure  involved  in  the  extension  of  the  growth  of  flax.  He 
deemed  it  inexpedient  to  attack  slavery  directly.  The  evil  could  be  reached 
as  certainly  by  a  less  objectionable  means,  viz :  by  producing  a  rival  to  cotton. 
Such  was  to  be  found  in  flax,  which  was  more  durable  and  capable  of  applica- 
tions, even  more  varied.  In  the  west,  Claussen's  method  was  generally  con- 
fided in. 

,     Mr.  Algernon  S.  Roberts  had  more  than  a  year  ago,  called  the  attention  of 
the  society  to  this  subject,  and  at  his  suggestion  liberal  premiums  for  the  growth 


of  flax  had  been  offered  by  the  society.  These  premium  had  not  been  competed 
for.  The  members  would  remember  the  beautiful  specimens  of  so-called  flax- 
cotton,  and  flax-silk,  exhibited  at  a  meeting  twelve  or  fifteen  months  since,  pro- 
ving the  great  beauty  and  fineness  of  the  fibre  and  its  adaptedness  to  receive 
the  most  delicate  tints.  He  (Mr.  R.)  did  not  fear  a  reduction  of  duty  on 
linens;  he  thought  it  more  likely  that  it  would  be  increased,  especially  if  this 
manufac  ure  was  valuable  to  the  west.  The  west  had  great  influence  in  the 
National  councils,  she  knew  it,  and  would  take  care  of  herself. 

Mr.  James  Gowen  thought  that  Pennsylvania  had  a  great  interest  in  the 
growth  of  flax.  The  climate  and  soil  were  admirably  adapted  to  it,  and  her  Ger- 
man citizens  had  cultivated  the  plant  very  successfully.  Flax  did  very  well  with 
carrots,  springing  up,  keeping  the  ground  clear,  and  when  the  flax  was  pulled, 
the  ground  was  left  finely  divided,  ready  for  the  heaviest  growth  of  the  root 
crop. 

Mr.  Cresson  said  that  any  attempt  to  manufacture  flax  into  a  substance 
resembling  cotton,  injured  the  staple  of  the  former.  He  felt  that  he  had  not 
over  estimated  the  importance  of  the  matter  before  the  society,  and  moved — 
That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  prepare  a 
memorial,  setttng  forth  the  important  interests  involved  in  the  cultivation  of  flax 
in  the  United  States.  The  memorial  to  be  signed  by  the  President  and  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  this  Society,  and  sent  to  the  Governors  of  this  and  the 
Western  States,  and  the  chairmen  of  the  Congressional  committees  on  Manufac- 
tures.    Which  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Freas  moved,  that  a  committee  often,  of  which  the  President  of  the 
society  shall  be  the  chairman,  be  appointed,  to  take  suitable  measures  to  secure 
the  holding  of  the  next  State  Fair  at  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Freas  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  decisive  action  at  this  time.  The  subject  was  of  importance  not  only  to 
the  society,  but  to  the  county,  and  the  whole  eastern  section  of  the  State. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Roberts  had  attended  the  recent  meeting  of  the  State  Society  at 
Harrisburg.  That  society  desired  to  receive  proposals  for  suitable  grounds  on 
which  to  hold  its  great  annual  exhibition,  and  he  believed  was  favorable  to 
Philadelphia.  The  committee  would  require  time  to  select  a  site  and  raise  sub- 
scriptions. Last  year  and  every  previous  year,  the  society  had  paid  rent  for  its 
grounds.  At  Pittsburg  $250  had  been  paid.  Ground  near  Harrisburg  had  been 
offered  the  society  this  year  without  charge.  He  hoped  the  citizens  here  would 
be  liberal  and  the  committee  active,  as  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State 
Society  would  meet  early  in  April  to  receive  proposals. 

Mr.  Freas'  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  following  gentlemen  appointed  to 
constitute  the  committee:  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn,  Gen.  Robert  Patterson,  Harry 
Ingersoll,  A.  T.  Newbold,  Isaac  Pearson,  A.  S.  Roberts,  P.  R.  Freas,  John 
Lardner,  W.  C.  Rudman,  C.  W.  Harrison.  On  motion  of  A.  S.  Roberts,  Gen. 
George  Cadwalader  wTas  added  to  the  Committee. 

A  communication  was  received  from  a  sub-committee  of  city  councils  on  the 
subject  of  the  sanitary  influence  of  the  Adantlms  tree,  which  was,  on  motion, 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy,  Dr.  G.  Em- 
erson, and  C.  W.  Harrison. 

On  motion,  that  delegates  be  appointed  to  the  U.  S.  Agricultural  Society,  at 
the  rate  of  one  for  every  ten  members  of  the  society,  which  was  so  ordered,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  chair:  A.  T.  Newbold,  A.  S.  Roberts, 
David  Landreth,  John  Lardner,  Owen  Sheridan,  Harry  Ingersoll,  Gen.  R.  Pat- 
terson, Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy,  C.  W.  Harrison,  Klliott  Cresson,  John  M 'Gowen, 
Isaac  Pearson,  S.  C.  Ford,  C.  W.  Sharpless,  W.  C.  Rudman  and  Aaron 
Clement. 

Mr.  James  Gowen  announced  to  the  society,  the  death  of  one  of  its  members, 
Dr.  James  Smith,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  and  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  society  has  heard  with  much  regret  of  the  death  of  one  of 
its  members,  Dr.  James  Smith,  and  deeply  sympathises  with  his  family  in  this 
painful  bereavement. 
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Mr.  Aaron  Clement  announced  to  the  society  the  death  of  Mr.  John  R.  Suplee, 
recently  a  member,  and  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  John  R.  Suplee,  our  society  having  lost 
an  active  and  useful  member,  sympathises  with  his  family  in  their  sudden  and 
severe  affliction. 

"Which  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  society  adjourned. 


Stated  meeting  held  at  the  room  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street, 
Wednesday,  March  1,  1854.  President  Dr.  A.  L.  Ehvyn  in  the  chair.  A 
letter  from  the  Secretary,  then  absent  at  Harrisburg,  was  read,  requesting 
Mr.  Clement  to  act  for  him,  which  was  so  ordered.  The  minutes  of  preceding 
meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  following  gentlemen,  proposed  at  preceding  meeting,  were  duly  elected, 
viz:  Major  Hagner,  of  Bridesburg;  Mathew  Haas,  of  Chestnut  Hill;  Peter 
Maison  and  Joseph  Harrison,  of  Philadelphia. 

Eight  propositions  for  resident  membership  were  presented. 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  sanitary  influences  of  the  Ailan- 
thus  tree,  presented  a  report,  which,  after  a  protracted  discussion,  was  amended 
by  the  substitution  of  the  following  resolutions  offered  by  S.  G.  Fisher,  Esq., 
and  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  society,  after  investigation  through  a  committee,  have 
found  no  evidence  of  the  insalubrious  qualities  of  the  Ailanthus  tree. 

Resolved,  That  this  society,  nevertheless,  does  not  desire  by  this  expression 
of  its  opinion  to  encourage  the  propagation  of  this  tree,  but  would  discourage  it, 
as  the'-e  are  others  far  preferable  in  all  respects  both  for  towji  and  country. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  city  councils. 

Mr.  Landreth  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  P.  James,  of  this  city,  stating 
that  he  had  presented  to  this  society  by  request  of  Ellis  Yarnall,  Esq.,  a  large 
package  of  seeds,  and  other  agricultural  products,  which  had  been  exhibited  at 
the  World's  Fair,  London,  and  were  from  Dr.  J.  Forbes  Royle,  of  the  Royal 
Botanic  Garden,  Calcutta. 

The  thanks  of  the  society  were  tendered  to  the  above  named  gentlemen. 

S.  G.  Fisher,  Esq.,  read  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Kent  county,  Delaware, 
on  the  trade  and  monopoly  in  guano  by  the  Peruvian  Government. 

H.  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  to  what 
agricultural  society  the  late  Mr.  Elliott  Cresson  had  left  the  legacy  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Ingersoll  and  S.  G.  Fisher  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  following  resolutions  on  the  demise  of  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  were  offered 
by  S.  G.  Fisher,  Esq.,  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  society  has  learned  with  sincere  regret  of  the  death  of 
their  associate,  Elliott  Cresson. 

Resolved,  That  this  society  hereby  expresses  and  records  its  high  sense  of 
his  private  worth  and  useful  life,  and  especially  of  the  disinterested  enthusiasm 
with  which  he  devoted  time,  energy  and  money  to  the  advancement  of  scientific 
knowledge,  and  the  promotion  of  enlightened  schemes  for  the  public  good. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  communicated  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased.     Adjourned. 


Stated  meeting  at  room  in  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street,  Wednesday, 
April  5,  1854.  President  Elwyn  in  the  chair.  Present,  twenty-five  members. 
Minutes  of  preceding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  following  gentlemen,  proposed  at  preceding  meeting,  were  elected  resi- 
dent members,  viz :  Job  R.  Tyson,  Yeaman  Gillingham,  John  Clark,  Andrew 
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Coates,  Charles  F.  Hupfeldt,  Redman  Abbott  and  David  S.  Brown,  of  Philadel- 
phia; Harnden  Corson,  of  Germantown,  and  George  Oldmixon,  of  West  Cain 
township,  Chester  county. 

Five  propositions  for  resident  members  were  submitted. 

Mr.  C.   VV.  Harrison,  from  the  Executive  Committee,  presented  an  elaborate 
report  on  the  finances  of  the  society  from  December  31,  1850,  to  the  present 
time. 

At  the  last  exhibition  the  society  offered  premiums  amounting-  to         $1,101  00 
Of  this  amount  there  was  awarded        ......  739  00 

Other  expenses  of  exhibition         .         .         .         .         .         .  3;j4  00 

Room  rent,  periodicals  and  other  expenses  for  the  year  .         .  368  00 

Total 1,471  00 

Receipts  from  all  sources  for  last  year   .         .'■•■.         .         .         .         1,081  00 


Balance  in  favor  of  society  for  year $210  00 

On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

The  committee  appointed  at  preceding-  meeting,  to  inquire  to  what  agricultu- 
ral society  the  late  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  had  left  the  legacy  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  reported  through  their  chaiiman,  Harry  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  that  they  had 
attended  to  that  duty  and  asked  to  be  discharged,  which  request,  on  motion, 
was  granted. 

Sidney  G.  Fisher,  Esq.,  Cerresponding  Secretary,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
motion  of  the  late  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  that  a  memorial  on  the  importance 
of  the  flax  culture  be  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Federal  and  State  Execu- 
tives and  Legislatures,  and  to  agriculturists  generally,  reported,  that  all  appre- 
hensions lest  Government  should  lessen  the  duty  on  linen  fabrics  were  ground- 
less. To  do  so  had  at  first  been  seriously  intended,  and  hence  the  motion  for  a 
memorial,  but  those  interested  in  the  growth  of  flax  had  made  such  strong  repre- 
sentations to  the  proper  authorities  at  Washington,  that  the  disposition  was 
rather  to  increase  than  to  decrease  the  duty.  There  being  no  necessity  for  the 
preparation  of  a  memorial,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was,  on  motion,  excused 
'from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  President  presented  a  number  of  blanks  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
to  be  filled  with  notes  of  observation  on  the  occurrence  of  certain  natural  appear- 
ances, such  as  the  budding  and  flowering  of  plants,  the  return  of  birds,  etc.  The 
blanks  were  distributed  among  the  members,  with  a  request  that  the  notes  should 
be  made  throughout  the  season  and  sent  to  the  Institution  at  Washington. 

Mr.  David  Landreth  introduced  to  the  society  Mr.  Myron  Finch,  editor  of 
the  "Plough,  Loom  &  Anvil,"  who  addressed  the  society  in  support  of  a  propo- 
sition to  erect  a  suitable  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Jno.  S.  Skinner, 
Esq.,  and  to  provide  a  fund  for  his  widow. 

The  President  presented  a  letter  from  P.  B.  Savery,  a  member,  on  the  subject 
of  life  memberships  in  the  Penn'a  State  Agricultural  Society,  which  was  read 
by  the  Secretary.  Mr.  Savery  urges  the  immediate  purchase  of  a  number  of 
life  memberships  in  the  State  Society,  in  order  to  enable  it  more  fully  to  carry 
out  the  objects  of  its  organization. 

Mr.  Isaac  Newton  called  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Farm  Journal  of 
March,  by  Mr.  James  Gowen,  in  which  the  author  criticises  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Newton  and  others.  Several  members,  objecting  to  the  introduction  of  personal 
matters  on  the  floor,  the  chair  sustained  the  objection,  but  stated,  if  any  portion 
of  the  article  reflected  on  the  society,  it  might  be  introduced,  when  a  motion 
obtained,  that  the  article  so  far  as  it  referred  to  the  acts  of  the  society,  be  read 
by  the  secretary,  which  was  done.  On  a  motion  that  he  be  allowed  to  explain, 
Mr.  Gowen  disclaimed  all  intention  of  disrespect  to  the  society,  but  maintained, 
that  the  manner  of  appointment  of  a  committee  in  December,  1852,  to  examine 
the  merits  of  Guenon's  method  of  determining  the  milking  properties  of  cows, 
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was  informal,  and  that  the  report  of  said  committee,  submitted  at  a  subsequent 
meeting,  was  oral,  and  that  it  was  adopted  without  due  reflection.  Several 
gentlemen,  who  had  been  present  at  the  adoption  of  the  report,  affirmed  that  it  had 
betm  presented  in  writing,  and  properly  considered.  On  motion  that  the 
minutes  of  the  two  meetings  aforesaid  be  read,  which  was  so  ordered,  when  it 
appeared  on  the  record  that  the  report  had  been  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  if  its  authors  so  approved. 

Dr.  Kennedy  presented  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  i  hat  the  action  had  at  a  meeting  of  the  society,  held  December, 
1852,  appointing  a  committee  on  the  subject  of  Guenon's  method  of  determining 
the  value  of  milch  cows,  was  perfectly  regular,  and  that  the  report  of  said  com- 
mittee at  the  following  meeting,  was  regularly  made,  read  and  approved.  After 
some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Montgomery,  and  some  in 
opposition  by  Mr.  Gowen,  it  was  adopted  unanimously. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Stated  meeting  at  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street,  Wednesday  morning,  • 
May  3,  1854. 

Dr.  Elwyn,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Minutes  of  preceding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  following  gentlemen,  proposed  at  previous  meeting,  were  elected  resident 
members :  i\J  r.  VV.  H.  Gatzmer,  of  Tacony,  and  Dr.  Charles  Willing  and  Messrs. 
M.  A.  Kellogg,  T.  T.  Lea,  and  W.  R.  Morris,  of  Philadelphia. 

A  proposition  for  resident  membership  was  received. 

The  committee  appointed  to  secure,  by  subscriptions  from  citizens  generally, 
the  holding  of  the  next  State  Agricultural  Fair  at  Philadelphia,  reported  sub- 
scriptions amounting  to  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars, 
which  amount  would  be  increased  several  hundred  dollars  when  full  returns 
were  received.  The  committee  had  not  yet  waited  on  retail  dealers.  It  was 
so  obviously  the  interest  of  that  class,  that  the  State  Fair  should  be  added  to  the 
business  attractions  of  Philadelphia,  that  any  deficiency  in  the  required  amount 
would  doubtless  be  speedily  supplied. 

The  President  stated  that  little  or  no  doubt  existed  that  Philadelphia  would  be 
selected  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Society,  for  the  next  grand 
autumnal  display.  He  inquired  if  the  committee  had  visited  the  grounds  libe- 
rally offered  for  the  purpose  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold  had  visited  the  grounds,  in  company  with  Mr.  A.  S. 
Roberts,  and  examined  their  suitableness  for  the  State  Fair.  It  has  been 
objected  that  the  locality  was  too  near  the  city,  and  not  well  watered.  Were 
such  found  to  be  the  case,  no  difficulty  could  arise,  as  Mr.  O.  Jones'  grounds, 
eligibly  situated,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  bridge,  were  also  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  President  requested  Mr.  Cook,  an  English  farmer  present,  to  inform  the 
society  of  the  estimation  in  which  the  Italian  rye  grass  was  held  in  England. 
The  grass  had  been  sown  on  Mr.  Reybold's  farm,  in  Delaware,  and  was  much 
approved  there. 

Mr.  Cook  had  sown  the  Italian  Rye  grass  alone,  two  bushels  to  the  acre — or 
better  with  eight  lbs.  red  clover,  late  in  the  season.  He  had  mowed  four  times 
a  season — others  five  times,  when  used  for  soiling  purposes.  He  knew  no  grass 
preferable  to  the  Italian  Rye  grass. 

Dr.  Emerson  called  attention  to  the  preference  of  the  English  farmer  for 
imported  seed,  and  thought  that  the  American  would  do  well  to  imitate  his 
example. 

Mr.  Cook  gave  as  a  reason,  that  seed  raised  at  home  was  generally  mixed 
with  that  of  other  grass  seeds.  The  yield  of  Rye  grass  was  three  tons  per  acre 
at  first  cutting,  and  one  and  a  half  tons  at  second.     The  best  hay  was  worth  five 
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pounds  p-?r  ton— ordinary,  four  piunls  per  ton,  Th?  Rye  grass  sprang-  early. 
He  had  seen  it  one  and  a  half  yards  high  in  April.  It  was  eaten  by  cattle  at  all 
seasons,  and  did  not  purge.  For  soiling  purposes  in  England,  he  had  seen 
it  mowed  on  first  of  April.  The  orchard  grass,  extensively  sown  in  America, 
was  not  approved  of  in  England.  A  few  pounds  were  sometimes  sown  at  seed- 
ing time. 

Mr.  A.  Clement  did  not  regard  the  Italian  Rye  grass  as  affording  good 
pasture.  He  acknowledged  that  it  had  an  early  start.  He  had  seen  it  this 
season  a  foot  high  in  patches  in  the  city. 

Mr.  H.  fngersoll  reminded  the  society  that  the  value  of  hay  differed  in 
the  two  countries.  Our  timothy  had  not  met  with  much  favor  at  the  London 
stables.  Here  it  brought  the  highest  price.  When  it  sold  at  twenty  dollars  a 
ton  alone,  mixed  with  half  clover,  it  was  rated  at  fifteen  dollars. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Harrison  inquired  if  cattle  fed  on  Rye  grass  hay,  second  cutting, 
slobbered  or  were  salivated ;  other  grasses  caused  the  affection  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Cook  stated  that  such  salivation  was  unknown  in  England. 

Dr.  Emerson  remarked  that  the  disease,  if  so  it  might  be  called,  was  ascribed, 
not  to  the  grass,  but  to  certain  milky  weeds.  He  felt  more  disposed  to  attribute 
it  to  the  clover  seed,  which  produced  salivation  in  the  human  subject,  when 
given  in  decoction. 

Dr.  King  had  not  observed  cows  salivated  by  the  after-grass. 

Mr.  I.  Newton's  observations  so  far  from  agreeing  with  those  of  Dr.  King,  had 
taught  him  that  cows  were  so  affected. 

Mr.  Newbold  mentioned  that  the  Rye  grass  on  Mr.  Reybold's  farm,  had  been 
brought  from  England  about  fifteen  years  ago,  by  a  Mr.  Blandon. 

Mr.  Cook  thought  that  the  plant  had  been  unknown  in  England  until  about 
that  time.  . 

Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the  chair,  mentioned  thai 
there  were  three  species  of  Lolium  growing  in  this  country.  The  Italian  rye  or 
Rag  grass  was  the  Lolium  mulliflnrum. 

The  President  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Italian  Rye  grass  thrived 
in  this  climate.  It  furnished  pasture  several  weeks  earlier  than  the  Poa  family. 
It  was  less  exhausting  than  timothy.  He  invited  an  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  subsoiling.  He  believed  that  in  England  the  practice  was  not 
regarded  with  as  much  favor  as  formerly. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that,  with  shallow  draining,  say  one  to  two  feet  deep,  subsoiling 
possessed  value ;  but  the  present  method  of  draining,  three  to  four  feet  in  depth, 
superseded  the  necessity  for  subsoiling.  He  had  abandoned  the  practice  entirely 
since  he  began  to  drain  deeply. 

Mr.  Gustavus  Engle  had  a  neighbor  who  had  subsoiled  for  corn,  with  great 
success.  The  surface  soil  was  light — the  subsoil  a  yellow  loam,  not  tenacious. 
The  first  ploughing  was  four  inches  deep — the  second  nine.  Mr.  E.  had  never 
seen  finer  corn. 

Dr.  King  had  experimented  in  subsoiling  land  previously  drained.  He  did 
not  think  that  draining  superseded  the  necessity  for  subsoiling.  Land  which, 
with  drains  two  feet  deep,  had  yielded  in  1852,  but  ten  bushels  of  corn  to 
the  acre,  was  sown  with  oats  the  following  year,  after  a  portion  had  been 
subsoiled.  On  this,  although  the  whole  was  otherwise  similarly  treated,  both 
head  and  straw  were  much  fuller.  The  present  season  the  wheat  on  the  part 
subsoiled  looks  far  better  than  that  on  the  portion  which  had  been  merely 
drained.     His  subsoil  is  a  stratum  of  clay  four  feet  thick. 

The  President  admitted  that  root  crops  required  a  loose  soil,  but  questioned  if 
herbaceous  plants  sought  food  very  far  beneath  the  surface. 

Dr.  Emerson  had  seen  the  roots  of  wheat  three  feet  long.  He  would  inquire 
what  root  crops  were  preferred  in  England. 

Mr.  Cook. — The  purple-top  Swedish  turnip,  which  on  land  impoverished 
by  continuous  grain  cropping,  will,  with  three  to  four  cwt?  of  guano  per  acre, 
yield  thirty  to  forty  tons  of  roots,  tops  off.     These  turnips  are  fed  whole  to 


stock.  A  large  ox  will  fatten  on  a  weekly  ration  of  ten  to  fifteen  cwt  of  Swe- 
dish turnips  and  barley  straw.  The  white  turnip  is  seldom  used.  The  ave- 
rage weekly  allowance  of  a  bullock  may  be  twelve  cwt.  turnips  and  sixty 
lbs.  straw,  equal  to  two  cwt.  hay  and  three  bushels  corn.  The  corn  being- 
taken  at  seventy  lbs.  to  the  bushel. 

Mr.  Newton  preferred  a  mixture  of  turnips  and  Indian  meal.  Bullocks 
would  fatten  half  as  fast  again  on  a  mixture,  say  half  and  half,  than  on  either 
alone. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  insisted  that  we  forgot  differences  in  climate.  Our  turnips,  as 
food,  are  not  equal  to  the  English.  Our  cattle  would  not  fatten  on  them  alone, 
although  cows  might  be  kept  in  condition. 

Mr.  Harrison  thought  that  root  crops  were  overrated  in  America.  Grain 
was  certainly  cheaper  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Cook  hoped  that  members  woi:ld  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  grain 
impoverished  the  soil,  while  roots  enriched  it  and  left  it  in  fine  order. 

Mr.  Newton  specified  two  bushels  of  corn  and  one  and  a  half  bushels  turnips 
per  week  for  a  bullock  of  a  thousand  weight.  Sheep  fed  on  roots  alone  yielded 
mutton  of  an  inferior  quality,  by  no  means  comparable  in  flavor  to  that  from 
sheep  fed  on  a  mixed  diet. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  that  the  further  discussion  of  the  subject  be 
postponed  until  next  meeting ;  which  was  so  ordered. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  President  of  the 
American  Pomological  Society,  inviting  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  the  Pomological  society  to  be  held  in  Boston. 

Dr.  Kennedy  submitted  for  action  at  next  meeting,  a  resolution,  providing 
that  new  members,  on  the  payment  of  one  dollar,  be  furnished  with  framed 
certificates  of  membership. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


A  stated  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,  was 
held  at  the  room,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street,  Philadelphia,  on  Wednes- 
day, June  7th,  1854,  at  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  President,  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 
in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Five  propositions  for  resident  membership  were  received.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Fisher,  'previously  proposed,  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected. 

The  Secretary  inquired  of  the  chair,  if  the  place  for  holding  the  next  annual 
State  Fair  had  been  definitely  fixed.  He  regretted  that,  at  this  advanced 
period,  so  little  had  been  decided  on  in  regard  to  an  event  so  important  to  the 
State  and  city.  He  would  ask  if  a  local  committee  of  arrangement  had  been 
appointed  by  the  State  Society,  or  if  the  Philadelphia  Society  was  expected  to 
act  in  that  capacity. 

The  President  stated  that  a  committee  of  three,  of  which  he  was  one,  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Society,  to  visit 
grounds  suitable  for  the  exhibition.  In  company  with  Messrs.  A.  T.  Newbold 
and  A.  S.  Roberts,  he  had  visited  Powelton ;  there  was  a  fine  lot  of  twenty-five 
or  thirty  acres,  twenty  of  which  could  be  enclosed  for  the  purposes  of  the  Fair. 
The  same  gentlemen  had  also  examined  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Owen  Jones, 
referred  to  at  last  meeting,  and  were  decidedly  in  favor  of  Powelton.  Mr.  D. 
Landreth  agreed  with  the  Secretary  as  to  the  importance  of  deciding  on 
the  place  as  soon  as  possible,  and  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five,  of  which  the  President  shall  be  one,  be 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  forthwith  to  the  State  Society,  on  the 
adaptedness  of  Powelton  for  exhibition  purposes. 

Mr.  O.  Sheridan  thought  that  we  were  neglecting  the  business  of  our  own 
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society,  in  order  to  attend  to  that  which  properly  belonged  to  the  State  organi- 
zation. It  had  not  yet  been  decided  whether  our  society  would  hold  an  exhibi- 
tion next  fall. 

S.  G.  Fisher,  Esq.,  disapproved  of  holding  the  State  Fair  so  near  the  city  as 
Powelton.  A  tew  miles  distance  was  a  check  to  the  introduction  of  unpleasant 
and  disorderly  persons,  who  felt  no  interest  in  agriculture,  but  who  would  con- 
gregate around  and  within  any  show  in  the  suburbs. 

Mr.  A.  Clement  thought  such  apprehensions  groundless.  In  New  York  they 
were  not  entenained;  for  there  the  State  Fair  was  to  he  held  next  autumn, 
within  the  thickly  built  portions  of  the  city. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Landreth's  resolution,  it  was  adopted,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  appointed  the  committee,  viz  :  Messrs.  A.  T.  Newbold, 
A.  S.  Roberts,  H.  Ingersoll,  D.  Landreth  and  A.  L.  Elvvyn. 

Dr.  Kennedy  renewed  his  inquiry  as  to  the  appoin*ment  of  a  local  committee 
of  arrangement  for  the  State  Fair.  Its  success  depended  mainly  on  the  activity 
and  efficiency  of  such  a  committee.  We  had  a  committee  of  sixteen  to  raise 
subscriptions.  Was  it  expected  that  they  would  also  act  as  a  committee  of 
arrangements] 

Mr.  A.  S.  Roberts  thought  not.  Any  delay  in  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  arrangemens,  was  attributable  to  the  State  Executive  Committee,  to 
which  the  power  belonged. 

Mr.  S.  V.  Merrick  considered  that  the  society  should  lend  every  possible 
assistance  in  forwarding  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  State  Society,  in 
holding  its  next  exhibition  in  this  city,  and  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  tender  to  the  State  Executive 
Committee  the  services  of  this  society,  as  local  committee  of  arrangement. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Roberts,  that  the  committee  to  solicit  subscriptions 
towards  rendering  Philadelphia  the  site  of  the  next  State  Fair,  be  instructed 
lo  collect  the  amount  subscribed,  without  delay,  which  was  so  ordered. 

The  President  inquired  if,  within  the  observation  of  members,  the  fungous 
excresences  on  the  grasses  had  been  found  to  produce  abortion  in  cows. 

Several  members  stated,  in  reply,  that  they  had  observed  nothing  confirma- 
tory of  such  a  suspicion.  The  season  at  which  these  fungi  appeared,  rendered 
it  improbable. 

Mr.  A.  Clement,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  the  chair,  regretted  to  say  that 
the  annual  county  subscription  to  the  society,  continued  uninterruptedly  for  so 
many  years,  had  been  lost  for  this  year,  through  the  neglect  of  the  Legislature 
to  pass  the  necessary  appropriation. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Roberts  read  several  letters  on  the  subject,  which  he  had  received 
from  members  of  the  Legislature.  He  and  the  Secretary  had  visited  Harris- 
burg  several  times  during  the  winter,  and  had  frequent  interviews  with  mem- 
bers, both  of  the  Senate  and  House.  A  bill  had  been  reported,  and  its  pro- 
visions agreed  upon  by  a  majority  of  the  County  Board;  but,  chiefly  through 
the  opposition  of  one  member  of  that  body,  it  had  not  been  properly  brought 
before  the  House. 

The  President  submitted  several  autograph  letters  of  General  Washington  to 
Samuel  Powel,  Esq.,  formerly  President  of  this  society,  which  letters  were  the 
property  of  Mr.  Powel.  one  of  our  members,  who  had  politely  permitted  their 
perusal  at  this  meeting.  On  motion,  the  letters  were  read  by  the  Secretary, 
and  ordered  to  be  copied  into  the  minutes,  and  the  thanks  of  the  society  were 
tendered  to  the  owner. 

Dr.  Hare  stated  briefly  his  method  of  preventing  rapid  decay  in  animal  sub- 
stances, and  of  converting  bones  and  city  refuse  into  manure. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Hare  was  requested  to  write  out  his  remarks  for  publication 
in  the  minutes. 

The  President  presented  the  published  edition  of  the  minutes  of  the  society, 
from  1785  to  1810,  which,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose, he  had  had  printed. 
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On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  society  were  tendered  to  the  President,  for  the 
service  rendered,  and  an  order  was  drawn  in  his  favor,  for  the  amount  of  the  bill 
of  printing. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

WASHINGTON'S   LETTERS. 

Philadelphia,  2J,  August,  1791. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  received  a  letter  from  Arthur  Young, 
Esq.,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract :  "  You  will  receive  the  annals 
continued,  two  sets:  one  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  present- 
ing to  the  Agricultural  society,  as  before."  In  compliance  with  Mr.  Young's 
wishes,  the  President  sends  herewith  the  annals  from  No.  61,  to  No.  86,  both 
inclusive,  to  Mr.  Powel,  requesting  him  to  be  so  good  as  to  present  them  to  the 
society. 

Samuel  Powel,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Philadelphia  society  for  promoting  agriculture. 


Dear  Sir  : — At  the  moment  you  proposed,  half  after  eleven  to-morrow,  to  see 
the  operation  ot  Col.  Anderson's  machine,  it  did  not  occur  to  me,  that  at  two 
o'clock  I  must  be  at  home.  Quere — Is  there  full  time  between  those  hours  to 
perform  the  ride  and  have  full  proof  of  the  utility  of  the  threshing  machine  ]  If 
you  answer  in  the  affirmative,  let  the  hour  remain — if  in  the  negative,  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  postponing  my  attendance  until  the  next  day,  or  some 
other  time.     Your  solution  of  this  question,  will  much  oblige 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Wednesday,  17th  August,  1791. 


Dear  Sir: — By  one  of  the  late  ships  from  London,  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Arthur  Young,  two  sets  of  his  annals,  numbered  from  93  to  108,  inclusively. 
Although  no  direction  is  given  concerning  them,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  one 
set  is  intended  as  usual,  for  the  Agricultural  society  of  this  city,  and  to  you  as 
President  thereof,  I  send  them  accordingly. 

With  esteem  and  regard, 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
Mr.  Powel. 


New  York,  December  15j  1789. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  am  sorry  to  find  from  your  favor  of  the  9th,  that  you  have  had 
cause  to  recall  the  report  made  to  Major  Jackson,  relative  to  the  Hessian  fly. 
I  have  not  written  to  Mr.  Young  yet  on  this  subject ;  perhaps  it  may  be  some 
time  before  I  shall.  In  my  late  tour  through  the  Eastern  States,  I  was  informed, 
(particularly  in  Connecticut,)  that  this  destructive  insect  had  also  appeared  in 
their  fields*  of  wheat.  What  an  error  it  is,  and  how  much  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  farmers  do  not  confine  themselves  to  the  yellow  bearded  wheat,  if,  from 
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experience,  it  is  found  capable  of  resisting  the  ravages  of  this  otherwise  all  con- 
quering foe. 

Mrs.  Washington  and  myself  are  very  much  obliged  by  Mrs.  Powel's  kind 
remembrances  of  us,  and  offer  our  best  respects  and  sincerest  good  wishes  in 
return  to  her  and  to  yourself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 


New  York,  February  21,  1790. 

Drar  Sir: — I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter,  which 
you  have  been  so  good  as  to  write  to  me  by  the  direction  of  the  Philadelphia 
Society  for  promoting  agriculture,  and  I  beg  leave  to  request  your  communica- 
tion of  my  thanks  to  the  society  for  their  polite  attention  in  the  present  which 
accompanied  it. 

Among  the  advantages  resulting  from  this  institution,  it  is  particularly  plea- 
sing to  observe  that  a  spirit  of  emulation  has  been  excited  by  the  rewards 
offered  to  excellence  in  the  several  branches  of  rural  economy;  and  I  think  there 
is  every  reason  to  hope  the  continuance  of  these  beneficial  consequences,  from 
such  well  judged  liberality.  As  no  one  delights  more  than  I  do  in  the  objects  of 
your  institution,  so  no  one  experiences  more  real  pleasure,  from  every  proof  of 
their  progress,  among  which  it  marks  the  discernment  of  the  society,  to  have 
distinguished  Mr.  Matthewson's  improvement  in  the  useful  art  of  making 
cheese.  With  sineere  wishes  for  the  advancement  of  our  agricultural  inte- 
rests, and  with  great  regard, 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

Samuel  Powel,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Philadelphia  society  for  promoting  agriculture. 


Letter  comprising  the  substance  of  a  verbal  communication  on  the  conversion 
of  offal  flesh  into  manure,  by  Robert  Hare,  M.  D. 

291  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  June  9. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — My  object  this  morning  in  making  a  verbal  communication 
to  the  agricultural  society  was  to  suggest  that  the  carcases  of  dogs  killed  under 
the  "dog  law,"  so  called,  might  be  employed  to  carry  out,  upon  a  large  scale, 
some  experiments  of  which  I  made  mention  to  the  society  some  years  since,  in 
which  fish  or  flesh  was  converted  into  a  pulverizable  mass,  equivalent  to  guano. 
It  would  only  be  necessary  to  steep  the  animals  in  a  solution  of  about  three 
parts  of  sulphuric  acid,  four  parts  of  salt  and  about  thirty  of  water  for  from  six 
to  twelve  hours,  and  subsequently  to  dry  them  under  a  shed,  protected  from  rain, 
or  by  an  anthracite  fire,  as  meat  is  smoked. 

Preferably,  the  skin  should  be  removed  before  the  steeping,  and  the  abdomen 
opened.  The  animals  might,  however,  be  stunned  by  a  blow  and  thrown  into  the 
solution,  or  they  might  be  injected  by  the  solution  by  the  jugular  artery,  and 
also  through  the  gullet  or  recti  m. 

Hydrostatic  pressure  might  be  used  by  placing  the  solution  in  any  elevated 
position,  in  an  upper  story,  for  instance,  of  any  building  resorted  to,  and  bring- 
ing it  down  by  a  leaden  pipe.  When  the  desiccation  is  effected  by  heat,  as 
above  suggested,  it  may  be  carried  to  the  temperature  of  melting  tin,  nearly, 
say  400  degrees,  without  diminishing    the  ammoniacal  elements.     When  this 
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heat  is  used  the  whole  mass  becomes  friable  and  easy  to  reduce  to  powder.  The 
bones  as  well  as  the  flesh  of  slugs  roasted  to  this  point,  becomes  as  brittle  as 
glass.  This  fact  was  verified  on  a  pretty  large  scale  by  the  liberal  assistance  of 
Robert  Gilmore,  Esq.,  of  Maryland,  who  wrote  a  most  favorable  account  of  the 
success  of  the  resulting  manure.  When  animal  matter,  such  as  slugs  or  bones, 
are  heated  in  a  close  vessel,  the  first  escape  of  ammoniacal  elements  may  be 
detected  by  a  feather  dipped  in  muriatic  acid,  or  by  a  very  weak  and  almost 
colorless  solution  of  blue  vitriol  or  sulphate  of  copper.  Fetor  is  corrected  by 
wo>d  tar  or  rosin,  which  may  be  made  more  active  by  mingling  with  oil  of  tur- 
pentine. 

Sincerely  the  well-wisher  of  yourself  and  of  the  society, 

Truly  yours,  ROBERT  HARE. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn, 

President  of  the  Philadelphia  society  for  promoting  agriculture. 


Stated  meeting  at  room,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street,  on  Wednesday, 
July  5,  1854.  President,  A.  L.  Elwyn,  M.  D.,  in  the  chair.  Minutes  of  prece- 
ding meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  following  gentlemen  proposed  for  membership  at  previous  meeting,  were 
balloted  for  and  declared  duly  elected: 

Dr.  Charles  Noble,  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Fox,  do. 

Mr.  Marmaduke  Watson,      do. 
Dr.  Wm.  V.  Keating,  do. 

Dr.  Edward  Peace,  do. 

Two  propositions  for  resident  membership  were  received. 

The  committee  of  five  appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  to  report  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  State  Society,  the  adaptedness  of  Powelton  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  State  Fair,  reported  that  the  necessity  for  their  acting  had  been 
superseded  by  the  visit  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  State  Society  to  the 
grounds.     On  motion  that  the  committee  be  discharged,  which  was  so  ordered. 

The  President  reported  that  agreeably  to  resolution,  he  had  tendered  to  the 
State  Society,  the  services  of  the  society  as  local  committee  of  arrangement  for 
the  exhibition,  and  that  the  offer  had  been  accepted. 

Voted  on  motion,  that  a  sub-committee  of  nine  be  appointed  to  execute  the  duties 
devolving  on  this  society  as  local  committee  of  arrangements  for  the  State  Fair; 
whereupon  Messrs.  A.  J.  Newbold,  John  M'Gowan,  Aaron  Clement,  C.  W.  Har- 
rison, S.  C.  Will  its,  David  George,  George  Blight,  D.  Landreth  and  L.  H.  Twad- 
dell,  were  appointed  by  the  chair. 

It  having  been  intimated  that  grounds  for  the  ploughing  match  would  be 
required  in  addition  to  Powelton,  several  members  gave  the  assurance  that  from 
adjoining  or  neighboring  property,  every  accommodation  could  be  obtained. 

The  President  reported  that  he  had  just  returned  from  a  highly  satisfactory 
trial  of  Adkin's  reaper.  He  invited  members  to  relate  their  experience  with  the 
various  mowing  and  reaping  machines;  whereupon  an  animated  and  prolonged 
discussion  ensued,  wherein  Messrs.  G.  Blight,  C.  W.  Harrison,  D.  Landreth, 
I.  Pearson,  O.  Sheridan,  D.  Kelly,  S.  C.  Willits  and  others  participated,  and 
during  which  the  superiority  of  Ketchum's,  Hussey's,  M'Cormick's,  Allen's  and 
Adkin's  reapers  was  respectively  affirmed  and  denied.  The  great  advantage  to 
the  farmer  of  this  application  of  power  was  generally  recognized.  Failures 
were  attributed  rather  to  defective  construction  than  to  error  in  design.  The 
identical  machines  which  had  succeeded  perfectly  with  some,  had  failed  with 
others,  success  being  ascribed  to  greater  evenness  of  ground,  erectness  of  crops 
or  experience  on  the  part  of  the  farm  hands. 

Dr.  Kennedy  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  advertise  the 
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meetings  of  the  society,  and  to  invite  the  proprietors  of  new  and  improved 
implements,  machines  and  other  objects  of  agricultural  interest  to  send  speci- 
mens and  models  to  the  meetings, 

The  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously,  and  the  society  adjourned. 


Stated  meeting,  August,  1854.     President,  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn,  in  the  chair. 

Minutes  of  preceding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  T  C.  James,  Dr.  William  Shippen  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Cresson,  proposed 
as  resident  members  at  last  meeting,  were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected. 

Two  propositions  for  resident  membership  were  received. 

Mr.  David  George  tendered  hi-!  resignation  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Arrangement  on  the  State  Agricultural  Fair.  On  motion,  the  resignation  was 
accepted,  and  Mr.  John  Rice  appointed  in  his  stead. 

Mr.  Harrison,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  that  the  grounds  at  Powel- 
ton  had  been  enclosed  for  the  purposes  of  the  fair,  and  that  a  proposition 
had  been  made  to  the  Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society,  to  adopt  their  pre- 
mium list,  and  the  awards  of  their  judges,  provided  the  society  would  waive 
their  usual  exhibition  and  throw  their  influence  in  behalf  of  the  Horticultural 
department  of  the  State  Fair. 

The  President  inquired  concerning  the  result  of  the  late  exhibition  of  imple- 
ments at  Mr.  Stavely's,  in  Bucks  county. 

Mr.  Landreth  had  understood  that,  owing  to  the  great  diversity  of  opinion 
which  prevailed,  awards  had  been  made  to  several  of  the  competitors. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Landreth,  that  the  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  send  a  copy  of  the  published  minutes  of  the  society  recently  prepared  in  pam- 
phlet form,  to  every  kindred  society  in  the  Union.     Which  was  so  ordered. 

Dr.  Kennedy  hoped  that  the  discussion  on  reaping  and  mowing  machines, 
postponed  from  last  meeting,  would  be  resumed.  Hitherto  our  society  had 
devoted  too  little  attention  to  agricultural  machinery,  a  department  in  which  our 
countrymen  would  probably  attain  to  the  highest  excellence.  In  the  improve- 
ment of  stock,  in  irrigation,  in  drainage,  in  the  cultivation  of  soils  and  the  appli- 
cation of  concentrated  manures,  we  competed  with  Europe  unequally.  There 
labor  was  cheaper,  and  wealth  more  concentrated.  The  high  price  of  labor, 
while  it  prevented  expensive  experiments  in  agriculture,  stimulated  to  the 
invention  and  perfection  of  labor-saving  machinery.  Reaping  and  mowing 
machines  were  cases  in  point.  American  agriculture  had  received  no  greater 
boon  for  many  years,  and  agricultural  societies  could  do  no  greater  service 
to  the  cause,  than  by  increasing  the  list  of  their  premiums  for  improved  imple- 
ments and  newly  invented  machinery.  In  England,  where  such  inventions 
were  less  needed,  their  production  was  vastly  more  stimulated  by  prizes. 
M'Cormick's  reaper  was  the  great  feature  of  the  Agricultural  Department  at 
the  World's  Fair  at  London.  Yet  the  speaker  had  seen  there  a  drain-laying 
machine  which  dug  the  trench,  laid  the  tiles  and  covered  them  up  by  power 
applied  to  a  windlass  at  a  remote  part  of  the  field!  Tile  making  machines 
came  properly  within  the  province  of  the  agriculturist.  Tiles  were  now  made 
in  Europe  in  a  continuous  tube,  the  clay  being  forced  through  proper  orifices  in 
steel  plates,  by  the  pressure  of  a  piston,  (as  in  the  manufacture  of  maccaroni,)  or 
by  friction  rollers.  The  tubes  as  they  are  formed  are  cui  into  appropriate  lengths. 
Dr.  K.  had  failed  to  find  such  tile  machines  in  Albany,  where  he  had  been 
on  the  preceding  Saturday.  He  farther  explained  their  action,  and  also  that  of 
the  tile-laying  machine,  above  cited. 

Mr.  Sheridan  contended  that  drain-laying  machines  might  do  in  a  light,  well- 
worked  soil,  in  Europe,  but  not  in  the  refractory,  stony  soils  of  America.  He 
could  not  imagine  a  subsoil  plough  which  could  cut  a  drain  without  leaving 
a  wide,  open  trench. 

Mr.  Samnel  Williams  had  seen  such  ploughs.     They  burrowed,  as  it  were, 
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the  lower  part,  not  improperly  called  a  shoe,  connected  with  the  frame  of 
the  plough,  by  means  of  a  thin,  strong  piece  of  iron,  which,  like  a  coulter,  pre- 
sented its  edge  to  the  sod.  The  peculiarity  of  the  machine  described  by  Dr. 
Kennedy,  did  not  consist  so  much  in  that  it  made  a  trench,  as  that  it  laid 
the  tiles  evenly  immediately  following  the  plough,  and  closed  in  the  soil  over 
them. 

Mr.  Landreth  was  pleased  to  hear  of  the  amount  of  agricultur  il  machinery 
at  the  World's  Fair,  and  coincided  in  the  opinion  that  the  subject  of  agricultural 
machines  had  not  received  sufficient  attention  and  encouragement.  He  resumed 
the  debate  on  the  reaper  and  mower,  and  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Harrison,  Wil- 
lits,  Newton,  Geo.  R.  Engle,  Gustavus  Engle,  Sheridan  and  others.     Adjourned. 


September  meeting,  1854.  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn,  President,  in  the  chair.  Minutes 
of  the  preceding  meeting  read  and  approved.  Dr.  Pepper  and  Mr.  Wm.  P. 
Walter,  both  of  Philadelphia,*  were  elected  members.  Four  propositions  for 
resident  membership  were  presented. 

The  sub-committee  of  arrangement  for  the  State  Fair,  through  their  chair- 
man, Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold,  reported  the  condition  of  the  grounds  and  the  progress 
made  in  the  arrangements. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Lieut.  Jas.  S.  Biddle,  light-house  inspec- 
tor, offering  to  furnish  members  of  the  society  with  seeds  of  several  varieties 
of  colza  or  rape,  which  had  recently  been  imported,  with  a  view  to  its  extensive 
growth  in  this  country,  as  a  source  of  oil  fur  the  purpose  of  light-house  and  other 
illumination. 

Mr.  Landreth,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the  chair,  stated  that  the  seed  was 
already  well  known  in  this  .county.  It  was  of  easy  cultivation,  and  could  be 
sown  in  any  course,  at  the  same  time  as  ruta  baga.  The  plant  was  some- 
times used  for  green  soiling.  He  had  eight  acres  sown  with  the  seed,  and 
designed  the  plants  for  cattle  in  the  autumn.  The  habit  of  the  colza  was 
precisely  that  of  the  ruta  baga,  and  it  was  cultivated  in  the  same  manner, 
the  young  plants  being  set  out  in  the  spring.  He  did  not  raise  the  seed 
because  of  the  plant  hybridizing  with  other  species  of  Brassica. 

On  motion,  that  the  communication  be  filed  and  its  receipt  acknowledged, 
which  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  Ford  called  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  potato  crop,  and  the  means 
of  preserving  potatoes  throughout  the  season.  He  thought  that  the  time  of 
taking  them  up,  and  the  kind  of  place  required  for  storing  them,  were  not  pro- 
perly regarded.  He  believed  that  the  cold  dews  and  hot  sun  had  destroyed 
large  quantities  in  1849.  He  had  taken  his  up  early,  and  with  the  adhering 
soil  placed  them  in  a  heap  in  a  close  cellar,  merely  leaving  the  door  open  occa- 
sionally, to  change  the  air.  His  loss  had  been  comparatively  light,  both  in  that 
year  and  in  1851,  when  he  repeated  the  process.  He  was  satisfied  that  potatoes 
planted  late  were  in  most  danger,  and  that  early  planting  and  early  digging  up 
were  sure  means  of  safety. 

Mr.  Sheridan  attributed  the  loss  of  the  potato  crop  to  careless  cultivation. 

The  chair  inquired  of  Mr.  Ford  if  his  potatoes  were  now  sufficiently  advanced 
to  be  dug] 

M>\  Ford.  Certainly — and  already  the  largest  and  oldest,  if  any,  will  be 
found  diseased.  Potatoes  should  be  planted  early  in  April.  I  would  even 
recommend  fall  planting.  Potatoes  left  in  the  ground,  are  often  found  sprouting 
vigorously  in  the  spring. 

Mr.  Landreth  had  generally  succeeded  in  planting  potatoes  in  the  fall  for 
table  use  early  in  the  spring.  Last  winter,  however,  was  known  to  be  the  most 
severe  for  many  years,  and  he  had  lost  his  winter  planting.  His  practice  was, 
to  plant  deep,  put  manure  on  the  potato,  and  heap  the  soil  well  up.  His  potatoes 
are  up  at  the  usual  time  of  planting  in  the  spring.     He  thinks  fiill  planting  gene- 
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rally  practicable;  and  there  is  a  gain  in  time,  at  a  season  when  there  is  not 
much  to  do. 

Dr.  King-  corroborated  Mr.  Landreth's  statement  as  to  the  loss  of  the  crop  by 
the  severity  of  last  winter. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  suggested  that  a  slight  mulching  would  give  additional  security 
against  cold. 

Mr.  Landreth  had  tried  it,  but  the  weeds  had  gained  the  advantage  under  the 
plan. 

Mr.  Willets.  when  near  the  sea  shore  recently,  had  seen  potatoes  green  and 
flourishing  amid  the  general  barrenness,  in  consequence  of  their  having  been 
mulched  with  salt  grass.  They  were  quite  clean  of  weeds.  He  had  found  the 
advantage  of  fall  planting  in  a  row  accidentally  left  undug  in  one  of  his  fields. 
The  potatoes  came  up  in  the  spring,  and  in  June  were  large  and  fine,  and  three 
weeks  earlier  than  those  planted  at  the  usual  time. 

Mr.  Pearson's  experience  favored  the  views  of  Mr.  Ford.  Spread  on  a  dry 
barn  floor  many  of  his  potatoes  had  decayed;  but  in  a  cellar  stored  with  the  soil 
adhering,  they  had  kept  well.  Too  great  care  in  cleaning  potatoes  was  the 
cause  of  disease.     Dirt  kept  them  dry. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Holme  used  a  well  ventilated  cellar,  in  which  he  had  stored 
seven  hundred  bushels  with  soil  attached;  only  fifteen  bushels  had  rotted.  The 
top  of  the  heap  became  at  first  wet,  but  this  soon  dried.  He  had  found  no  difficulty 
with  his  crop,  either  before,  during  or  since  the  appearance' of  the  rot. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  approved  of  close  packing.  He  thought  highly  of  the  effects  of 
charcoal  dust.  He  had  taken  a  diseased  potato,  sprinkled  it  with  such  dust,  put 
it  in  an  exposed  place,  and  the  disease  went  no  further. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Stated  meeting,October  4,  1854.  Vice  President,  A.  T.  Newbold,  in  the 
chair.     Minutes  of  preceding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Messrs.  Edward  Armstrong,  B.  H.  Brewster,  Wm.  Blight  and  Jos.  Glenat, 
were  elected  resident  members. 

The  sub-committee  of  arrangement  of  the  State  Fair,  reported  that  the  exhi- 
bition as  a  whole  had  never  been  equalled  in  the  Union.  The  sub-committe, 
however,  were  unable  to  make  any  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  receipts  and 
expenses. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  By-laws:  "The 
Recording  Secretary  shall  be  ex-officio  a  member  of  all  Standing  Committees." 
Mr.  Newbold  mentioned  that  a  diversity  of  opinion  existed  among  the  members 
of  the  sub-committee  of  arrangement  of  the  late  exhibition,  as  to  the  Recording 
Secretary  being  a  member  of  the  committee.  That  officer  did  not  so  consider 
himself,  although  he  had  by  request  attended  one  or  two  meetings  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  (Mr.  N.)  offered  the  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  ques- 
tion settled  in  future. 

A  free  conversation  ensued  on  the  general  subject  of  the  management  of  the 
Fair,  after  which  the  society  adjourned. 


Stated  meeting,  November  1,  1854,  at  usual  place.  President,  Dr.  Elwyn,  in 
the  chair.     Minutes  of  preceding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Henry  C.  Pratt,  of  Frankford,  was  proposed  for  membership  by  Mr.  John 
M'Gowan. 

The  resolution  previously  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold,  "that  the  Record- 
ing Secretary  be  ex-officio  a  member  of  all  Standing  Committees,"  was  called 
up  and  discussed. 

Dr.  C.  R.  King  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words,  "  member  of  all 
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Standing-  Committees,"  and  inserting  "  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Exhibi- 
tion," which  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  as  amended  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Spangler,  on  a  call  from  the  chair,  stated,  that  he  had  attended  the 
recent  exhibition  of  the  Lancaster  County  Society,  and  found  the  attendance 
slim,  and  the  display  poor,  both  of  implements  and  cattle.  This  he  attributed  in 
part  to  the  late  severe  visitation  of  the  cholera  in  that  county.  The  jealousy 
on  the  subject  of  the  exhibition,-  between  the  towns  of  Lancaster  and  Columbia, 
each  being-  anxious  to  secure  the  holding-  of  it,  was  injuring-  the  society  as  well 
as  the  county  exhibitions. 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved,  that  the  advertising  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  in 
the  newspapers,  be  discontinued ;  which  motion  was  not  agreed  to.     Adjourned. 

A  stated  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for'  promoting  Agriculture,  was 
held  at  the  room,  South  Third  street,  on  Wednesday  morning,  December, 
1854.     President,  Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn,  in  the  ehaif. 

Mr.  Henry  C.  Pratt,  of  Frankford,  was  unanimously  elected  a  resident  member. 

The  President  stated  that  Vice  President  Clement  had  recently  visited  agri- 
cultural fairs  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,-  and  called  upon  him  for  an  account  of 
his  visit. 

Mr.  Clement  responded,  by  describing  the  fair  at  Richmond  as  exceedingly 
successful.  The  grounds,  twenty-five  acres  in  extent,  were  superior,  the  attend- 
ance large,  and  the  display  fine.  The  society  has  a  fund  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, permanently  invested. 

The  society  exhibiting  at  Petersburg,-  is  composed  of  members  in  North  Caro- 
lina as  well  as  in  Virginia.  The  grounds  are  near  the  town,  and  comprise  fif- 
teen acres,  and  were  beautifully  arranged  and  decorated,  and  good  accommoda- 
tions for  objects  exhibited  were  afforded.  The  subject  of  purchasing  an  experi- 
mental farm  was  proposed,  and  met  with  so  much  ravor  that  ten  thousand  dollars 
were  subscribed  on  the  spot. 

The  exhibition  at  Baltimore  was  by  no-  means  equal  to  those  formerly  held. 

Mr.  Waring,  of  Connecticut,  was  present,  and  at  the  request  of  the  chair 
described  the  cattle  show  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society,  at  Spring- 
field. The  best  cattle  there  were  imported  ;•  their  quality  was  excellent,  but  the 
number  small.      The  award  of  prizes  was  liberal  and  caused  much  competition. 

Mr.  Harrison  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  nominate  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Adopted,  and  Messrs.  Harrison,  J.  Lardner,  M'Gowan, 
Williams  and  Newbold  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  correspond  with 
the  agricultural  societies  in  the  State,  and  obtain  statistics  of  their  condition, 
organization,  meetings,  exhibitions,  etc.,  which  was  so  ordered,  and  Drs.  Ken- 
nedy and  M'Crea,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Harrison,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tyson  suggested  that  the  fact  of  the  existence  cf  societies  might  be 
learned  by  addressing-  the  President  Judges  of  the  county  courts.  Mff 

The  chair  having  requested  Vice  President  Clement  to  give  an  account  of  the 
first  introduction  of  Durhams  into  this-  country*  that  gentleman  made  a  most 
interesting  statement,  during  which  he  said  that  the  first  animal  in  this  country 
of  the  stock  in  question  was  a  cow,  called  the  Kilton  cow,  which  had  been  sent 
from  England  about  1805,  on  speculation1.  She  was  valued  at  two  hundred 
guineas,  but  at  that  price  found  no  purchaser,  and  was  sent  back.  She  was  witli 
young  when  she  arrived,  and  while  here  she  had  a  bull  calf,  which  was  given  to 
Jacob  Serrill,  of  Darby,  Delaware  county,  Pa.,  for  the  trouble  he  had  had  in 
keeping  the  cow.  From  this  calf,  by  crossing  with  oft-  so-called  native  cows, 
very  fine  cattle  had  been  obtained — steers  weighing  from  fourteen  to  sixteen 
hundred  pounds. 

The  committee  on  nominations  reported  the  requisite  number  of  nominees. 

Adjourned. 
6 


MINUTES  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  1855. 


Stated  meeting,  at  rooms,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street,  on  Wednesday 
morning,  January  3d,  1855. 

President  Dr.  A.  L.  Elvvyn,  in  the  chair. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  resident  members,  viz.,  Messrs.  Edgar 
Black,  William  G.  Warder,  Thomas  Drake,  and  Henry  Grambo,  of  Philadel- 
phia;  and  Mr.  James  Sloan,  of  Port  Kennedy,  Montgomery  county,  Pa. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Treasurer's  report,  Mr.  David  S.  Brown,  of  Philadel- 
phia, presented  to  the  Society,  for  distribution,  a  number  of  copies,  in  pamphlet 
form,  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  David  M.  Stone,  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 
to  the  wool-growers  4  also,  copies  of  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  containing  an 
article  on  wool.  < 

Mr.  Brown  accompanied  his  donation  with  some  highly  interesting  remarks 
on  the  manufacture  of  woollens  in  the  United  States,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
stated  that  the  discriminating  duty  on  wool,  which  had  been  designed  to  benefit 
the  manufacturer,  had  been  found  so  injurious  that  the  mills  for  the  finer  fabrics 
are  nearly  all  closed.  He  referred  especially  to  the  manufacture  of  broad-cloths. 
In  such  goods  the  warp  was  formed  of  American  wool,  for  which  purpose  such 
wool  was  eminently  adapted  ;  hut  for  the  woof  or  filling  and  face,  foreign  wool 
was  found  indispensable.  This  wool  the  present  tariff  almost  excluded  from  our 
market,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  Lroad-cloth  mills  had  stopped  one  after  an- 
other, until  the  last,  that  of  Mr.  Slater,  of  Rhode  Island,  whose  father  was  among 
the  first  to  introduce  the  making  of  broad-cloths  into  this  country,  had  ceased  its 
operations.  He  (Mr.  Brown)  did  not  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  the  view  enter- 
tained by  workmen  ;  but  he  knew  that  they  ascribed  the  superiority  of  Saxon 
wool,  for  the  above  purpose,  to  the  fact  that  in  Germany  they  sheared  their  sheep 
twice  a  year.  Certainly,  German  cloths,  at  the  present  rates  of  duty,  were  fast 
driving  all  others  out  of  the  market.  A  removal  of  duty  altogether  would  pro- 
bably open  the  way  for  an  unprecedented  increase  of  manufacture.  No  better 
state  of  the  trade  was  possible  than  that  of  freedom  from  all  duty.  This  was 
true  as  well  of  dye-stuff's  as  of  wool.  If  we  admitted  them  free,  the  price  in  all 
other  markets  would  at  once  be  raised.  For  certain  fabrics  our  wool  was  in 
demand.  It  was  more  flexible,  longer,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  was  finer  than 
the  European  and  Australian  wool.  Great  Britain  had  wisely  opened  the  raw 
materials  of  the  world  to  her  manufacturers.  Here,  where  money  rates  and 
labor  are  higher,  we  cannot  expect  success,  unless  we  imitate  her.  'Our  wool 
was  unequalled  for  flannels  and  fancy  cassimeres.  That  of  South  America  was 
well  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of  blankets,  but,  for  other  fabrics,  it  required  to 
be  mixed  with  the  wool  of  the  United  States.  French  manufacturers  find  our 
fibre  more  flexible,  and  admirably  adapted  to  making  merinoes  and  worsted 
goods. 

Mr.  Spangler  reminded  the  Society  that  the  wool  which  had  taken  the  first 
premium  at  the  World's  Fair,  London,  was  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Harrison  contended  that  much  of  the  alleged  inferiority  of  Ameri- 
can wool  for  certain  purposes  arose  from  our  merchants  failing  to  discriminate 
qualities  in  the  purchase.  They  pay  so  much  for  the  whole  fleece,  without 
sorting.  *. 

Mr.  Aaron  Clement  presented  the  following  communication  on  the  Tartar 
sheep : — 

"The  Tartar  or  Shanghai  sheep,  lately  introduced  into  this  country,  exhibit 
some  very  peculiar  characteristics.     They  are  of  fine  size,  with  broad  tails,  pro- 
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minent  noses,  and  very  agreeable  countenances.  The  fleece  is  light,  and  suited 
only  for  blanketings  and  other  coarse  woollen  fabrics.  The  mutton  is  highly 
esteemed,  being  free  from  all  rank  or  woolly  flavor.  Perhaps  the  most  distin- 
guishing characteristic  of  the  Tartar  sheep  is;  their  numerous  offspring,  the  ewes 
having  lambs  every  Spring  and  Fall,  and  from  two  to  four  at  a  time.  Dr.  Emer- 
son, of  Philadelphia,  who  obtained  a  pair  of  the  original  stock,  states  that  one  of 
his  ewes  had  three  lambs  last  February,  all  of  which  have  been  raised.  About 
the  middle  of  November  she  had  two  more,  whilst  at  the  same  time,  two  of  the 
February  lambs  had  each  a  lamb;  making  her  a  grandmother  in  nine  months, 
and  her  progeny  within  that  time  no  less  than  seven.  The  doctor  has  crossed 
the  Tartar  sheep  with  an  excellent  breed  of  the  country,  by  which  the  carcass 
has  been  increased,  and  the  fleece  much  improved.  What  will  be  the  result  in 
regard  to  the  prolific  characteristic  remains  to  be  proved.  Probably  this  will  be 
moderated  to  a  point  which  may  render  them  more  acceptable  to  many  than  the 
full  bloods.  I  have  a  buck  and  ewe  of  these  half-bloods  which  are  certainly 
very  fine  stock,  and  well  worth  the  attention  of  all  persons  who  take  an  interest 
in  sheep,  especially  to  those  who  look  to  profit  more  from  the  lambs  and  mutton 
than  from  the  fleece." 

Dr.  Emerson  requested  Mr.  Newbold  to  relate  his  experience  with  the  Tartar 
sheep. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Newbod  had  two  ewes,  seven  months  old  ;  one  of  which  had  two, 
and  the  other  three  lambs.  The  old  ewe  had  had  seven  lambs,  within  twelve 
months.  The  usual  number  at  a  birth,  was  three;  but  Dr.  Emerson  had  had  a 
ewe  die  from  an  injury,  a  few  days  before  her  "term,"  in  which  four  foetuses 
were  found.  The  wool  was  not  fine.  It  would  neither  full  nor  felt,  and  was 
unshrinkable. 

Mr.  O.  Sheridan  doubted  if  any  ewe  could  furnish  milk  enough  to  support  two 
or  three  lambs.     His  Southdowns  certainly  could  not. 

Dr.  Emerson  replied  that  the  capacity  to  furnish  sufficient  milk,  had  been 
proved  by  his  ewes ;  two  of  which  had  raised  their  lambs  without  any  as- 
sistance. 

Mr.  O.  Sheridan  moved  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  report 
at  next  meeting,  on  the  expediency  of  the  Society's  holding-  an  Exhibition, 
next  autumn  ;  but  he  subsequently  gave  way,  in  order  to  afford  time  for  the 
annual  election,  which  being  held,  resulted  as  follows: 

For  President,  David  Landreth.  For  Vice-Presidents,  A.  T.  Newbold,  Aaron 
Clement.  Corresponding  Secretary,  Sidney  G.  Fisher.  Recording  Secretary, 
Alfred  L.  Kennedy.  Assistant  Secretary,  P.  R.  Freas.  Treasurer,  George 
Blig-ht.  Executive  Committee,  Dennis  Kelly,  Algernon  S.  Roberts,  Samuel 
William-,  John  Lardner,  A.  T.  Newbold,  and  John  McGowan. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  and  they  are  hereby  tendered  to 
Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn  for  the  courteous  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  per- 
formed the  duties  of  President  during  the  last  two  years. 

Dr.  Elwyn  reminded  the  Society  that  they  had  frequently,  during  the  past  ten 
years,  entertained  a  proposition  to  establish  an  Agricultural  Reading  Room,  to 
be  open  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings  and  during  the  day.  He  deemed  the 
present  the  most  eligible  time  to  carry  out  the  plan,  inasmuch  as  the  Society 
would  ere  long  be  compelled  to  find  other  accommodations.  He  also  announced 
that  the  next  Session  of  the  State  Society  would  be  held  in  Harrisburg  on  the 
16th  instant. 

The  Chair  deemed  the  occasion  of  that  meeting  a  proper  one  on  which  to  re- 
present to  the  Legislature  the  great  wrong  done  to  the  Society  and  the  cause  of 
Agriculture  in  this  section'of  the  State,  by  the  withdrawal  of  our  annual  appro- 
priation, which  had  been,  up  to  the  last  Session,  continued  uninterrupted  for 
many  years. 

Adjourned. 
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A  stated  meeting'  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street,  on  Wed- 
nesday, February  7th,  1855. 

Mr.  D.  Landreth,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Paschall  Morris  and  A.  M.  Spangler  were  elected  life  members. 
The  Secretary  reported  that  copies  of  the  published  minutes  of  the  Society 
from  1785  to  1810  had  been  sent  to  seventeen  kindred  societies.  Letters 
were  read  from  Mr.  H.  Meigs,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Farmers'  Club, 
and  from  J.  W.  Degreau,  Secretary  of  the  Brooklyn  Horticultural  Society, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  copies.  A  pamphlet  copy  of  the  address  .of  the 
last-named  gentleman  before  his  Society  was  received. 

Dr.  Kennedy,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  Agricultural  Statistics 
of  Pennsylvania.,  reported  that  the  Committee  had  learned  since  their  ap- 
pointment that  the  State  Society  were  engaged  in  a  similar  object,  and  had 
already  sent  printed  questions  to  nearly  all  the  County  Societies  in  the  State. 
Some  of  the  replies  to  these  questions  had  appeared  in  the  volume  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  State  Society,  published  by  authority  of  the  last  Legislature. 
It  was  true  that  no  such  questions  had  ever  reached  this  Society,  nor  was  any 
report  from  Philadelphia  county  contained  in  the  volume  aforesaid  ;  nevertheless, 
the  general  subject  of  State  statistics  was  more  especially  ie  province  of  the 
State  Society.  That  body  had  already  commenced  the  good  work  of  collecting 
definite  agricultural  information ;  and  since  any  action  on  our  part  might  be  re- 
garded as  interfering  with  them,  he  (Dr.  K  )  moved  that  the  Committee  be  dis- 
charged, which  was  so  ordered. 

Dr.  Elwyn  feared  that  the  present  Legislature  would  not  authorize  the  publi- 
cation of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Society. 

H.  Ingersoll  offered  an  amendment  to  the  19th  Article  of  By-Laws,  rendering 
the  President  eligible  for  more  than  two  consecutive  terms.  Laid  over  for  one 
month. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  that  Delegates  be  now  appointed  to  attend 
the  next  Session  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society  at  Washington,  on 
the  28th  instant. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  A.  S.  Roberts,  that  the  Delegates  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair,  and  that  they  have  power  to  fili  vacancies.  Whereupon  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed  :  A.  L.  Kennedy,  A.  T.  Nevvbold,  A  S.  Roberts,  H. 
Ingersoll,  J.  McGowan,  C  W.  Sharpless,  A.  Clement,  G.  Blight,  S.  Williams, 
J.  S.  Haines,  S.  C.  Willitts,  Gen.  R.  Patterson,  J.  Lardner,  J.  Pearson,  S.  C. 
Ford,  and  C.  W.  Harrison. 

Dr.  Elwyn  laid  before  the  Society  samples  of  dust  from  the  flues  at  the  foundry 
of  Mr  Charles  S.  Smith.  This  dust  collected  in  large  quantities,  both  from  the 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  fires.  It  has  been  spread  on  land,  and  was  be- 
lieved to  posssess  one-half  the  fertilizing  power  of  guano.  Further  experiments 
were  necessary  before  its  exact  value  could  be  determined.  These,  it  was  hoped, 
members  of  the  Society  would  make  ;  and  for  this  purpose  they  would  be  cheer- 
fully furnished  with  a  supply  on  applying  at  Mr.  Smith's  iron  works.  Dr.  E. 
remarked  that  the  researches  of  chemists  and  the  introduction  of  guano  had  done 
much  to  direct  the  attention  of  farmers  and  others  to  the  subject  of  concentrated 
manures  and  the  employment  of  waste  products.  The  samples  before  the  Society 
were  interesting  in  this  connection.  Further  investigation  would  reveal  many 
substances  now  deemed  refuse,  which  either  alone  or  in  mixture,  would  prove 
valuable  boons  to  the  agriculturist.  He  had  learned  that  during  last  season 
guano  had  failed  to  improve  gome  of  the  lands  in  Chester  county,  on  which  it 
had  been  used.     When  mixed  with  lime,  improvement  had  been  manifested. 

Mr.  Spangler  had  had  occasion  to  observe  the  comparative  yield  of  land 
manured  with  guano  and  with  superphosphate  of  lime,  and,  in  nearly  all  cases 
had  the  latter  proved  more  advantageous.  This  was' true  not  only  of  wheat,  but 
of  grass  land.  Moreover,  grass  and  hay  from  land  thus  manured,  were  much 
better  relished  by  cattle.  This  fact  was  beginning  to  be  well  understood  by 
farmers.    He  had  recently  been  offered  a  lot. of  hay  from  Delaware  county,  and 
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one  of  the  recommendations  urged  by  the  vender  was,  that  it  had  been  cut  from 
"limed"  land.  Such  hay  had  been  said  to  support  cattle  better.  He  would  ask 
for  Mr  Clement's  experience  on  this  last  point. 

Mr.  A.  Clement  had  observed  no  proof  that  such  hay  was  more  nutritious, 
He  knew  that  cattle  were  fond  of  it,  and  would  select  it  in  preference  to  all 
other. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Willitts  preferred  g'uano,  but  having  been  unable,  a  few  years  since, 
to  obtain  any  in  the  market,  he  had  purchased  some  superphosphate  of  lime,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  an  equal  quantity  of  a  material  called  "  fertilizer."  He  had 
spread  forty-seven  and  a  half  bushels  of  each  on  equal  parts  of  the  same  field, 
leaving  a  portion  unmanured,  and,  from  that  time  to  this  he  had  been  able  to 
discover  no  difference  in  the  crops.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  purity  of  the  arti- 
cles he  purchased,  nor  could  any  farmer,  until  there  was  a  State  chemist  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  should  be  not  only  to  inform  us  of  the  nature  of  our  soil, 
but  to  guard  us  against  fraud  in  the  purchase  of  concentrated  manures.  Guano  had 
been  placed  on  a  field  adjoining  the  above,  and  its  effects,  even  three  years  after 
wheat,  were  markedly  favorable,  yielding  one  and  a  quarter  tons  of  timothy  to 
the  acre.  A  portion  of  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  had,  at  one 
time,  belonged  to  a  Mr.  Walker,  once  a  well-known  "  book  farmer"  of  this 
country,  who.,  before  the  days  of  bone-dust,  had  heavily  "  boned"  the  land,  putting 
on  the  bones,  for  the  want  of  suitable  crushers,  in  large  pieces,  many  of  which 
now  remain  undecomposed. 

Dr.  Elvvyn  inquired  what  redress  the  farmer  had  in  case  an  advertized  manure 
failed  to  come  up  to  the  assurances  of  the  vender,  or,  were  such  manures  like 
quack  medicines,  sold  for  cash,  the  buyer  losing  both  time  and  money  1  He  had 
recently  read  the  decision  of  an  English  Court  on  the  subject,  which  seemed  to 
him  peculiarly  just,  and  one  which  he  hoped  would  be  sanctiond  in  this  country. 
A  farmer  had  bought  on  credit  a  quantity  of  concentrated  manure,  warranted  to 
produce  a  certain  result.  The  crop  not  equalling  the  gain  guaranteed,  the  pur- 
chaser declined  payment.  The  vender  brought  suit,  but  failed  to  recover,  the 
Court  arfirriiing  that  he  had  not  complied  with  his  part  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  Roberts  had  sown  guano  on  his  lawn.  The  first  year  the  grass  was  beau- 
tiful, the  second  decidedly  inferior.  The  third  worse  than  before  manuring.  He 
should  try  something  else. 

H.  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  stated  that  his  experience  accorded  perfectly  with  that  of 
Mr.  Roberts.  He  deemed  guano  too  stimulating,  acting,  so  to  speak,  as  a  blister, 
and  when  the  stimulus  was  over,  leaving  the  ground  poorer  than  before. 

Mr.  Isaac  Newton  had  a  large  estate  in  Virginia.  Four  years  ago  he  had 
sown  six  hundred  acres  of  worn-out  land  with  guano.  The  yield  of  wheat  was 
wonderful ;  and  the  clover  which  had  been  plentifully  sown  at  the  rate  of  ten 
quarts  of  seed  to  the  acre,  was  most  luxuriant..  The  year  following,  he  had 
spread  lightly  with  plaster,  turned  the  clover  sod  under  and  guanoed  again.  His 
crops  since  had  been  very  fine.  In  Virginia,  the  practice  had  been  to  sow  no 
grass-seed  with  their  wheat.  Give  him  guano,  grass-seed,  and  plaster,  and 
he  would  undertake  in  a  short  time  to  renew  all  the  worn-out  land  in  the 
Old  Dominion. 

Adjourned. 


A  stated  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  the  room  in  the  Masonic  Hall, 
South  Third  street,  on' Wednesday  morning,  March  7th. 

Mr.  Landreth,  President,  in  the. chair. 

Mr.  William  Hacker,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  a  life  member,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Balderston,  of  Philadelphia,  and  A.  Terhoeven,  of  Frankford,  resi- 
dent members. 

The  Secretary  reported  having  sent  pamphlet  copies  of  the  Society's 
minutes  to  an  additional  number  of  kindred  societies  during  the  past  month. 
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Letters  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  pamphlet  were  read  from  Mr.  John 
Jay,  President  of  Bedford  Farmers'  Club,  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
Gen.  James  T.  Worthington,  of  Ohio  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Chillicothe, 
Ohio.  Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Ohio  Board  for  1853,  and  of  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Agricultural  Society  for  the  same  year  were 
received  in  exchange. 

The  Executive  Committee  recommended  that  the  consideration  of  the  expe- 
diency of  the  Society's  holding  an  exhibition  next  autumn  be  postponed  for  one 
month,  which  recommendation  was,  on  motion,  approved. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  on  the  annual  appropriation,  reported 
that  the  old  county  appropriation  would  be  continued  during  the  present  year 
by  the  new  city  government. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy,  from  the  delegation  to  the  United  States  Agricultural 
Society,  reported  the  proceedings  of  that  body  at  its  recent  session  at  Washing- 
ton. He  had  extended  an  invitation  to  that  Society  to  hold  its  next  exhibition 
in  this  city,  which  invitation  was  politely  acknowledged  and  referred  to  the 
President  and  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  I.  Newton  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society,  on  the  propriety  of 
holding  the  next  annual  exhibition  of  that  Society  in  Philadelphia,  which  motion 
was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Robert?,  Elwyn,  Spangler,  Biddle,  Newton,  Willitts, 
and  Ingersoll. 

Amendments  were  offered  by  Messrs.  Biddle  and  Roberts,  and  that  of  the 
latter  gentlemen  was  finally  adopted,  in  the  following  form,  viz. : 

Resolved,  By  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture,  that  in 
their  opinion  an  Exhibition  by  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society  might  be 
advantageously  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed 
•to  confer  with  the  President  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society,  and  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Society  on  the  subject. 

On  motion,  that  the  President  be  chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  that  he 
appoint  his  colleagues  ;  which  was  so  ordered.  The  Committee  consists  of 
Messrs.  Landreth,  Biddle,  and  Newton. 

H.  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  called  up  his  resolution  to  strike  out  the  19th  by-law,  which 
renders  the  President  ineligible  for  more  than  two  consecutive  years;  which, 
after  much  discussion,  was  lost. 

S.  H.  Austin,  Esq.,  called  attention  to  a  tract  of  twenty  acres,  above  German- 
town,  which  had  been  purchased  by  a  number  of  gentlemen,  with  the  intention 
of  erecting-  a  hotel  thereon.  He  believed  that  the  Society  would  find  it  advan- 
tageous to  hold  its  annual  exhibitions  there  in  future,  and  did  not  doubt  that 
highly  favorable  terms  might  be  made  with  the  proprietors.  Whereupon,  Dr.  J. 
A.  McCrea  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  above  ground, 
the  terms  on  which  it  can  be  used,  &c,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Society ;  which  motion  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  McCrea,  Blight,  and  Sheridan 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Chair  introduced  to  the  meeting  Dr.  John  A.  Warder,  of  Cincinnati,  who 
delivered  a  brief  and  interesting  address  on  the  subject  of  line-hedges.  He  con- 
fined himself  to  the  Madura,  or  Osage  Orange,  a  plant  which  he  deemed  espe- 
cially adapted  to  the  purpose  in  this  country.  The  subject  was  one  of  immense 
importance,  especially  in  the  prairie  country,  where  timber  was  scarce  and  land 
cheap,  and  where  thousands  of  miles  of  these  hedges  were  being  set.  For  land 
worth  more  than  $100  per  acre,  and  for  fields  of  less  than  twenty  acres,  these 
hedges  were  not  to  be  recommended.  Hedge  planting  in  America  has  been  a 
series  of  failures;  not,  he  contended,  on  account  of  the  climate,  for  the  machtra 
was  indigenous  to  the  western  part  of  the  Union,  but  from  injudicious  planting 
and  treatment — planting  too  close,  too  near  to  a  dead  fence,  want  of  cultivation, 
and  of  sufficiently  severe  pruning.  These  were  the  causes  of  failure,  and  his 
method  was  designed  to  avoid  them.  He  subsoiled  and  planted  one  foot  apart. 
The  following  spring  he  cut  off  the  vertical  branches  three  inches  from  the 


ground,  merely  trimming-  the  lateral  ones  at  the  ends.  The  next  spring  he  re- 
peated the  cutting  at  the  same  height.  The  following  spring  he  cut  again,  but 
at  the  height  of  six  inches  from  the  ground.  By  this  means  lie  obtained  a  per- 
fect mat  of  branches  near  the  ground,  where  they  were  needed,  five  feet  across, 
and  twenty  inches  high,  which  formed  a  perfect  protection  in  itself.  Less  trim- 
ming would  be  required  during  the  succeeding  years,  but  bold  cutting  must  be 
resorted,  and  an  impenetrable  thicket  close  to  the  ground  would  be  secured.  Fre- 
quently hedges  were  found,  as  it  were,  upside  down,  bushy  and  thick  above,  and 
wide  gaps  below,  through  which  a  hog  might  creep,  the  branches  having  disap- 
peared. The  maclura  was  of  easy  propagation  and  rapid  growth  ;  did  not 
sucker,  and  could  be  ploughed  as  closely  as  the  horses  could  be  coaxed.  The 
vertical  shoots  of  the  first  year  would  run  up  4  to  10  feet  high.  The  plan  of 
wattling  or  interweaving  the  branches  had  been  tried,  in  order  to  produce  an 
impenetrable  wall  and  save  ground*  This  had  been  aitempted  four  years  ago  at 
the  Cincinnati  Cemetery,  and  had  not  succeeded.  He  (Dr.  W.)  could  now  get 
his  leg  through,  and  the  hedge  was  growing  worse.  The  maclura,  treated  as 
he  proposed^  was  a  grand  thing  for  railroads,  and  could  be  set  and  trimmed  for 
three  years  for  about  seventy-five  cents  a  rod,  the  railroad  company  paying  tor 
the  ploughing. 

The  Chair  stated  that  a  maclura  tree  near  the  city,  planted  by  his  father 
thirty  years  ago,  was  still  growing  luxuriantly.  He  doubted,  however,  that  the 
plant,  if  trimmed  as  proposed,  would  last  that  long. 

Dr.  Kennedy  called  attention  to  some  beautiful  and  exact  engravings  of  insects 
injurious  to  vegetation,  made  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Glover,  now  of  Washington  City. 

Dr.  Elwyn  requested  members  to  examine  some  faithfully  executed  oil  paint- 
ings of  horses  and  horned  cattle  from  life,  by  Mr.  Clarkson,  an  excellent  artist 
in  that  line,  in  this  city.  These  paintings  hud' been  politely  placed  in  the  room 
for  inspection. 

Adjourned. 


The  Society,  which,  during  the  preceding  February,  entered  on  the  seventy- 
first  year  of  its  existence,  held  its  meeting  for  April,  on  Wednesday  morning, 
4th  of  that  month,  at  the  room,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street. 

Mr.  Landreth,  President,  in  the  cliair.  After  the  reading  of  the  minutes, 
Messrs.  G.  Dougherty  and  E.  K.  Concklin,  of  this  city,  and  Daniel  H.  Mulvany, 
of  Norristown,  were  elected  resident  members. 

A  notification  that  the  next  annual  meeting  of  tlie  Montgomery  County  Agri- 
cultural Society  would  be  held  at  Spring-town,  on'  the  third  and  fourth  days  of 
October  next,  was  received  from  that  ^  oc'iety. 

Letters  from  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Michigan, 
and  the  New  York  State  x'Vgricultural  Societies,  were  read,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  printed  copies  of  tnis  Society's  minutes. 

The  Secretary  reported  having  visited  Harrisburg  and  succeeded  in  obtaining 
from  the  Legislature  a  renewal  of  the  Act,  authorising  the  annual  appropriation 
to  the  Society  by  the  city  government. 

A  communication  from  J.  S.  Silver,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  the  Butchers'  and  Dro- 
vers' Association,  urging  the  fitness  of  their  grounds,  in  the  24th  Ward,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  annual  exhibitions  of  this  Society,  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  George  Blight,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  to  examine  the  tract  of  land 
above  Germantown,  proposed  as  a  site  for  the  Society's  exhibitions,  reported  the 
terms  on  which  the  grounds  could  be  used,  which  report  was  accepted,  the  com- 
mittee discharged,  and  the  subject  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Landreth,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  to  confer"  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States  Agricultural  Society,  on  the  subject  of  that  Society's  holding  its 
next  Annual  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  presented  the  correspondence  had  in 


relation  thereto,  and  asked  for  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Committee. 

On  motion,  That  the  action  of  the  Committee  meets  the  approval  of  the  So- 
ciety ;  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Isaac  W.  Roberts,  long  an  active  member  of  this  Society,  resigned  his 
membership,  and  was  immediately  nominated  as  an  honorary  member,  by  Dr. 
Elwyn.     Nomination  lies  over,  under  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Ingersoll,  That  the  President,  Recording  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer,  be  a  committee  to  ascertain  whether  a  suitable  room  can  be  procured 
for  the  meetings  of  this  Society,  and  to  report  at  the  next  meeting;  which  was 
so  ordered. 

The  Chair  called  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  wheat  crop.  Its  prospects 
were  a  matter  of  national  as  well  as  local  interest.  There  were  members  present 
from  widely  different  localities,  and  he  would  be  pleased  to  hear  the  result  of 
their  observations.  In  his  own  neighborhood,  in  Bucks  county,  appearances 
were  decidedly  unfavorable, 

Mr.  Dennis  Kelly  reported  the  same  of  his  own  section  in  Montgomery 
county.     The  wheat  looked  very  poor. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Ford  had  recently  returned  from  a  trip  up  the  Susquehanna.  In 
the  parts  of  Dauphin  and  Lancaster  counties  through  which  he  passed,  he  had 
never,  at  this  season,  seen  the  prospects  for  wheat  so  unpromising.  The  grain 
generally  appeared  to  be  winter-killed.  Some  portions  of  fields  exhibited  life; 
but  the  greater  part  seemed  to  be  as  effectually  destroyed,  as  if  fire  had  passed 
over  the  ground. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Willitts  had  observed  the  wheat  in  the  northern  part  of  Philadel- 
phia county,  where  he  resided,  to  be  killed  at  the  top,  but  still  strong  at  the 
roots.  Fields  which  had  been  drilled,  appeared  far  better  than  those  sown 
broadcast;  and  those  drilled  early,  looked  the  best. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Fisher  reported  the  appearance  of  the  wheat  in  that  part  of  Mary- 
land in  which  his  estate  lay,  to  be  very  unfavorable.  This  he  in  great  part  at- 
tributed to  the  severe  drought  which  lasted  from  June  to  November  of  last  year; 
and  the  effects  of  which  we're  still  visible,  as  very  little  rain  had  fallen  this 
season,  and  the  springs  and  streams  were  unusually  low.  The  wheat  sown 
early  was  the  least  unpromising.  Fields  sown  in  the  latter  part  of  October, 
were  almost  entirely  bare.     The  drill  was  generally  used  in  his  vicinity. 

Mr.  Aaron  Clement  had  recently  visited  Lancaster  county.  There,  too,  the 
wheat  fields  were  bare.  He  ascribed  this  mainly  to  the  fact  that  the  drought 
had  caused  late  ploughing  and  sowing.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  find 
wheat  fields  without  signs  of  a  crop  early  in  the  season,  and  after  a  warm  rain, 
such  as  might  be  daily  expected,  the  ground  covered  with  verdure. 

Dr.  Emerson  acknowledged  the  advantage  of  early  planting.  In  Kent,  Dela- 
ware, where  his  farm  was  situated,  the  wheat  looked  badly,  but  the  importance 
of  the  drill  was  never  more  manifest.  All  fields  where  it  had  been  used  bid  fair 
to  be  many  fold  more  productive.  In  others  the  soil  appeared  to  have  been 
blown  away  from  the  young  roots.  A  dry  winter  was  not  unfavorable  to  the 
wheat  crop,  as  the  absence  of  excess  of  moisture  prevented  the  effects  of  many 
thawings  and  freezings,  by  which  the  young  plants  were  thrown  out. 

Mr.  Gustavus  Engle  stated  that  his  eight  acres  in  wheat,  near  Bustleton, 
looked  quite  promising;  he  had  ploughed  five  inches  deepyand  sown  eariy.  The 
field  was  upland.  In  Bucks  county,  where  he  had  recently  been>  properly  cul- 
tivated wheat  lands  looked  well.  On  some,  where  400  pounds  of  guano  had 
been  used  to  the  acre,  he  had  never  seen  a  better  promise  at  this  season  of  the 
year. 

Mr.  Clement  contended  that  however  well-farmed  the  land  might  be,  nothing 
could  compensate  for  late  sowing.     Wheat  sown  early  was  always  better. 

Dr.  Emerson  insisted  that  early  ploughing  was  more  important  than  early 
sowing.  On  his  farm  a  portion  of  the  field  had,  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  been 
ploughed  two  months  earlier  than  the  remainder.     The  whole  was  dressed  with 
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superphosphate  of  lime,  and  drilled  at  the  same  time.  Yet  the  early-ploughed 
portion  now  exhibited  a  perfect  mat  of  vegetation,  as  if  it  alone  had  been  ma- 
nured; while  the  show  on  the  other  was  comparatively  indifFerent.  The  whole 
field  had,  up  to  the  time  of  the  ploughing,  been  suljected  to  the  same  tillage.  It 
had  been  in  wheat  last  year,  but  so  light  was  the  crop  that  he  decided  to  manure 
anew  and  sow  again.  This  was  not  the  first  instance  in  which  he  had  contrasted 
the  effects  of  early  and  late  ploughing  before  wheat. 

The  Chair  added  his  testimony  in  favor  of  early  cultivation  and  sowing. 

Dr.  Elwyn  regretted  that  we  were  so  prone  to  censure  nature  for  our  losses, 
when  our  own  hands  were  often  at  fault.  He  had  recently  returned  from  his 
farm  in  Chester  county,  and  wherever  he  had  observed  good  farming,  he  had 
found  the  wheat  looking  very  well.  The  farmers  in  that  county  cultivated 
thoroughly,  and  manured  freely. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Roberts  had  found  the  wheat  looking  fair  in  Chester  and  Lancaster 
counties,  through  which  he  had  recently  passed.  The  drilled  fields  looked  the 
best.  It  was  customary  for  farmers  to  indulge  in  gloomy  forebodings  in  early 
spring.  In  the  great  wheat-growing  region  of  the  West,  a  far  larger  space  had 
been  planted  in  wheat,  than  during  any  former  year. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Fisher  proposed  the  "  Winter  Feeding  of  Stock,"  as  the  subject  for 
discussion  at  next  meeting. 

Adjourned. 


Stated  meeting  at  room,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street,  Wednesday,  May 
2,  1655. 

Mr.  Landreth,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  John  R.  Wilmer  and  Wilmer  Cannell,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Richard 
A.  Gilpin,  of  West  Chester,  Pa.,  were  elected  resident  members. 

Mr.  Isaac  W.  Roberts,  of  Chester  county,  one  of  the  oldest  active  members, 
and  for  many  years  an  office  bearer  of  this  Society,  was  unanimously  elected  an 
honorary  member. 

Mr.  Landreth,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  to  confer  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States  Agricultural  Society,  on  the  subject  of  that  Society's  holding  its 
next  annual  exhibition  near  Philadelphia,  reponed  that  no  such  exhibition  could 
be  held  here  without  the  consent  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Agricultural  Society 
being  previously  obtained.  He  had  addressed  a  communication  to  the  officers  of 
that  Society,  asking  to  be  informed  of  the  action  of  that  body,  but  had  received 
no  answer. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn  stated  that  he  had  been  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  that  Society,  held  in  Harrisburg,  a  fortnight  ago,  and  that  the 
consent  of  the  Committee  to  the  proposed  exhibition  of  the  United  States  Agri- 
cultural Society  had  been  refused. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold  (Executive  Committee),  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
visited  the  grounds  of  the  Butchers'  and  Drovers'  Association,  in  the  24th  Ward, 
proposed  as  a  site  for  this  Society's  Exhibition,  but  had  not  found  the  Committee 
of  that  Association  there,  as  was  expected. 

Mr.  George  Blight  (same  Committee)  reported  against  the  selection  of  the 
grounds  above  Germantown  for  the  exhibitions  of  this  Society. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy  (same  Committee),  reported  in  favor  of  the  Society's 
holding  an  Exhibition  this  year,  and  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  hold  an  Exhibition  next  autumn — the  time  and 
place  to  be  fixed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  announced  at  the  earliest  day. 

The  resolution  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Ingersoll,  Newbold,  Mulvany,  Ken- 
nedy, and  Landreth,  and  finally  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Executive  Committee  were  instructed  to  prepare  a  schedule  of 
premiums,  and  report  the  same  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Society.    . 
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Mr.  Landreth,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  ascertain  whether  a  suitable 
room  could  be  procured  for  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  stated  that  after  due 
search,  no  room  more  eligible  than  that  now  occupied  by  the  Society  could  be 
obtained  at  a  reasonable  price.     On  motion,  the  committee  were  continued. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Bucks  county  Agricultural  Society, 
stating  that  their  next  annual  exhibition  would  be  held  on  October  2d  next. 

Mr.  Samuel  Williams  presented  his  resignation  from  the  Executive  Committee, 
which,  on  motion,  was  accepted ;  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Harrison  was  nominated  to 
supply  his  vacancy. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold  moved  that  a  committee  of  arrangement  for  the  next 
exhibition,  consisting  of  fifteen  members,  be  appointed ;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to,  with  the  understanding  that  the  committee  be  appointed  prior  to  next 
meeting. 

The  Chair  announced  the  "  Winter  Feeding  of  Stock"  as  the  subject  for  con- 
sideration at  the  present  meeting,  and  invited  from  the  members  generally  an 
expression  of  their  views. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Harrison  had  not  performed  a  series  of  experiments  calculated  to 
throw  light  on  the  important  questions  involved  in  the  economy  of  feeding. 
The  object  in  view  ought  to  be  well  considered  beforehand ;  whether  it  was  to 
fatten,  to  improve  the  secretion  of  milk,  or  to  keep  our  animals  in  condition  to 
produce  the  most  perfect  progeny,  and  the  kind  of  food  adapted  accordingly. 
Not  only  was  the  kind,  but  the  state  of  the  food,  important.  Persons  differed  as 
to  the  proper  size  of  food.  Many  preferred  cut  hay ;  others  recommend  hay  un- 
cut. He  inclined  to  the  latter  opinion.  Uncut  hay  was  longer  retained  by  the 
animal  and  its  nutritious  portions  more  fully  extracted.  He  knew  this  was  op- 
posed to  the  general  practice  when  hay  was  fed  with  ground  food  ;  it,  of  course, 
must  be  cut,  or  it  would  be  wasted. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Spangler  stated  that  all  good  practice,  especially  in-England,  was 
opposed  to  the  views  just  expressed.  The  great  complaint  among  stable-keepers 
and  omnibus  men  was,  that  they  could  not  obtain  machines  to  cut  hay  short 
enough.     The  finer  it  was  cut  the  better,  and  less  was  trampled  under  foot. 

Mr.  Isaac  Pearson  had  not  used  much  cut  hay.  He  fed  with  wheat  chaff, 
mixed  with  cut  ruta-baga  turnips,  and  was  well  satisfied  with  the  result. 

Mr.  Owen  Sheridan  carefully  saved  all  his  wheat  chaff,  and  used  it  mixed  with 
ground  corn  and  cob.  Horses  sometimes  disliked  it  at  first,  but  soon  became 
accustomed  to  it,  and  thrived  on  it. 

Mr.  John  S.  Haines  had  used  ground  cob  and  corn  for  twelve  years.  His  mill 
grinds  the  cob  finer  than  the  grain.  He  moistened  the  mixture  before  feeding 
with  it. 

Dr.  Elwyn  approved  of  cut  food  for  both  horses  and  cattle  ;  the  cob  and  corn 
ground  up  together.  The  plump  condition  of  cattle  thus  treated,  attested  their 
perfect  health. 

Dr.  C.  R.  King  objected  to  the  opinion  that  cut  hay  was  less  perfectly  digested 
because  it  was  not  retained  by  the  animal  sufficiently  long.  With  ruminating 
animals  this,  of  course,  was  impossible ;  and  even  with  horses,  he  thought  the 
statement  inadmissible.     It  was  true  economy  to  moisten  cut  food. 

The  Chair  used  Indian  corn  and  cob  ground  together,  soaking  before  grind- 
ing. His  practice  was  to  feed  horned-cattle  with  a  large  proportion  of  roots. 
He  sowed  down  all  his  cultivated  ground  as  soon  after  the  removal  of  the  sum- 
mer crop  as  possible,  with  turnips;  the  flat-top  variety,  which  produced  but  little 
leaf.  He  gathered  the  turnips,  leaves  and  all,  threw  the  loads  in  rows  on  the 
barn-floor,  and  covered  them  with  corn  fodder,  which  in  ordinary  seasons  kept 
out  the  frost  without  earth  covering.  He  began  to  use  from  one  end  of  a  row, 
closing  up  carefully.  In  course  of  time  the  small  amount  of  tops  may  become  a 
little  slimy,  but  not  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  cause  them  to  be  refused  by  cattle. 
The  advantage  of  a  mixture  of  roots  with  the  fodder  had  always  been  evident  in 
the  fine  condition  of  the  stock  in  the  spring. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Willitts  had  always  found  turnips  stored  with  the  tops  on,  to  heat 
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and  putrify.  He  did  not  regard  turnips  as  a  desirable  food  for  stock,  but  ruta- 
bagas were  much  better  than  white  turnips.  The  bulk  of  food  was  enormous ; 
much  of  it  was  water. 

Dr.  King  stated  that  the  turnip  contained  principles  which  were  not  to  be  found 
in  corn  fodder  and  dry  food.  It  was  sometimes  an  advantage  to  enlarge  the 
bulk  of  food,  even  if  the  increase  in  bulk  was  not  digested. 

Mr.  Isaac  Newton  agreed  with  the  last  statement.  The  cob  was  not  so  nutri- 
tious as  the  corn,  yet  it  was  true  economy  to  grind  them  and  feed  them  together. 
The  grain  alone  was  too  heating.  The  ground  cob  kept  down  fever.  In  sowing 
his  turnip-seed  he  used  a  machine,  which  was  carried  by  a  man  in  front  and  sup- 
ported by  a  strap  passed  over  his  shoulders. 

The  Chair  thought  that  machines  for  sowing  turnip-seed  ought  to  be  carried 
or  drawn  close  to  the  ground,  especially  in  windy  weather. 

Dr.  Elwyn  reported  the  death  of  Chauncey  P.  Holcomb,  of  Delaware,  and, 
after  paying  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  offered 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  heard  with  deep  regret,  of  the  death  of  Chauncey 
P.  Holcomb,  Esq.  of  Delaware.  His  long,  earnest  and  faithful  services  in  the 
cause  of  Agriculture  have  entitled  him  to  the  respect  of  the  farmers  of  the 
country,  and  made  for  him  a  reputation  which  will  long  endure  among  all  who 
esteem  the  noble  art  on  which  it  rests.  His  liberal  and  disinterested  feelings, 
his  efforts,  controlled  as  they  were  by  a  high  purpose,  his  intentions,  directed 
ever  for  the  public  good,  give  him  a  claim  to  be  enrolled  among  the  patriots  of 
his  country. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  deeply  sympathise  with  the  State  in  which  he 
lived,  with  the  friends  to  whom  he  was  endeared,  and  those  relatives  who  are 
left  to  mourn  the  loss  they  will  find  irreparable. 

Mr.  Coats,  of  this  city,  exhibited  a  working  model  of  his  oblique  hemp  cane  and 
corn-cutter,  and  explained  its  mode  of  action.  The  machine  is  intended  to  run 
either  between  the  corn  rows,  or  around  the  field.  It  cuts  the  stalks  and  lays 
them  longitudinally  behind  it.  There  is  one  knife,  which  strikes  obliquely  down- 
ward, and  is  sufficiently  powerful  to  cut  several  sugar-canes  or  corn-stalks  at 
one  blow. 

Adjourned. 

A  stated  meeting,  was  held  at  the  room,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street, 
on  Wednesday  morning,  June  6,  1855. 

Mr.  Landreth,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Charles  Dutilh,  Samuel  M.  Phillips,  William  N.  Lacy,  and  Robert 
Bethell  were  elected  resident  members. 

The  President  announced  that  he  had  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  the 
Committee  of  Arrangement  of  the  next  Exhibition,  viz.  :  A.  T.  Newbold,  A. 
L.  Elwyn,  H.  Ingersoll,  John  Rice,  I.  Newton,  John  McGowan,  John  S.  Haines, 
C.  W.  Harrison,  George  Blight,  C.  B.  Rogers,  D.  Landreth,  P.  Morris,  Dennis 
Kelly,  S.  C.  Willits,  A.  Clements  and  A.  L.  Kennedy. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Harrison  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  vice 
S.  Williams  resigned. 

The  committee  to  confer  with  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Agricultural 
Society,  was  discharged. 

The  Executive  Committee,  to  which  body  had  been  referred  the  communica- 
tion of  parties  near  Germantown  offering  grounds  for  exhibition  purposes,  was 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  committee  on  procuring  a  more  suitable  room  for  the  Society,  was 
continued. 

The  Premium-list  as  prepared  by  the  committee  was  reported,  and  taken  up 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Spangler  inquired  if  any  alterations  had  been  made  in  the  Regulations 
observed  at  former  exhibitions. 


Mr.  Ingersoll  replied  that  there  had.  The  whole  subject,  however,  had  been 
fully  considered  in  committee,  and  no  advantage  could  arise  from  its  discussion 
in  open  meeting'. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  That  the  Premium-list  be  read;   which  was  lost. 

Dr.  Emerson  called  for  the  reading  of  the  alterations  in  the  Regulations  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Spangler. 

The  clause  is  as  follows  :  In  all  cases  of  equality  of  merit  in  articles  exhibited 
by  two  or  more  parties,  the  inventor  and  the  manufacturer  shall  be  preferred  to 
the  vender. 

Mr.  Spangler  opposed  the  regulation  on  the  ground  that,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, the  vender  would  be  ruled  out  of  competition. 

Messrs.  Clement,  H.  Ingersoll,  and  A.  T.  Newbold,  replied  to  the  objection. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  re-consider  the  vote  by  which  the  reading  of  the 
Premium-list  was  refused  ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  to  read 
being  renewed  prevailed. 

The  Premium  list  and  Regulations  were  then  read. 

On  motion.  That  they  be  adopted  as  read. 

Mr.  C.  K.  Engle  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  Regulation  in  place 
of  the  clause  objected  to  by  Mr.  Spangler  :  "  The  vender  shall  be  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  manufacturer,  provided  the  manufacturer  be  not  the  inventor  or 
patentee." 

The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Spangler,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Rice  and  Kennedy ;  when  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  List  then  prevailed  by  a  large  majority. 

A  communication  was  received  from  a  committee  of  the  Montgomery  County 
Agricultural  Society,  on  the  subject  of  the  establishment  jointly  by  the  Societies 
in  Philadelphia  and  the  adjoining  counties,  of  an  Agricultural  Reading  Room  in 
this  city. 

Dr.  Elwyn  and  Mr.  Eckfeldt  advocated  the  proposition ;  and  the  latter  stated, 
that  the  Delaware  County  Society  had  also  appointed  a  committee  of  conference 
on  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  That  the  communication  of  the  Montgomery 
County  Society  be  referred  to  a  committee,  said  committee  to  confer  with  simi- 
lar committees  from  neighboring  Societies,  and  report  at  next  meeting;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Elwyn,  Kennedy,  and  Harrison  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Adjourned. 

Stated  meeting,  July  4,  1855.  No  quorum  present,  it  being  the  anniversary 
of  American  Independence.     Adjourned. 

Stated  meeting,  August  1,  1855.  President  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  Elisha 
McCarthy,  Frederick  Fraley,  Charles  F.  Muirhead  and  A.  M.  Harkness  were 
elected  resident  members. 

The  Committee,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  communication  from  the 
Montgomery  County  Agricultural  Society  on  the  subject  of  a  reading  room, 
reported  that  they  had  corresponded  with  societies  in  the  adjacent  counties,  but 
that  with  the  exception  of  the  one  which  had  initiated  the  movement,  there 
seemed  no  prospect  of  securing  the  requisite  co-operation.  On  motion,  that  the 
Committee  be  discharged,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangement  of  the  Exhibition  reported  that  Powelton 
had  been  secured  for  the  purpose,  that  five  hundred  circulars  had  been  sent  to 
the  pr  ncipal  agricultural  and  mechanical  producers  in  this  and  the  adjoining 
States,  and  that  the  premium  list  and  regulations  had  been  published  in  the 
Farm  Journal  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  extra  copies  circulated. 

A  general  conversation  on  the  subject  of  the  Exhibition  ensued,  and  the 
Society  on  motion  adjourned. 
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Stated  meeting  at  the  room,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street,  on  Wednesday 
morning,  September  5,  1855.     President  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  D.  B.  Stetson,  A.  G.  Davis,  J.  McClure  and  J.  C.  Vogdes  were  elected 
resident  members. 

Mr.  Clement,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Arrangement  of  Exhibition,  re- 
ported the  state  of  the  grounds  and  the  measures  taken  to  insure  a  full  repre- 
sentation of  mechanical  and  agricultural  produce.  These  measures  he  felt  sure 
would  prove  successful. 

Dr.  Elwyn  presented  the  following  Resolution,  which  after  much  discussion 
was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  cordially  approves  of  the  plan  proposed  by  Lieut. 
Maury,  in  the  August  number  of  the  American  Farmer,  for  extending  to  the 
land  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture,  the  system  of  meteorological  observations 
which  has  done  so  much  for  the  improvement  of  navigation  and  commerce;  that 
we  commend  the  plan  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  our  brother  farmers  in 
other  States,  and  request  the  members  of  Congress  from  our  own  State  to 
procure  that  degree  of  encouragement  for  agricultural  and  sanitary  meteorology, 
which  has  been  so  wisely  and  beneficially  extended  to  the  meteorology  of  the 
seas;  and  that  the  President  of  the  Society  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to 
forward  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  each  member  of  the  Congressional  dele- 
gation from  this  State.     Adjourned. 


Stated  meeting,  October  3, 1855.  President  Landreth  in  the  chair.  Messrs. 
Isaac  B.  Baxter  and  David  A.  Wells  were  elected  resident  members. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangement  of  the  late  exhibition  made  a  partial  report 
and  were  continued. 

Voted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Algernon  S.  Roberts,  that  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
Reports  of  the  Judges,  the  Governor's  address  and  the  minutes  of  the  Society  be 
printed  in  pamphlet  form. 

Mr.  William  S.  Torr,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  solicit  subscriptions  and 
collect  funds  on  account  of  Exhibition,  reported  having  collected  six  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered  to  the  Committee,  and 
the  Committee  of  Arrangement  of  the  Exhibition  were  authorized  to  receive  the 
amount. 

Mr.  Algernon  S.  Roberts  moved  that  a  Committee  of  twenty  be  appointed  to 
represent  the  Society  on  the  occasion  of  the  pending  exhibition  of  the  United 
States  Agricultural  Society  at  Boston.  Which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  chair.  Algernon  S.  Roberts,  Owen 
Jones,  Chas.  H.  Rodgers,  Chas.  W.  Harrison,  John  Rice,  Morton  McMichael, 
Chas.  R.  King,  M.  D.,  John  McGowan,  Alfred  L.  Kennedy,  M.  D.,  Dennis 
Kelly,  W.  G.  Warder,  James  A.  McCrea,  M.  D.,  Charles  Kelly,  Samuel  V. 
Merrick,  David  S.  Brown,  L.  Henry  Tvvaddell.  Gen'l  Rob't  Patterson,  Craig 
Biddle,  Aaron  Clement  and  David  Landreth.     Adjourned. 


November  meeting,  held  at  the  room,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  street, 
Wednesday,  Nov.  7,  1855. 

Mr.  Landreth,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  following  gentlemen  proposed  for  membership  at  preceding  meetino-, 
were  duly  elected  resident  members,  viz.:  Dr.  Gavin  Watson,  and  Messrs. 
Charles  B.  Penrose,  Alexander  Scott,  H.  C.  Hanson,  George  Drayton,  R.  Kim- 
ball, and  E.  Lincoln. 

The  committee  to  provide  a  more  suitable  room  for  the  meetings  of  the 
Society,  reported  having  seen  one  every  way  desirable,  on  the  second-floor  of 
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160  Chestnut  street,  below  Seventh  (Fisher's  Building).  As  prompt  action  had 
seemed  to  be  necessary,  the  members  of  the  committee  had  in  their  individual 
capacity  brought  the  subject  before  the  Executive  Committee,  which  body  had 
authorized  the  renting  of"  the  premises  by  the  President  and  Secretary.  On 
motion,  that  the  committee  be  discharged,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangement  of  the  Annual  Exhibition  reported  its  in- 
ability to  make  a  final  statement  in  consequence  of  the  non-presentation  of  all 
bills  due,  and  the  non-receipt  of  moneys  accruing.  On  motion,  the  committee 
was  continued,  and  instructed  to  report  at  next  meeting. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  having  engaged  the  room  above  referred 
to,  on  Chesnut  street,  and  ordered  it  to  be  prepared  for  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Society.  They  also  reported  back  for  adoption  the  Resolution  of  Dr.  Elwyn, 
referred  to  them  by  the  Society  at  the  September  meeting. 

On  motion,  that  the  resolution  be  adopted,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Delegation  appointed  to  represent  this  Society  at  the  late  exhibition  of 
the  United  States  Agricultural  Society,  presented  the  following  report : 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting 
Agriculture : 

Gentlemen — The  delegation  appointed  by  yourselves  to  attend  the  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society,  held  in  Boston  on 
the  23d,  24th,  25th,  and  26th  ult.,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  repaired  to  the  place  of  Exhibition,  arriving  thither  in  season  to 
participate  in  the  exercises  of  Wednesday  morning,  24th  ult,  and  found  the 
arrangements  in  all  the  departments  to  be  on  the  grandest  and  most  liberal 
scale,  one  every  way  worthy  of  the  National  character  of  the  Society,  and  of  the 
well-known  public  spirit  of  the  Bostonians,  who  had  secured  for  their  city  the 
honor  of  being  the  seat  of  an  agricultural  competition  designed  to  be  co-exten- 
sive with  the  continent,  by  a  generous  subscription  of  $30,000 — $20,000  towards 
the  expenses,  and  $10,000  in  premiums.  The  authorities  of  the  city,  in  the 
same  liberal  spirit,  had  set  apart  a  large  tract  of  land  contiguous  to  the  thickly- 
built  section,  and  near  the  great  thoroughfare  leading  over  Boston  neck.  This 
tract  had  been  substantially  enclosed  by  the  Society,  provided  with  ornamental 
gates  of  entrance ;  and  arranged  within  with  shedding,  tents,  seated-staging  for 
6,000  spectators,  and  a  wide  and  level  trotting  course  full  half  a  mile  in  circuit. 

Unfortunately,  Wednesday  was  marked  by  a  storm  of  unusual  severity,  which 
flooded  the  streels  and  fair-grounds  and  rendered  attendance  virtually  impos- 
sible. For  all  the  purposes  of  the  show  the  day  was  lost,  and  its  effect  upon 
many  of  the  animals  offered  for  competition  was  decidedly  unfavorable. 

But  the  efforts  of  the  several  local  committees  rose  with  the  difficulties  of  the 
occasion,  and  the  arrangements  made  for  Thursday  were  even  more  complete 
and  more  comprehensive  than  before.  These,  favored  by  a  change  of  weather, 
were  carried  out  in  the  best  style.  The  proper  authorities  responded  to  the 
desire  of  the  committee  and  closed  the  Public  Schools,  many  of  the  stores  were 
shut,  and  the  whole  population  turned  out  in  honor  of  the  great  National  Agri- 
cultural Jubilee.  Not  only  in  the  city,  but  in  the  surrounding  towns  and  villages, 
was  the  impulse  felt.  Carefully  conducted  inquiries  show  that  87,716  persons 
came  to  the  city  on  Thursday  morning;  more  than  5,600  of  whom  remained 
until  the  following  day.  The  exercises  commenced  with  a  cavalcade  of  over 
800  truckmen  and  carters,  who,  mounted  and  in  the  uniform  of  their  calling, 
passed  through  the  entire  length  of  the  city  and  entered  the  grounds.  An  im- 
mense throng  followed ;  and  by  1  o'clock  the  gate-keepers  reported  that  50,000 
people  had  passed  in.     Before  evening  the  number  must  have  been  doubled. 

By  the  regulations  of  the  trotting-course,  trials  of  speed  on  the  first  two  days 
were  confined  to  horses  which  had  never  run  for  money ;  and  times  which  were 
made,  especially  on  Tuesday,  are  believed,  under  the  circumstances,  to  be  un- 
surpassed at  any  previous  agricultural  exhibition  in  the  country. 
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The  display  of  neat  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine,  despite  the  inclemency  of  the 
preceding  day,  was  remarkably  fine,  and  differed  from  that  of  the  preceding 
exhibition  of  the  Society,  in  the  number  and  comparative  superiority  of  the 
animals  bred  in  this  country.  In  many  instances  a  comparison  of  the  best  im- 
ported cattle  with  animals  of  the  same  breed  raised  in  the  United  States,  the 
judges  were  compelled  to  award  the  prize  to  the  latter.  This  gratifying  evi- 
dence of  increased  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  American  stock-raisers 
and  of  a  growing  and  determined  ambition  to  compete  with  foreign  cattle-breeders 
in  animals  of  the  same  grade,  must  be  hailed  here  with  the  highest  satisfaction. 
In  no  other  than  a  National  Exhibition  could  the  fact  be  so  convincingly  proved, 
and  its  demonstration  there  is  so  full  of  significance  as  of  itself  fully  to  repay  the 
labor  and  expenditure  incident  to  the  occasion. 

The  duties  of  the  Judges  continued  until  Friday,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  which 
time  the  great  Agricultural  Banquet,  held  under  an  enormous  tent  on  the  fair- 
grounds, came  off"  according  to  announcement.  Upwards  of  3,000  persons  parti- 
cipated in  the  scene  of  festivity ;  and  when  we  regard  the  number  in  attendance, 
the  superiority  of  the  viands,  the  dignity  and  decorum  observed,  and  the  spirit 
and  eloquence  of  the  addresses,  this  feature  of  the  Exhibition  may  be  fairly  de- 
scribed as  unequalled  in  any  previous  American  agricultural  fair. 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  Pennsylvanians,  and  especially  to  Philadelphians,  to 
learn,  that  our  ancient  and  honorable  Society — the  prolific  mother  of  American 
agricultural  organizations — was  duly  venerated  on  the  occasion.  Her  delegates 
were  treated  with  the  most  marked  distinction,  and  her  influence  on  the  tenden- 
cies of  American  agriculture,  were  subject  matter  of  special  commendation. 
The  first  sentiment,  complimentary  to  a  Society  out  of  Massachusetts,  was  offered 
in  her  honor.  The  duty  of  replying  to  this  sentiment  was  devolved  by  the  dele- 
gation on  their  fellow-member,  Morton  M'Michael,  Esq..  A  copy  of  his  re- 
sponse, as  it  appeared  in  the  Boston  papers  of  the  following  morning,  is  herewith 
presented  ;  and  your  delegation  have  great  pleasjire  in  stating  that  among  the 
elequent  addresses  delivered  at  the  entertainment,  none  was  received  with  more 
marked  attention  and  stronger  evidences  of  approval  than  that  which  fell  from 
the  spokesman  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture. 

Your  delegation  have  to  regret,  that  no  stock  from  Pennsylvania  was  on  exhi- 
bition. The  distance  and  the  season  may  in  part  account  for  this  absence ;  but 
it  may  doubtless,  in  some  measure,  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  sufficient  publi- 
city was  not  given  to  the  exhibition  and  its  objects  by  the  press  of  this  State  and 
city.  Few  objects  are  more  worthy  of  notice,  at  the  hands  of  our  able  journalists, 
than  great  industrial  competitions,  especially  those  of  a  national  character,  in 
which  State  competes  with  State,  and  section  with  section,  in  the  honorable 
rivalry  of  the  arts  of  peace.  An  equal  apathy  on  the  part  of  most  of  our  city 
papers,  as  to  the  progress  and  results  of  the  Boston  Exhibition,  has  prevented 
yourselves  and  our  citizens  generally  from  learning  little  more  than  the  fact 
that  the  exhibition  had  been  held,  and  has  called  for  this  detail  at  the  hands  of 
your  delegation.  In  all  the  prominent  papers  of  New  York  city,  full  telegraphic 
reports  of  the  daily  progress  of  the  fair  appeared  every  morning  during  its  con- 
tinuance. Yet  Philadelphia,  although  the  most  honored  guest,  was,  save  through 
the  columns  of  one  of  her  journals,  not  advised  of  her  own  position. 

The  palpable  advantages  accruing  to  the  agriculture  of  Massachusetts,  and  to 
the  interests  of  Boston,  from  their  being  the  seat  of  this  great  National  Exhibi- 
tion, have  forcibly  impressed  themselves  upon  your  delegation,  and  induced  the 
earnest  hope  that  Philadelphia  be  selected  as  the  site  of  the  Exhibition  of  1856. 
They  did  not,  howevea,  feel  authorized  to  present  a  formal  invitation  to  that 
effect  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Society.  They  desire  that  the  subject 
be  brought  not  only  before  yourselves,  but  before  the  citizens  and  authorities  of 
Philadelphia,  and  of  the  State  generally,  in  order  that  such  an  invitation  be 
extended  to  the  National  Society  at  its  annual  session  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
in  January  next. 

In  conclusion,  your  delegation  present  the  following  resolutions : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture  has  heard, 
with  the  highest  satisfaction,  of  the  successful  holding  of  the  Third  Exhibition  of 
the  United  States  Agricultural  Society,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  hails  with  gra- 
tification the  beneficial  results  to  the  cause  of  American  agriculture,  which  flow 
from  the  sessions  and  labors  of  the  National  organization. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  entertains  a  grateful  sense  of  the  distinction 
accorded  to  it,  and  of  the  hospitality  extended  to  its  delegation  on  the  occasion 
aforesaid,  and  that  it  will  cordially  co-operate  in  all  measures  calculated  to 
secure  the  selection  of  Philadelphia  as  the  site  of  the  next  National  Agricultural 
Exhibition. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Harrison  had  unfortunately  been  unable  to  accompany  the  delega- 
tion. He  regretted  that  he,  as  well  as  other  citizens  and  members,  had  been 
unable  to  learn  anything  concerning  the  Exhibition,  through  the  newspaper  press 
of  our  city.  A  visit  of  a  fire  company  to  a  sister  city  was  chronicled  by  tele- 
graph, and  the  ceremonies  of  reception  and  entertainment  minutely  described; 
but  concerning  an  exhibition  in  which  the  whole  nation  was  interested,  and  in 
which  Philadelphia  was  especially  distinguished,  our  citizens  had  been  kept  in 
almost  entire  ignorance. 

Dr.  G.  Emerson  moved  that  the  report  of  the  delegation  be  received  and  the 
appended  resolutions  adopted  ;  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  Clement  exhibited  a  large  and  well-executed  plan  of  the  Fair-Grounds 
of  our  last  Exhibition  at  Powelton,  drawn  by  S.  H.  Peabody,  A.  M.,  Professor  of 
Civil  Engineering  in  the  Polytechnic  College  cf  this  city,  from  his  own  surveys, 
and  by  him  presented  to  the  Society. 

Mr.  Clement  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  to  Prof  Peabody, 
for  his  highly  acceptable  survey  and  donation ;  which  motion  prevailed  nnani- 
mously. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  new  room  of  the  Society,  on  Chestnut  street,  be  prepared 
as  a  Reading-Room  for  Farmers,  and  be  opened  to  them  on  Friday  evenings 
throughout  the  winter. 

Dr.  Kennedy  urged  the  passage  of  the  resolution  on  the  score  of  duty  to  the 
agricultural  pubhc  which  had  so  liberally  patronized  the  late  Exhibition,  and  of 
expediency,  as  the  objects  of  the  Society  would  be  more  fully  carried  out  and  its 
list  of  members  increased.  The  farmers  who  attend  our  market,  had  been  too 
much  neglected.  Mechanics  had  their  reading-rooms,  so  had  merchants  and 
sailors ;  but  the  farmers  had  been  left  to  the  temptations  of  the  bar-room,  and 
the  licentious  attractions  of  a  large  city. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Messr.  Torr,  J.  M.  Williams,  S.  Williams, 
Freas,  Dr.  King,  Messrs.  Biddle,  Sheridan,  C.  W.  Harrison,  Spangler,  Clement, 
and  others;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clement,  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  with  instructions  to  report  the  probable  cost  of  the  proposed 
measure  to  the  Society  at  next  meeting. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold  exhibited  a  peculiar  growth  of  a  variety  of  millet,  culti- 
vated during  the  last  season,  in  Burlington  county,  New  Jersey. 


December  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  at  their  new  room  (Fisher's  Building), 
160  Chestnut  street,  below  Seventh,  Wednesday  morning,  Dec.  5,  1855. 

Mr.  Landreth,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Pratt,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  a  resident  member. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  back,  with  a  favorable  recommendation, 
the  following  resolution  offered  at  preceding  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  Dr.  Al- 
fred L.  Kennedy,  and  referred  to  the  committee  : 

Resolved,  That  the  new  room  of  the  Society,  on  Chestnut  street,  be  prepared 
as  a  Reading-Room  for  Farmers,  and  be  opened  to  them  on  Friday  evenings 
throughout  the  winter. 
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The  resolution  being  before  the  meeting,  it  was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  Executive  Committee  also  reported  a  series  of  regulations  for  the  Read- 
ing-Room,  and  recommended  their  enactment.  The  regulations  gave  rise  to  a 
prolonged  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Engle,  Freas,  S.  V.  Merrick,  Ford,  Sheri- 
dan, Landreth,  Kennedy,  Elwyn,  Spangler,  and  others  participated,  and  were 
finally  adopted  in  the  following  form. 

Regulations  of  the  Reading-Room  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting 

Agriculture. 

I.  The  Reading-Room  shall  be  open  on  every  Friday  evening,  from  the  15th 
of  October,  to  the  15th  of  March,  inclusive,  from  7  to  10  o'clock. 

II.  The  Room  shall  be  free  to  members  of  this  Society,  to  the  officers  of  all 
Agricultural  Societies,  and  to  the  members  of  all  the  County  Agricultural  Socie- 
ties in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  adjacent  counties  of  New  Jersey. 

III.  On  such  persons  presenting  evidence  of  their  membership  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Room,  he  shall  furnish  to  each  of  them,  without  charge,  a  ticket 
of  admission  for  the  season. 

IV.  The  names  of  all  persons  using  the  Reading-Room  shall  be  registered  in 
a  book  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  no  person  shall  be  admitted  without  a  ticket, 
except  when  introduced  by  a  member  of  this  Society. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangement  of  the  late  Exhibition  presented  their  report, 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

Dr.     Treasurer  of  Exhibition,  held  at  Powelton,  September  11th,  12th,  13th 

and  14th,  1855,  Philadelphia. 
To  Amount  Received  from  Entrance  of  Articles, 

"      Members,  - 

"     Rent  of  Restaurants, 

"      Sale  of  Tickets, 

"      Committee  to  collect  Funds, 

"      Sale  of  Lumber, 

Cr.     By  Amount  paid  for  Tents, 

"  "  "      Rent  of  Grounds, 

"  "  "      Hardware, 

"  "  "      Plumbing  Work, 

"  "  in  Cash  for  Premiums, 

"  "  for  Beck's  Band,        ... 

"  "  "      Bills  of  Lumber, 

"  "  "      Kramer  &  Snow,  Carpenters, 

"  "  "      Clerks,  Gate-keepers,  Watch- " 

men,  Steam  Power  and  Sun- 
dry Expenses, 
"  "  "      Hay"  and  Straw, 

"  "  "      Design  of  Diploma  &  Printing, 

"  "  "      Dies  for  Medals,  - 

"  "  "      Mint  for  Silver  &  Bronze  Medals, 

"  "  "      Cases  and  Engraving  Medals, 

"  "  "      Advertising  and  Printing, 
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there  were  but  two  varieties  which  Mr.  L.  designed  to  perpetuate.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  those  from  England  were  superior  to  the  Continental  varieties. 

Mons.  A.  Sauvan,  acting  French  Consul  at  this  port,  having  been  introduced 
by  the  President,  presented  to  the  Society  in  behalf  of  his  Government,  copies  of 
the  regulations  and  premium-lists  of  the  two  Universal  Agricultural  Exhibitions, 
open  for  stock,  produce,  implements,  and  machinery  from  all  nations.  The  Ex- 
hibitions to  be  held  in  Paris,  from  May  23d  to  June  7th,  1856,  and  from  May  22d 
to  June  6th,1857.  The  French  Consul  invited  contributions  from  the  members 
of  this  Society  and  others,  and  would  be  happy  to  afford  any  information  to 
American  contributors. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Elwyn  called  attention  to  the  importance  of  devoting  more  time 
and  care,  to  the  examination  of  implements,  than  is  possible  during  the  hurry  and 
confusion  attending  our  agricultural  exhibitions ;  and  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  Standing  Committee  on  Agricultural 
Implements  and  Processes,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report 
a  plan  for  the  organization  of  such  a  Standing  Committee. 

The  resolution  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Merrick,  Willits,  Spangler,  and 
Harrison,  and  was  finally  adopted.  Messrs.  Elwyn,  Merrick,  and  Willits  con- 
stitute the  committee  under  under  the  resolution. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Merrick,  that  the  Society  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  which  was  agreed  to ;  when  the  requisite  nominations  having  been  made, 
the  Society  adjourned. 
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MINUTES  OP  THE  SOCIETY,  1856. 


January.  Stated  meeting  on  Wednesday  the  5th,  at  room  160  Chestnut 
street. 

President  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Charles  Bradfield,  Wm.  S.  Pierce,  Isaac  Hazlehurst,  John  Brock,  H. 
P.  McKean,  P.  Rushworth,  and  Samuel  C.  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  and  G. 
Pepper  Morris,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  were  elected  resident  members. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer,  and  the  Secretary's  account  with  the  late 
Exhibition  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Auditing  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  a  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  Standing  Committee  on  Im- 
plements and  Inventions,  presented  a  report  and  a  series  of  regulations  for  the 
government  of  said  standing  committee,  which,  after  discussion  and  amendment, 
were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Elwyn,  that  the  third  article,  By-Laws,  be  amended  by  in- 
serting the  words  "  a  Chemist,"  after  "  Librarian,"  in  the  third  line,  which  mo- 
tion prevailed  by  the  requisite  majority. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Roberts  nominated  Prof.  J.  C.  Booth,  for  the  situation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrick,  that  the  election  of  chemist  take  place  at  the  next 
stated  meeting,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  then  held,  and  resulted  as 
follows : 

President,  David  Landreth.  Vice-Presidents,  A.  T.  Newbold,  Aaron  Clement. 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Sidney  G.  Fisher.  Recording  Secretary,  Alfred  L. 
Kennedy.  Assistant  Secretary,  P.  R.  Freas.  Treasurer,  George  Blight.  Li- 
brarian, John  McGowan.  Executive  Committee,  Dennis  Kelly,  C.  W.  Harri- 
son, George  Blight,  John  Lardner.  A.  T.  Newbold,  and  John  McGowan. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Elwyn,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  similar  committees  from  the  Board  of  Trade  and  other  public  bodies,  on 
the  subject  of  holding  the  next  Fair  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society 
in  or  near  Philadelphia.  Messrs.  Elwyn,  Roberts,  Newbold,  Merrick  and  Har- 
rison were  constituted  the  committee. 

Dr.  Kennedy  urged,  on  the  ground  both  of  duty  and  expediency,  that  the  So- 
ciety revive  the  former  custom  of  publicly  observing  the  return  of  its  anniver- 
saries :  whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Elwyn,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Elwyn,  Kenne- 
dy, A.  T.  Newbold,  Clement,  McGowan,  C.  Biddle,  Merrick  and  Landreth,  were 
appointed,  to  report  a  plan  for  the  celebration  of  the  ensuing  anniversary  of  the 
Society,  and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  That  a  delegation  of  sixteen  be  appointed  to  re- 
present this  Society  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety in  Washington,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 

On  motion  of  A.  S.  Roberts,  The  President  was  requested  to  report  the  names 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Adjourned. 
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February.     Stated  meeting  at  room,  Wednesday  the  6th. 

Mr.  Landreth,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Christopher  Simons,  of  Olney,  and  Job  Bartlet,  of  Holmesburg,  were 
elected  resident  members. 

The  Chair  announced  that  he  had  appointed,  under  the  resolution  adopted  at 
the  preceding  meeting,  the  following  gentlemen  delegates  to  represent  this 
Society  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society  at  Wash- 
ington: viz.,  Messrs.  Rudman,  McGowan,  Kennedy,  Rice,  Clement,  Tyson, 
Pratt,  Thornton,  Twaddell,  Freas,  Warder,  Emerson,  Sheridan,  C.  B.  Rogers, 
A.  T.  Newbold  and  C.  Biddle. 

The  committee  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject  of  the  hold- 
ing of  the  next  Exhibition  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society  in  this  city, 
reported  having  met  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Preparatory  to  taking 
further  steps,  it  had  been  decided  to  obtain  a  subscription  towards  the  object,  and 
the  committee  were  happy  to  say  that  twenty  of  our  citizens  had  subscribed  $500 
each,  making  the  sum  required  to  be  raised,  viz :  $10,000.  The  Executive 
Committee  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society  would  meet  in  New  York 
city,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  to  select  the  place  of  exhibition. 

Dr.  Elwyn,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on  the  Anniversary  Dinner,  reported 
that  the  dinner  would  be  given  in  Sansom  Street  Hall,  on  Monday,  the  11th  inst. 
Invitations  had  been  extended  to  prominent  agriculturists  and  other  citizens,  in 
this  and  other  States,  and  also  to  the  nearest  lineal  descendants  of  the  twenty- 
three  original  founders  of  the  society. 

To  each  of  these  descendants  the  secretary  was,  on  motion,  authorized  to  send 
a  copy  of  the  printed  minutes  of  the  society. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Booth,  nominated  at  preceding  meeting,  was  elected  Chemist. 

S.  G.  Fisher,  Esq.,  called  attention  to  the  profits  of  the  vinyard.  The  vine 
properly  cultivated,  yielded  800  gallons  of  wine  to  the  acre,  which  wine  readily 
sold  at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  a  gallon.  The  failure  of  the  vintage  in  Europe 
had  doubled  the  price  of  wine,  and  increased  the  importance  of  the  American 
product.  This,  Mr.  F.  believed,  could  be  made  fully  equal  in  quality  to  the  best 
foreign.  He  had  had  evidence  of  that  in  wine  made  in  Delaware,  near  his  own 
farm.  He  hoped  to  see  America  a  great  wine-producing  country,  not  only  on 
agricultural  but  on  moral  grounds.  Cheap  wines  would  drive  out  spirits,  and 
produce  greater  temperance  among  the  masses.  The  experience  of  every  wine- 
growing country  in  Europe  proved  it.  In  England,  since  wines  became  so  high- 
priced  as  to  debar  the  poor  and  the  moderate-circumstanced  from  using  them, 
intemperance  had  shockingly  increased.  Mr.  F.  hoped  that  at  the  next  exhibi- 
tion, a  large  premium  would  be  offered  for  the  best  domestic  wine. 

Mr.  Glenat  had  attempted  wine-making  for  two  successive  years,  on  his  farm 
in  Jersey.  The  first  year  with  indifferent  success,  because  his  farmer  had 
thrown  green  and  mature  grapes  indiscriminately  under  the  press.  Last  year 
more  care  had  been  observed :  his  wine  was  now  racking  off,  and  when  bottled, 
a  committee  of  the  society  should  have  an  opportunity  to  decide  upon  its  merits. 

The  Chair  stated  that  thus  far  vine-growing,  for  the  purpose  of  making  wine, 
had  not  proved  generally  remunerative.  The  best  success  had  attended  the 
Ohio  vinyards,  but  many  of  them  were  conducted  by  patriotic  and  public-spirited 
men,  who  disregarded  profit,  and  desired  to  test  the  thing  thoroughly. 

Mr.  Isaac  Newton  claimed  that  the  soil  must  be  closely  examined  before  plant- 
ing a  vinyard.  He  recommended  that  those  spots  should  be  selected,  upon  which 
the  native  grapes  were  found  growing  in  the  greatest  profusion. 

Dr.  William  Shippen  thought  that  the  first  cost  of  a  \  inyard  need  be  but  slight. 
In  Prince  Edward  county,  Virginia,  on  a  comparatively  barren  soil,  he  had  seen 
a  vinyard  planted  by  a  German,  at  an  expense  of  less  than  $300  per  acre,  the 
yield  from  which  was  enormous.  The  vine  was  there  cultivated  after  the  Ger- 
man fashion,  requiring  no  arbors  or  other  supports.  The  Scuppernong  grape 
was  much  prized  in  Virginia  for  its  wine. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy  had  seen  a  vinyard  in  Adams  county,  Miss.,  in  which, 
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after  experimenting  with  15  different  kinds  of  grapes,  the  Scuppernong  had  been 
selected.  The  wine  made  from  this  grape  had  been  decided  by  Col.  Claiborne, 
of  New  Orleans,  to  be  equal  to  the  best  imported.  Dr.  K.  had  not  seen  this 
grape  cultivated  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  and  felt  by  no  means  sure  that 
equal  advantages  would  be  derived  from  its  extension  here. — He  would  inquire 
of  Dr.  Shippen  on  this  point. 

Dr.  Shippen  believed  that  the  Scuppernong  would  prove  highly  valuable  in 
this  latitude.  The  wood  was  more  solid  and  the  pulp  firmer  than  that  of  any 
other  native  grape  which  he  had  seen. 

Mr.  Newton  exhibited  a  remarkably  fine  wild  turkey  which  had  been  recently 
shot  on  his  farm  in  Virginia. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold  exhibited  and  contributed  samples  of  a  peculiar  variety  of 
Indian  corn,  sometimes  called  "Rice  Corn."  Each  grain  was  in  shape  like  a 
blunt  curved  horn,  and  of  a  pearly  lustre.  Each  stalk  bore  from  six  to  ten  small 
ears. 

Mr.  Newbold,  at  the  instance  of  a  non-member,  inquired  the  best  process  of 
removing  the  rancidity  of  butter. 

Mr.  Newton  approved  of  thoroughly  mixing  it,  and  working  it  in  sweet  fresh 
buttermilk. 

Dr.  Kennedy  suggested  that  as  the  rancidity  was  owing  to  a  volatile  oil,  the 
buttermilk  would  be  assisted  in  its  action  if  used  warm,  and  tbis  temperature  main- 
tained for  some  time. 

Adjourned. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  Feb.  12,  1856. 
CELEBRATION  OF  THE  SEVENTY-FIRST  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  PHILADEL- 
PHIA SOCIETY  FOR  PROMOTING  AGRICULTURE. 

A  very  large  assemblage  of  farmers  and  gentlemen  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia,  participated  in  the  festival  of  the  celebration  of  the  seventy-first 
anniversary  of  the  Society  held  in  Sansom  Street  Hall  on  yesterday  afternoon. 
Several  distinguished  strangers  from  other  States  were  among  the  invited  guests. 
The  Chair  was  filled  with  dignity  and  urbanity  by  David  Landreth,  Esq.,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society — supported  by  Anthony  T.  Newbold  and  Aaron  Clement, 
Esqs.,  Vice-Presidents — Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy,  Secretary.  The  saloon  was  deco- 
rated with  flags  and  banners,  and  the  board  was  adorned  with  emblematical  and 
appropriate  devices.  After  the  viands  had  been  duly  discussed,  the  more  intel- 
lectual proceedings  of  the  occasion  were  commenced,  by  the  Chairman,  in  a 
neat,  eloquent  and  very  appropriate  speech. 

Mr.  Landreth  spoke  as  follows,  and  was  frequently  interrupted  with  applause : 

Gentlemen  : — We  have  assembled  together  to  commemorate  an  interesting 
event  in  our  country's  history— to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  first  agricul- 
tural society  established  in  America — almost  coeval  with  our  national  indepen- 
dence, and  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 
while  these  States,  which  had  just  emerged  from  colonial  dependence,  were  as 
yet  only  a  confederation,  combined  together  for  common  protection  against  a 
common  foe.  That,  having  been  triumphantly  accomplished,  the  noble  men  who 
had  battled  for  their  country's  sovereignty,  with  that  practical  good  sense  which 
distinguishes  the  American  character,  promptly  turned  their  attention  to  the  arts 
of  peace,  and  the  means  most  likely  to  develop  the  latent  treasures  of  the  land, 
which  their  valor  and  wisdom  had  placed  on  the  platform  of  the  nations  of  the 
world. 

On  this  day,  seventy-one  years  ago,  the  11th  of  February,  1785,  twenty-three 
eminent  citizens  of  Philadelphia  met  together,  not  in  such  a  hall  as  that  in  which 
we  are  now  assembled,  but  in  what,  at  the  present  day,  would  be  termed  an 
humble  inn — "  at  the  Sign  of  the  Cock,  in  Front  street,  kept  by  Patrick  Byrne," 
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(host  and  hostelry  have  long  since  passed  away) — to  form  themselves  and  such 
other  persons  as,  in  their  somewhat  quaint  language,  had  "  a  propensity  to  agri- 
culture," into  a  society  for  mutual  instruction  in  rural  affairs.  The  result  was, 
the  creation  of  this  association,  under  the  title  of  "The  Philadelphia  Society  for 
Promoting  Agriculture." 

When  we  view  the  fact,  that  the  country  had  not  then  subsided  from  the  tur- 
moil of  war  and  the  unsettled  condition  of"  mind  and  matter  which  such  a  state 
engenders,  is  it  not  really  surprising  that  they  should  thus  have  associated,  rather 
than  with  instinctive  impulse  each  one  for  himself,  to  regain  that  which  had  been 
lost  by  a  warfare  of  seven  protracted  years ;  but  they  were  eminently  patriotic, 
clear-sighted  men,  who  could  espy  the  great  future  of  their  country,  and  its  in- 
fluence on  the  world  for  good  or  evil,  and  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  pointing 
the  attention  of  their  countrymen  in  the  right  direction.  Among  those  twenty- 
three  gentlemen  we  find  the  names  of  several  who  had  actively  participated  in 
the  struggles  of  the  Revolution.  The  eminent  civilians,  Robert  Morris,  Benja- 
min Rush,  Thomas  Willing,  George  Logan,  Samuel  Powell,  and  others  of  equal 
worth,  and  General  Cadwalader  and  others,  distinguished  among  military  men, 
who,  having  wielded  their  swords  for  their  country's  good,  now  beat  them  into 
ploughshares.  At  these  boards  this  evening  sit  the  descendants  of  some  of  those 
patriots.     Proud  may  they  be,  honored  in  their  ancestry,  honored  in  themselves. 

Among  the  "  honorary  members"  we  find  recorded  the  names  of  many  distin- 
guished Americans  and  foreigners.  General  Washington  was  elected  in  1785, 
so  was  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  and  the  Baron  de  Steuben  ;  at  a  later  day, 
the  Marquis  La  Fayette  and  many  others,  without  a  recital  of  whose  acts,  the 
brightest  pages  of  our  country's  history  would  be  tame  and  lustreless. 

In  1806  the  venerable  George  Washington  P.  Custis,  now,  it  is  believed,  our 
oldest  living  member,  was  elected ;  for  fifty  years  he  has  been  associated  with 
us,  and  his  presence  was  hoped  for  on  this  occasion. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  society  as  created  for  improvement  in  agriculture;  but 
other  useful  objects  have,  from  time  to  time,  engaged  its  attention.  How  many 
of  the  present  generation  are  aware  that  to  this  association  Philadelphia  is  in- 
debted for  the  erection  of  the  Schuylkill  Bridge  at  Market  street.  In  1786,  Mr. 
Samuel  Powell,  its  then  President,  submitted  a  plan  and  estimate  for  a  bridge  at 
the  "middle  ferry,"  as  it  was  at  that  time  termed,  which  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, who  reported  favorably,  and  a  charter  by  the  Legislature  was  the  result. 
In  the  same  year,  an  appeal  was  made  through  the  "  Pennsylvania  Mercury,"  in 
favor  of  constructing  roads,  and  pointing  out  the  best  methods — here  is  the  paper 
itself,  an  imposing  eight  by  ten,  printed  once  a  week,  and  claiming  nearly  five 
hundred  subscribers — a  comparison  with  the  papers  of  to-day,  some  of  which 
issue  daily  60,000,  will  excite  a  smile. 

The  promotion  of  temperance  was  another  object  of  its  regard,  and  home- 
brewed beer  was  recommended  as  a  substitute  for  spirituous  liquors. 

Gentlemen,  what  mighty  changes  have  taken  place  in  this  country  since  the 
days  to  which  I  have  referred.  The  acorn  planted  by  our  fathers  has  become  a 
stately  tree,  under  whose  umbrageous  foliage  millions  of  their  descendants,  and 
others,  whom  its  grateful  shade  has  invited  from  less  favored  lands,  find  shelter, 
protection,  and  repose.  On  the  one  hand  its  branches  dip  into  the  Atlantic,  and 
on  the  other,  its  roots  are  laved  by  the  waters  of  the  Pacific ;  and  whose  arm 
but  that  of  the  Almighty  shall  stay  its  further  increase"!  Is  not  the  hand-writing 
on  the  wall — destiny  ! — so  plainly  written  that  he  who  runs  may  read?  From 
a  condition  of  colonial  vassalage,  with  its  attendant  evils,  we  have  become  pow- 
erful and  respected  among  the  proudest  nations  of  the  Old  World.  Macaulay 
told  us  only  seven  years  ago,  that  "  the  gigantic  commerce  of  England  had  given 
birth  to  a  maritime  power,  compared  with  which,  all  other  sinks  into  insignifi- 
cance." Gigantic  as  it  is,  were  he  to  write  the  chapter  to-day,  he  would  be 
compelled  to  say  that  the  mercantile  tonnage  of  this  country  exceeds  that  of 
Great  Britain  by  200,000  tons.  Our  manufactures  of  many  kinds  rival  those  of 
Europe,  and  our  inventive  genius  is  acknowledged  throughout  the  world.     But 
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of  agriculture  what  shall  be  said  1  Volumes  might  be  written  on  its  progress. 
A  few  plain  wordsmiay,  for  the  present  suffice — words  of  grateful  praise,  rather 
than  exultation.  From  a  single  inland  city,  Chicago,  which  has  sprung  into 
existence  since  the  youngest  man  now  present  was  born,  more  grain  will  be 
shipped  this  season  than  from  any  port  of  Christendom.  The  last  crop  of  Illinois, 
with  only  one  acre  in  a  hundred  cultivated,  is  estimated  at  two  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  bushels  of  cereals.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  bushels ! 
Why,  sirs,  one  has  to  catch  his  breath  after  the  mere  effort. to  speak  it;  and  yet 
that  is  but  an  infant  State  in  the  Confederacy  ! 

This  may  be  a  proper  occasion  to  refer  to  the  present  condition  of  our  time- 
honored  society,  and  I  could  wish  the  chair  occupied  by  my  illustrious  prede- 
dessors  was  now  more  ably  filled.  At  no  period  in  its  history  has  it  been  more 
prosperous  than  at  present.  New  members  join  our  ranks  at  every  meeting,  and 
interest  in  rural  affairs  is  more  generally  expressed  than  in  former  days.  The 
annual  exhibition  of  the  society,  which  took  place  at  Powelton  last  October, 
was  the  most  successful  ever  held  by  us ;  a  large  sum  was  distributed  in  pre- 
miums, and  tens  of  thousands  of  delighted  visitors  were  in  attendance.  The 
monthly  meetings  increase  in  interest,  and  on  Friday  evening  of  each  week  our 
room  is  open  to  members  of  other  agricultural  associations,  who  are  invited  to  be 
present  and  use  the  library.  It  is  true  our  vested  funds  are  scanty,  but  the 
wealth  we  value  is  information  received  and  imparted. 

I  have  said  Washington  was  an  early  member  of  our  society.  His  ardent 
attachment  to  agriculture,  and  the  manly  pursuits  of  rural  life,  are  well  known; 
and  here  let  me  relate  an  anecdote  which  I  have  never  seen  in  print : — Whilst 
the  seat  of  government  was  held  in  this  city,  a  gentleman  followed  by  his  groom, 
was  seen  riding  out  one  of  the  lanes  leading  to  the  Neck.  Approaching  a  field 
where  a  plough  was  being  run,  he  dismounted;  and  handing  the  bridle  to  his 
attendant,  after  a  few  words  of  conversation  with  the  farmer,  took  his  place  at 
the  stilts  and  ploughed  several  furrows;  then  remounting  his  horse  pursued  his 
ride.  The  amateur  ploughman  was  President  Washington,  impelled  by  the 
tastes  of  youth  and  perhaps  a  desire  to  "  keep  his  hand  in,"  until  his  return  to 
his  own  fields  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac. 

How  little  could  the  worthy  gentlemen  who  met  together  seventy-one  years 
ago  have  imagined  we  would  this  evening  be  convened  to  celebrate  that  event, 
and  do  honor  to  their  memory.  And  how  would  it  excite  their  surprise  were  it 
permitted  them  to  behold  the  region  of  the  country  around  the  city  with  which 
they  were  familiar, — then  sparcely  populated  and  poorly  cultivated,  now  adorned 
by  the  hand  of  man, — art  adding  to  the  attractions  of  nature ;  highly  tilled 
fields,  ornamental  villas  and  stately  mansions,  making  the  environs  of  Philadel- 
phia the  admiration  of  strangers  and  a  just  source  of  pride  to  our  citizens  ! 

The  increased  love  of  landscape  gardening  is  particularly  observable  ;  orna- 
mental trees  and  shrubs  are  now  indispensable  to  every  rural  home,  however 
humble,  and  a  more  just  appreciation  of  the  beautiful  is  being  acquired  by  all. 
A  taste  for  planting  is  rapidly  extending ;  and,  (if  present  progress  is  continued, 
and  why  should  it  not  increase)  future  generations  will  inherit  a  rich  patrimony 
of  the  beautiful  and  useful. 

It  was  a  saying  of  Girard,  that  were  he  conscious  he  should  to-morrow  die  he 
would  plant  to-day ; — there  is  a  moral  grandeur  in  the  sentiment,  and  as  clearly 
indicates  his  desire  to  do  good  as  does  the  Grecian  temple  which  bears  his  name. 
We  are  all  familiar  with  the  imaginative  incident  told  by  Homer;  that  when 
Ulysses,  after  his  warlike  deeds,  returned  to  his  paternal  grounds,  he  found  his 
aged  father,  Laertes,  planting  a  tree  unknown  to  him,  he  inquired  why  one  so 
feeble  should  plant  when  he  could  not  expect  to  reap.  The  old  man  answered, 
I  plant  against  Ulysses'  return.  Three  thousand  years  have  rolled  their  course 
since  these  words  were  written,  and  the  language  of  Homer  has  become  nearly 
extinct,  but  the  sentiment  it  teaches  remains  immortal.  It  speaks  to  every 
heart ;  and  whenever  quoted  sends  a  thrill  of  pleasure  coursing  through  the  veins. 
Planting,  like  charity  blesses  the  giver  and  receiver.     Who  would  not  pre- 
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fer  a  living  monument  planted  by  his  own  hand,  under  whose  shade  his  descend- 
ants might  recline,  than  a  cold  though  classic  structure  of  Parian  marble.  The 
one  may  please  the  eye,  perchance  minister  to  pride  ;  the  other  may  touch  the 
heart  and  preserve  the  morals.  As  a  matter  of  interest,  too,  it  is  well  to  follow 
the  injunction  of  the  old  Scottish  laird  to  his  son,  who  with  an  eye  bent  on  the 
siller  says,  "  Be  aft  sticking  out  a  tree,  Jock." 

Gentlemen,  I  have  gotten  on  a  favorite  topic.  Excuse  me  for  so  long  keeping 
you  from  the  intellectual  banquet  which  awaits  us. 

From  the  regular  toasts  and  sentiments,  we  select  the  subjoined : — 

1.  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. — In  herself  an  Empire.  With 
agricultural  and  mineral  wealth  yet  to  be  developed — almost  boundless.  May 
her  State  pride  grow  with  her  prosperity,  and  the  intelligence  and  integrity  of 
her  people  keep  pace  with  her  power. 

2.  The  City  of  Philadelphia. — The  City  of  Brotherly  Love.  Founded  by 
him  whose  motto  was  peace  among  men.  Though  modest  she  has  proved  her- 
self strong.  Without  parade  or  display,  the  quiet  but  intense  energies  of  her 
people  have  raised  her  to  a  city  of  the  first  class.  Her  Institutions  show  that 
the  spirit  of  her  founder  still  lives.  May  her  history  be  uncorrupted  by  faction, 
and  the  remotest  future  raise  no  blush  to  her  name. 

3.  Our  Founders. — To  the  memory  of  those  who  founded  the  first  Agricul- 
tural Society  on  the  Continent  of  North  America.  Their  patriotism  and  their 
public  spirit  this  day  receive  our  homage.  Those  who  follow  them  will  cherish 
their  virtues,  their  descendants  look  back  on  their  reputation  with  pride. 

4.  Kindred  Societies. — Linked  from  end  to  end  of  the  Republic  in  usefulness, 
their  peaceful  operations  develop  surely  and  rapidly  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 
May  their  exertions  be  continued  as  the  highest  form  of  patriotism,  the  most 
essential  and  noblest  effort  for  the  public  service. 

5.  The  Press. — Untrammelled  by  faction,  uncorrupted  by  the  spirit  of  party, 
its  power  should  be  exercised  with  forbearance,  and  its  sway  over  minds  be  mainly 
exerted  to  increase  love  of  country.  May  it  ever  be  controlled  by  a  sense  of 
justice  and  of  honor. 

6.  The  Judiciary. — Distinguished  for  its  purity  and  its  learning.  May  it 
ever  be  uninfluenced  by  the  excitements  of  party,  and  uncontrolled  by  popular 
clamor. 

Judge  Lewis  responded  to  the  first  toast  with  great  ability.  Judge  L.,  said 
that  every  man  who  had  heard  the  toast  rejoiced.  The  patriotic  sentiment  of 
the  toast  had  ever  been  honored  by  the  farmers,  who  had  ever  been  among  the 
first  and  foremost  in  defending  the  rights  and  interests  of  their  country.  General 
Washington,  both  as  a  farmer,  and  a  patriot  leader,  was  happily  referred  to  ;  and 
a  gentleman  present,  who  had  taken  an  active  part,  as  a  commander,  in  the 
Mexican  war,  was  also  mentioned,  as  a  combination  of  the  patriot,  and  the 
soldier.  Judge  L.,  contended,  and  justly,  that  there  was  hardly  an  interest  in 
society  that  was  not  intertwined  with  agriculture. 

In  reply  to  the  second  toast,  Judge  Conrad,  as  Mayor,  responded  with  his 
usual  eloquence  and  power,  and  delivered  an  address  warmly  favoring  the  love 
of  his  native  City  and  State — the  early  history  of  which  he  happily  contrasted 
with  the  acts  which  accompanied  the  colonization  of  both  Virginia  and  New 
England.  Judge  C,  described  the  proceedings  of  William  Penn  and  his  asso- 
ciates with  graphic  force.     The  Mayor  in  conclusion,  gave — 

"  The  National  Agricultural  Society  and  its  meeting  in  this  city." 

The  third  toast  having  been  given,  Hon.  Mr.  Meredith  replied,  and  commented 
with  emphasis  and  honor  upon  the  memory  of  the  founders  of  the  Philadelphia 
Agricultural  Society, — the  first  that  was  ever  established  in  the  United  States. 
Those  gentlemen  who  have  now  passed  away,  were  actuated  by  the  noblest 
principles.  The  inferior  condition  of  the  press  and  the  arts,  at  the  time  this 
Society  was  formed,  was  felicitously  contrasted  with  their  prosperous  state  at 
the  present  day. 

General  Patterson  responded  to  the  fourth  toast,  and  warmly  urged  sympathy 
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and  mutual  aid  and  good  will  on  the  part  of  all  the  Societies,  in  aid  of  each 
other.  The  subscription  in  favor  of  the  exhibition  of  the  National  Agricultural 
Society  in  this  city  next  fall,  so  far  as  this  city  and  county  were  concerned,  was 
already  full — and  in  this  particular  we  had  done  honor  to  the  State  and  city  of 
our  birth  or  adoption.  General  P.,  spoke  highly  in  favor  of  peace,  as  the  only 
true  policy  for  this  country ;  but  should  it  be  required,  which  God  forbid — we 
should  be  prepared  even  for  war. 

The  fifth  toast  was  warmly  replied  to  by  a  gentleman  of  the  craft  who  was 
present.* 

Judge  Todd  replied  to  the  sixth  toast  very  happily,  and  spoke  highly  and  justly 
of  several  of  his  predecessors  and  cotemporaries — and  very  nobly  and  eloquently 
advocated  the  pure  spirit  of  impartiality  as  the  chief  ornament  of  the  judicial 
bench. 

"  The  Philadelphia  Bar,"  was  responded  to  by  Benjamin  H.  Brewster,  Esq., 
who  excited  not  only  the  interest  but  the  merriment  of  the  assemblage,  by  the 
animated  and  very  witty  allusions  with  which  his  speech  scintillated.  Mr.  B. , 
referred  to  the  history  of  the  Philadelphia  Bar  from  the  earliest  colonizing  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  down  to  the  present  hour,  and  successfully  showed 
that  the  Bar  and  Lawyers  of  the  country  had  ever  been  amongst  its  foremost  and 
most  daring  patriots. 

Mr.  B.,  also  dwelt  on  the  dignity  of  labor,  and  especially  that  of  the  agricul- 
tural population  of  this  country  as  compared  with  that  of  Europe, — especially  of 
Germany  and  France, — where  even  women  were  employed  in  the  drudgery  of 
the  field.  Here,  as  we  love  women,  and  as  we  love  them  as  our  sisters  and  our 
wives — so  in  proportion  we  loved  God  and  reverenced  sacred  things. 

Several  other  gentlemen  spoke,  and  the  evening  passed  off  in  the  happiest 
manner. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  speeches  and  toasts  at  the  dinner,  letters  were  re- 
ceived from  Governor  Pollock,  Senator  Bigler,  Hon.  Philemon  Dickerson,  of 
Trenton;  Hon.  M.  P.  Wilder  President  of  United  States  Agricultural  Society; 
B.  P.  Johnson,  Secretary  New  York  State  Agricultural  Society,  Albany  ;  Hart- 
man  Kuhn,  Esq.,  Gen.  G.  Oadwalader,  Rev.  Dr.  Vaughan,  Hon.  Richard  Rush, 
Col.  John  Hare  Powell,  Richard  Willing,  Esq.,  of  the  city,  and  Hon.  William 
Robeson  of  Belvidere,  President  of  New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society. 

The  letter  of  Colonel  Wilder  is  interesting,  not  only  because  it  recognises  the 
claims  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  and  its  founders  to  the  regard  of  American 
agriculturists,  but  also  because  of  its  reference  to  the  spirited  course  taken  by 
our  citizens  and  public  authorities  in  securing  to  Philadelphia  the  next  Exhibi- 
tion of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society. 

Boston,  Feb.  9,  1856. 

To  Alfred  L.  Kennedy,  M.D.,  Secretary  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting 

Agriculture : — 

Dear  Sir — I  feel  much  gratified  and  honored  by  the  invitation  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture,  to  attend  the  Seventy-first  Anniversary, 
[  regret  exceedingly  that  a  previous  engagement  will  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure 
of  being  present  on  that  occasion. 

The  Philadelphia  Society  has  been  the  pioneer  of  American  Agriculturists, 
and  has  performed  long  and  valuable  service  for  the  elevation  of  the  profession 
of  the  farmer,  and  for  the  diffusion  of  practical  and  scientific  knowledge  among 
that  most  honorable  class  of  our  citizens.  Its  founders  were  men  of  keen  per- 
ception, and  foresaw  the  viral  importance  of  agriculture  to  individual  happiness 
and  national  prosperity.  Hence  they  associated  with  themselves  gentlemen  of 
science  and  distinction,  whose  names  and  characters  gave  confidence  to  a  dis- 
cerning community,  and  success  to  their  own  labors.  Time  will  not  permit  me 
to  enlarge  upon  this  topic  ;  but  when  the  light  of  science  shall  be  brought  to  co- 

*  Mr.  Crump  of  the  "  Inquirer,"  whose  remarks  were  exceedingly  happy  and  well  received. — A.  L.  K. 
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operate  steadily  and  perseveringly  with  art  and  industry ;  when  experience 
guided  by  science,  shall  have  accomplished  all  that  can  be  done  in  this  great 
work;  then  will  your  institution  realize  the  glorious  benefits  which  have  resulted 
from  the  early  efforts  of  its  noble  projectors ;  and  from  the  labors  of  the  worthy 
men  who  have  succeeded  them  in  the  best  of  all  human  pursuits. 

I  embrace  the  present  opportunity  to  tender  to  the  Philadelphia  Society,  my 
grateful  acknowledgements  f  >r  its  generous  support  of  the  United  States  Agri- 
cultural Society,  and  especially  for  its  distinguished  delegation  which  honored 
the  late  exhibition  in  Boston  by  their  presence  and  co-operation. 

It  affords  me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  public  spirit  of  your  citizens 
encouraged  by  the  municipal  authority  of  your  city,  and  by  the  members  of  your 
time  honored  association,  has  made  laudable  progress  in  securing  a  guarantee 
fund  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  insure  the  success  of  the  exhibition  of  the 
National  Society,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  next  autumn. 

The  liberality  and  harmony  with  which  these  preliminaries  have  been  arranged 
are  favorable  omens,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  unite  my  endeavors  with  those 
of  your  society  and  citizens,  to  render  the  occasion  worthy  of  all  concerned,  and 
the  cause  we  seek  to  promote. 

With  great  personal  regard,  yours,  &c,      , 
Marshall  P.  Wilder. 
President  U.  S.  Agricultural  Society. 


March.     Stated  meeting  at  the  room,  Wednesday,  7th. 
Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  H.  Evans,  Oliver  Landreth,  S.  F.  Whitman,  A.  Coates,  F.  Klett  and 
Charles  Norris,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Hopkins,  of  Bucks  county,  were 
elected  resident  members. 

A  package  of  Shallotts  was  received  from  the  Patent  Office,  through  Mr. 
Algernon  S.  Roberts. 

Also  a  communication  from  the  same  office,  requesting  the  co-operation  of  the 
Society  in  obtaining  correct  agricultural  statistics  throughout  the  State.  Com- 
munication referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

To  the  same  committee  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  Agricultural  Society  of 
Kent  county,  Delaware,  calling  a  convention  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Wilmington, 
on  Tuesday,  18th  inst.,  to  take  action  on  the  present  exorbitant  price  of  guano. 
S.  G.  Fisher,  Esq.,  Corresponding  Secretary,  reported  having  received,  since 
last  meeting,  a  number  of  interesting  letters  on  the  subject  of  the  Grape  Culture; 
as  the  communications  were  still  coming  in,  he  would  prefer  postponing  a  state- 
ment of  the  contents  until  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Elwyn,  that  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Scciety  be  continued 
open  on  Friday  evenings  throughout  the  year  ;  which,  after  a  brief  discussion, 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Freas  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  injuries  which  farm- 
ers sustain  in  consequence  of  cattle  going  at  large  on  the  highways.  A  bill  was 
now  before  the  Legislature,  which,  if  it  passed,  would  remedy  the  evil.  The 
Montgomery  County  Society  had  adopted  resolutions  approving  of  the  bill,  and 
urging  it  upon  the  attention  of  the  Senator  and  Representatives  from  that  county. 
Mr.  F.  thought  similar  action  by  our  Society  was  demanded.  He  offered  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject,  which  elicited  a  long  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Clement,. 
A.  S.  Roberts,  Willetts,  Mulvany,  Ford,  Harrison,  Kennedy,  Pearson  and  others 
participated. 

On  motion  of  D.  H.  Mulvany,  Esq.,  of  Norristown,  the  resolution  was  amend- 
ed to  read  as  follows,  and  finally  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  approve  of  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Assembly  to 
prohibit  the  running  of  cattle  at  large  on  the  highways,  and  that  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  from  this  city  and  the  adjoining  counties,  be  requested  to 
favor  the  passage  of  a  judicious  and  stringent  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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Br.  M'Crea  stated  that  a  vessel,  now  in  the  Delaware,  had  on  board  some  of 
the  choicest  agricultural  implements  of  English  manufacture,  which  had  been 
seen  in  this  country.  He  hoped  that  the  Society,  through  its  proper  committee, 
would  examine  the  implements,  and  report  upon  their  comparative  merits. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  Implements  and  Inventions  were  instructed  to 
make  the  proper  examination. 

Three  complete  sets  of  the  "  Progressive  Farmer"  were  received  from  the 
proprietors  of  the  Farm  Journal,  and  the  donation  suitably  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Aaron  Clement  presented  to  the  Society  two  handsome  colored  plates  of 
Short-horned  Cattle,  owned  by  Mr.  Samuel  Thorne,  of  Duchess  county,  New 
York.     Thanks  were  voted  to  the  donor. 

Several  members  submitted  fine  samples  of  Indian  corn. 

Adjourned. 

April.     Stated  meeting  on  Wednesday,  2d,  at  the  Society's  room. 

President  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  James  Williams,  H.  Reynolds,  and  Dr.  C.  A.  Meigs  were  elected 
resident  members. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  the  circular  of  the  Kent  County  Agri- 
cultural Society,  on  the  subject  of  a  convention  on  the  state  of  the  Guano  trade 
had  been  received  too  late  for  action. 

In  relation  to  the  communication  from  the  Patent  Office  respecting  agricultu- 
ral statistics,  the  committee  recommended  the  passage  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  a  memorial  be  prepared,  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  Society, 
and  transmitted  to  the  Legislatvre,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

S.  G.  Fisher,  Esq.,  presented  and  read  the  appended  report  on  the  cultivation 
of  native  grapes  for  fruit  and  for  wine. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered  to  Mr.  Fisher  for  his  re- 
port, and  500  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form. 

The  committee  appointed  in  February  last  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  other  public  bodies,  on  the  subject  of  securing  the  selection  of  Philadelphia 
as  the  site  of  the  next  annual  exhibition  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, reported  having  met  the  Board  aforesaid,  and  brought  the  proposition 
before  the  attention  of  the  public  authorities  in  a  manner  that  insured  the  exhi- 
bition to  Philadelphia. 

A  general  conversation  on  the  subject  ensued,  and  the  Society,  on  motion, 

Adjourned. 


REPORT  ON  THE  CULTIVATION  OF  NATIVE  GRAPES  FOR  FRUIT  AND  FOR 

WINE. 

Philadelphia,  April  2d,  1856. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  this  Society  held  on  the  6th  day  of  February  last,  the 
attention  of  the  members  was  called  to  the  increasing  importance  of  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  grape,  as  well  for  fruit  as  for  wine.  It  was  thought  proper  that  this 
Society  should  do  something  to  encourage  an  interest  so  valuable  to  the  agricul- 
tural wealth  of  the  country,  and  that  the  best  way  to  do  this  would  be  to  bring 
the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  farmers  of  this  region,  and  to  diffuse  some  know- 
ledge of  it  among  them. 

For  this  purpose  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  requested  to  obtain  infor- 
mation from  reliable  sources  in  regard  to  the  business  of  growing  grapes  and 
making  wine,  and  the  inducements  offered  to  engage  in  it. 

In  performing  this  duty  I  have  consulted  such  authorities  as  were  accessible 
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to  me,  and  written  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  whose  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience I  had  confidence.  I  owe  acknowledgments  and  thanks  to  Dr.  R.  T.  Un- 
derhill  of  Croton  Point,  New  York,  Dr.  John  A.  Warder  of  Cincinnati,  Gen. 
George  M.  Keim  of  Reading,  Mr.  Mulvaney  of  Norristown,  and  Mr.  James 
Peirce  of  Montgomery  county,  for  their  prompt  replies  to  my  inquiries. 

After  many  trials  it  has  been  found  that  wine  can  be  made  only  from  the  na- 
tive grapes  of  the  country.  These  exist  in  great  variety  in  all  parts  of  the 
Union.  The  best  wine,  or  that  which  has  so  far  obtained  more  than  a  local  re- 
putation, is  made  from  the  Catawba,  the  Scuppernong,  and  the  Isabella.  The 
Isabella  is  not  very  generally  cultivated  for  the  purpose,  though  in  some  situa- 
tions it  produces  a  good  wine,  and  is  no  doubt  capable  of  improvement.  The 
Scuppernong  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  cannot  be  grown  north  of  lati- 
tude 37£°.  Its  culture  for  wine  is  confined,  I  believe,  almost  exclusively  to 
North  Carolina.  The  wine  is  very  rich  and  sweet,  somewhat  resembling  Fron- 
tignac,  with  a  peculiar  and  agreeable  flavor.  It  requires,  however,  so  much 
alcohol  and  sugar  in  its  manufacture,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  called  a  wine.  The 
Catawba  is,  as  yet,  the  best  wine  grape  we  have.  Its  reputation  is  now  estab- 
lished, not  only  in  the  west,  where  it  is  universally  used,  but  it  has  been  brought 
regularly  into  the  commerce  of  our  Atlantic  cities.  It  is  of  two  kinds,  the  still 
and  the  sparkling  Catawba.  The  first  resembles  Hock,  or  Moselle,  the  latter, 
Champagne,  or  rather,  St.  Peray.  The  Catawba  is  really  a  wine,  and  we  are 
indebted  to  the  intelligent  and  persevering  labors  of  M.  Longworth  of  Cincinnati, 
for  its  introduction.  This  grape  flourishes  through  avast  extent  of  our  country, 
and  is  extensively  cultivated,  with  more  or  less  success,  both  for  wine  and  fruit. 
It  is  capable  of  much  improvement  by  a  proper  selection  of  soil,  by  skilful  pruning 
and  other  treatment  which  experience  suggests.  Under  judicious  management 
it  has  already  lost  some  of  its  objectionable  qualities,  it  has  less  of  the  fox-grape 
flavor  and  less  pulp,  and  it  seems  probable  that  continued  attention  will,  in  time, 
produce  from  it  and  from  other  native  grapes,  a  fruit  as  superior  to  the  wild 
original,  as  the  Pippin  and  the  Belle-fleur  apple  or  the  Bartlet  and  Duchesse 
D'Angouleme  pear  are,  to  their  parent  seedlings. 

The  Catawba  has  been  grown  for  wine  in  this  State  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Reading,  where  there  are  about  250  acres  devoted  to  its 
culture.  The  principal  manufacturer  is  Mr.  John  Fehr.  He  makes  wine  not 
only  from  the  Catawba,  but  the  Isabella  grape.  Some  of  each  was  sent  to  me 
by  Gen.  Keim,  and  persons  in  whose  judgment  I  have  confidence,  have  declared 
it  to  be  a  good  wine,  likely  to  be  much  improved  by  age  and  proper  manage- 
ment. The  chief  obstacle  to  the  culture  of  the  grape  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Reading,  is  the  severity  of  the  winter.  Notwithstanding  this  and  the  conse- 
quent frequent  failure  of  the  crop,  the  business  is  gradually  increasing,  which  is 
proof  that  it  is  found  profitable.  A  seedling  grape  from  Boston,  of  a  new  kind, 
has  been  lately  introduced,  and  promises  well.  There  are  no  doubt  others  who 
have  tried  the  experiment  of  making  wine  in  Pennsylvania.  One  only,  however, 
has  been  brought  to  my  notice.  Mr.  James  Peirce,  of  Montgomery  county,  about 
thirteen  miles  from  this  city,  has  been  successful  in  making  a  good  wine  from 
the  Isabella  grape,  and  the  profits  of  its  culture,  both  for  the  wine  and  the  fruit, 
have  been  such,  that  he  is  encouraged  to  enlarge  his  vine-yard.  I  shall  refer 
again  to  his  experience,  as  I  consider  it  of  much  interest. 

I  have  also,  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  J.  Rhea  Barton  of  this  city,  seem 
some  wine  made  from  a  native  grape  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  of  very  superior 
quality,  nearly  the  color  of  Claret,  and  of  a  rich,  fruity  flavor,  somewhat  like  that 
of  Tinta  Madeira.  It  is  called  by  Dr.  Barton  the  Ashburnham  wine,  from  the 
county  in  which  it  is  made.  It  is  a  pure  wine,  deriving  its  flavor  from  the  grape 
alone,  and  contains  only  about  thirteen  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  being  exactly  the 
strength  of  Hock  wine,  and  seven  percent,  less  than  Madeira.  I  have  not  been 
able,  as  yet,  to  obtain  any  accurate  information  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  cultivated,  but  its  excellence  will  no  doubt  bring  it  into  general  favor  and 
make  it  worthy  the  attention  of  vine  growers. 
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It  appears  also  that  wine  equal  to  any  of  these  has  been  made  in  California. 
That  which  I  have  seen  has  very  decidedly  the  flavor  of  Madeira.  In  that 
bountiful  region,  the  vegetable  seems  to  vie  with  the  mineral  world  in  richness 
and  variety,  and  will  probably  prove  in  the  end  a  greater  and  more  permanent 
source  of  wealth.  The  grape  from  which  this  wine  is  produced  is  said  to  be  of 
large  size  and  very  prolific. 

It  would  be  giving  a  very  erroneous  impression  to  compare  any  wines  as  yet 
made  in  this  country  with  those  of  Europe,  which  have  been  celebrated  for  ages, 
which  have  contributed  so  much  to  the  social  and  festive  enjoyments  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  whose  names  have  become,  really  household  words  every 
where,  so  widely  have  they  been  distributed  by  commerce.  We  have  nothing, 
so  far,  at  all  equal  to  the  finer  kinds  of  Madeira,  Sherry,  Port,  Claret,  Cham- 
pagne, Burgundy,  Sauterne  and  Hock.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  here 
the  careful  culture  of  the  grape  for  wine  has  just  commenced;  in  Europe  it  is  an 
immense  interest,  and  has  had  the  benefit  for  centuries  of  careful  attention,  vast 
capital,  intelligent  management  and  the  skill  that  is  stimulated  by  the  hope  of 
gain,  and  constantly  improved  by  experience  and  thought.  It  has  been  proved 
thus  far  beyond  doubt,  that  here  the  grape  is  indigenous,  that  from  it  wine  of 
good  quality  can  be  made  in  great  abundance,  and  that  the  fruir  is  susceptible  oi 
indefinite  improvement.  When  we  remember  the  extent  of  our  country  and 
the  variety  of  soil  and  climate  it  embraces,  there  is  ground  for  reasonable  hope 
that  grapes  may  be  discovered  of  quality  superior  to  those  already  known,  that 
the  old  may  be  still  more  improved,  that  peculiarities  of  soil  may  be  found  pro- 
ducing other  and  finer  flavors,  and  that  continued  search  may  discover,  or  in- 
creasing knowledge  succeed  in  creating,  wines  equal  or  surpassing  in  excellence 
those  of  the  old  world.  We  may  feel  certain  that  this  will  be  done,  if  in  the 
nature  of  things  it  can  be  done,  because  enterprise  and  effort  will  be  stimulated 
by  the  prospects  of  gain,  that  spur  which  raises  the  spirit  of  industry,  which 
prompts  and  sustains  the  business  of  the  world,  and  which  has  already  enlarged 
the  manufacture  of  wine  In  this  country  until  it  has  become  an  important  item 
of  national  wealth. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  American  wines  by  those  who  have  highly  edu- 
cated palates  and  are  learned  in  flavors,  one  fact,  important  to  those  engaged  in 
making  it,  is  beyond  dispute ;  it  pleases  the  general  taste  and  sells  readily  at 
high  prices.  It  sells  even  for  higher  prices  than  European  wines  which  most 
persons  would  think  of  better  quality.  The  price  of  sparkling  Catawba  of  Cin- 
cinnati is  $12  per  dozen;  of  still  Catawba  $7  50.  The  demand  is  far  greater 
than  the  supply.  Native  wine  is  not  only  rapidly  displacing  the  foreign  through- 
out the  great  and  growing  West,  but  is  making  its  appearance  in  yearly  in- 
creased quantities  in  our  Eastern  cities.  It  is  stated  in  the  Patent  Office  Report 
for  1853,  that  our  wine  crop  for  that  year  was  valued  at  two  millions  of  dollars. 
As  this  was  a  large  increase  over  former  years,  the  crop  is  probably  now  much 
greater. 

Heretofore  this  branch  of  industry  has  been  obliged  to  contend  in  our  market 
with  the  foreign  wines  already  established  in  public  favor,  and  imported  in  large 
quantities  at  low  prices.  Notwithstanding  this  competition,  it  has  reached  its 
present  prosperous  condition.  A  new  and  powerful  impulse  has,  however,  lately 
been  given  to  the  business  in  consequence  of  the  failure  for  some  years  past,  of 
some  of  the  principal  wines  of  Europe.  Some  of  the  finest  wine  grapes  of  the 
old  world  have  been,  since  1850,  injured  by  a  mysterious  disease  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, that  the  product  has  either  wholly  ceased  or  been  very  largely  diminished. 
The  vineyards  of  the  island  of  Madeira  have  been  entirely  destroyed — not  a  bot- 
tle of  wine  is  now  made  there.  The  quantity  of  Sherry  has  been  considerably 
lessened,  ot  Port  very  largely.  Claret  has  declined  to  one-fifth,  and  Champagne 
to  one-fourth  of  the  quantity  formerly  produced. 

The  diminished  production  of  foreign  wine  has  already  so  much  affected  the 
price  that  it  has  become  an  expensive  luxury.  A  large  portion  of  the  demand 
must  be  supplied  by  wines  of  native  growth,  and  should  the  ravages  of  the  dis- 
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ease  continue,  as  the  stocks  on  hand  are  consumed,  the  market  for  the  domestic 
article  must  be  continually  enlarged.  The  field  of  enterprise,  therefore,  for  the 
American  wine  grower  seems  really  boundless.  With  a  soil  producing  boun- 
tifully an  article  generally  prized,  which  is  eagerly  bought  at  remunerative 
prices,  and  with  a  market  which  cannot  be  overstocked,  the  genius  of  commerce 
itself  could  scarcely  ask  for  circumstances  more  favorable  to  stimulate  enter- 
prise, to  quicken  invention,  and  to  nerve  the  will  of  industry.  That  the  dominant 
passion  of  our  age  and  country,  too  eager,  indeed,  to  put  forth  irresistible  energy 
in  the  pursuit  of  gain,  will  promptly  respond  to  the  call,  all  that  we  have  done 
and  all  that  is  going  on  around  us  sufficiently  prove.  The  same  commanding 
spirit,  at  once  cautious  and  bold,  prudent  and  impetuous,  that  sends  ice  to  Cal- 
cutta, hunts  the  whale  in  every  sea,  and  changes  the  western  wilderness  into 
farms  and  cities ;  which  clothes  the  world  with  its  cotton,  and  feeds  the  world 
with  its  corn ;  which  covers  half  a  continent  with  telgraphs  and  raiiroads,  and 
improvises  a  nation  on  the  Pacific,  will  no  doubt  undertake  with  avidity  and 
pursue  with  success  the  manufacture  of  wine,  if  it  be  found  that  it  will  pay. 
Let  this  be  proved  by  experience  and  become  generally  known,  and  soon  the 
grape  will  be  planted  wherever  it  will  grow,  the  wine  crop  rival  in  value  the 
great  staples  of  the  country,  Bacchus  be  joined  with  Ceres,  in  peaceful  sway  over 
our  hills  and  valleys  and  the  vintage  be  added  to  the  harvest,  as  a  period  of 
rural  rejoicing. 

The  two  facts  being  established,  that  various  kinds  of  wine,  of  good  and  con- 
stantly improving  quality,  can  be  produced  with  ease,  and  also  that  the  demand 
for  it,  so  great  now  as  to  be  beyond  the  means  of  supply,  is  likely  to  be  indefi- 
nitely extended,  the  next  thing  to  be  considered  is  the  profit  that  may  reasonably 
be  expected  from  the  cultivation  of  the  grape.  On  this  point  statements  vary 
materially,  as  much  depends  on  locality,  the  season,  the  skill  and  capital 
employed,  and  other  causes,  affecting  the  crop  and  the  price  for  which  it  sells. 
It  is  stated  in  the  Patent  Office  Report  for  1854,  that  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Cincinnati,  "  The  average  yield  in  a  series  of  years,  from  vineyards  favorably 
situated  and  well  cultivated,  is  estimated  at  300  gallons  per  acre."  The  aver- 
age price  is  $1  to  $1  25  per  gallon  and  the  cost  of  labor  in  making  a  crop  $60 
to  $80.  "  Some  of  the  best  vineyards  produced  last  year  800  to  900  gallons — 
but  that  is  unusual."  Another  authority  says  that  400  gallons  is  the  average 
crop,  and  1000  to  1200  gallons  sometimes  obtained.  In  a  report  recently  made 
to  the  "  American  Wine  Growers  Association  of  Cincinnati"  by  "  The  Commit- 
tee on  Vineyards,"  is  an  account  of  the  current  expenses  and  receipts,  with  a 
vineyard  of  half  an  acre,  during  the  first  eight  years  of  cultivation,  from  which 
it  appears,  that  including  interest,  and  $50,  the  price  of  land,  the  whole  expense 
was  $211  10,  and  the  receipts  $1104  04,  showing  a  net  profit  in  eight  succes- 
sive years  of  $892  94  from  half  an  acre,  which  is  $223  per  acre  a  year.  This 
was  during  the  first  eight  years,  the  value  of  the  fruit  being  only  $37  until  the 
fourth  year.  As  the  grape  vine  continues  to  increase  in  productiveness  for  ten 
or  twenty  years,  the  subsequent  profits  may  be  expected  to  be  much  larger.  I 
have  received  a  letter  from  Gen'l.  Keim,  containing  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
cost  and  profit  of  an  acre  of  vineyard  near  Reading,  in  this  State.  The  whole 
expense  including  cost  of  land,  outside  enclosure,  vines,  trellis  work  and  all 
labor  is  $642  00 

Cost  of  wine  press,  shedding,  casks,  &c.  200  00 

The  whole  capital  invested  $842  00 

The  average  yield  is  about  640  gallons  of  wine,  worth  at  the  press 
80  cts.,  or  $512  00 

The  yearly  expense  80  00 

Leaving  a  clear  profit  of  $432  00 

A  large  portion  of  this  original  cost  would  however  be  saved  by  the  farmer  who 
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made  the  vineyard  a  part  only  of  his  business ;  a  portion  of  it  also  would  not 
be  proportionably  increased  by  having  more  land ;  it  is  likely  too  that  the  rot 
and  other  causes  would  somewhat  reduce  the  amount  of  profits — though  Gen'l. 
Keim  states  this  as  a  fair  average. 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Pierce,  of  Montgomery  County,  referred  to  above, 
he  says — that  in  the  year  1850  he  planted  65  Isabella  grape  vines  on  a  piece  of 
ground  60  by  200  feet.  In  the  year  1853  he  raised  1300  pounds  of  grapes  from 
which  he  made  320  gallons  of  wine;  in  1854  he  made  200  gallons;  in  1855  he 
met  with  so  ready  a  sale  for  the  grapes,  that  he  made  no  wine.  His  wine  sold 
for  $1  to  $1  25  per  gallon.  He  prefers  the  Isabella  to  the  Catawba  for  his  soil, 
and  intends  planting  two  acres  of  it  this  year. 

Through  the  kindness  of  a  friend  I  have  received  a  bottle  of  Catawba  wine 
made  by  German  vine  growers  in  the  western  part  of  Missouri.  In  the  opinion 
of  persons  much  better  judges  than  myself,  this  wine  is  Hock,  of  excellent 
quality.  The  vineyard  on  which  it  grew  contained  two  acres.  The  merchant 
who  sold  it,  bought  the  crop  for  $2000  from  the  vine  grower.  The  wine  was 
retailed  at  $10  50  per  dozen. 

I  give  these  statements  that  every  one  may  form  his  own  judgment  on  the 
subject.  Over-estimates  that  may  lead  to  extravagant  expectations,  are  of 
course  to  be  avoided.  I  have,  however,  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  of  much 
experience  and  knowledge,  on  the  subject,  for  saying,  that  with  an  investment 
of  from  $400  to  $500  per  acre,  and  the  requisite  care  and  skill,  a  clear  average 
profit  of  $200  per  acre  may  with  confidence  be  expected  from  the  culture  of  our 
native  grapes  either  for  fruit  or  for  wine,  after  the  vines  come  into  bearing,  and 
that  this  profit  is  likely  to  increase  with  the  age  of  the  vineyard  and  to  be  great- 
ly enhanced  by  the  superior  quality  of  the  wine  made. 

Now  this  certainly  is  a  profitable  mode  of  employing  land,  capital  and  intelli- 
gent industry.  Of  late  years,  the  peach  has  been  probably  the  most  valuable 
product  of  the  soil,  except  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  great  cities.  Large 
orchards  have  been  planted  and  new  ones  are  planted  every  year  in  Delaware 
and  Maryland.  The  average  yearly  profit  is  about  $100  per  acre.  It  is  true  they 
require  but  little  capital,  about  $150 — the  land  being  worth  $50 — and  but  little 
knowledge  and  skill,  though  a  good  deal  of  hard  work.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
peach  orchard  continues  in  bearing  only  six  or  seven  years,  and  the  trees  must 
then  be  pulled  up,  a  laborious  process,  leaving  the  land  unfit  to  bear  peaches 
again  and  injured  for  any  other  crop.  Besides  this,  the  peach  is  subject  to  many 
diseases,  the  crop  is  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  frost  and  a  productive  year  over- 
stocks the  market,  whilst  the  fruit  is  so  perishable  that  it  must  be  sold  when 
ripe,  be  the  price  what  it  may.  A  vineyard  requires  to  establish  it,  a  much 
larger  capital  than  a  peach  orchard ;  it  requires  also  more  skill  and  knowledge 
in  its  cultivation,  more  mental  and  less  physical  labor,  but  then  its  profits  are 
twice  as  great.  When  established,  moreover,  it  is  a  permanent  thing.  It  in- 
creases in  productiveness  for  ten  or  twenty  years,  and  remains  productive  for  a 
hundred  years.  The  market  for  wine  can  not  be  glutted,  or  if  a  fall  in  prices 
should  take  place,  the  stock  can  be  retained  and  will  improve  in  quality  and  val- 
ue. It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  culture  of  the  grape  promises  to  the  farmer, 
rewards  much  larger  and  more  durable  than  any  other  mode  of  employing  land, 
and  that  a  vineyard,  once  established,  may  be  considered  as  permanently  worth 
from  $2000  to  $3000  per  acre.  But  for  these  results,  uneducated  toil  and  atten- 
tion are  not  enough.  Acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  the  plant  and  the  best 
modes  of  cultivation  and  treatment  of  the  wine  is  necessary.  Progressive  im- 
provement in  grape  and  wine  will  alone  insure  the  highest  success  and  for  this, 
skill  and  thought  are  required.  A  vineyard  must  be  the  creation,  not  of  coarse 
labor  only,  but  of  mental  effort,  well  instructed,  for  in  this,  as  in  other  depart- 
ments of  human  exertion,  it  holds  good,  that  it  is  knowledge  which  hath  power 
and  the  hand  of  the  diligent  that  maketh  rich. 

The  foregoing  remarks,  apply  also  to  the  cultivation  of  the  native  grape  for 
its  fruit.     The  demand  for  this  luxury  in  our  cities  and  large  towns,  far  exceeds 
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the  supply.  Catawba  and  Isabella  grapes  improved  by  skillful  cultivation,  sell 
readily  at  high  prices,  and  ten  times  as  many  could  be  sold,  as  all  the  vineyards 
in  the  country  can  furnish.  1  am  told  by  Dr.  Underhill,  who  is  extensively  and 
successfully  engaged  in  this  business  at  Croton  Point,  on  the  North  river,  that 
he  and  other  vine  growers  cannot  supply  the  demand  in  New  York  and  that  he 
was  obliged  to  refuse  large  orders  last  summer  from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 
There  is,  in  fact,  no  supply  of  this  delightful  fruit  at  all  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  people,  and,  as  in  the  case  ot  wine,  there  is  no  danger  of  over-stocking 
the  market  by  too  great  a  production.  The  Isabella  and  Catawba  are  the 
grapes  most  successful,  so  far,  for  fruit,  and  the  mode  of  cultivation  is  the  same 
as  when  intended  for  wine.  Dr.  Underhill  informs  me  that  the  cost  of  establish- 
ing a  vineyard  is  about  $400  per  acre.  One  man  can  do  all  the  subsequent 
labor,  cutting  the  grapes  for  market  included,  on  six  acres.  The  vines  begin  to 
bear  the  third  or  fourth  year  after  planting,  and  until  they  bear  the  ground  be- 
tween the  rows  can  be  cultivated  in  root  and  other  crops,  that  will  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  management.  Dr.  Underhill  says  that  he  considers  a  vineyard  properly 
made,  worth  as  a  permanent  investment  from  $1200  to  $1500  per  acre,  and  that 
when  it  attains  the  age  of  eight  to  ten  years,  it  will  pay  a  good  interest  on 
$2500  to  $4000  per  acre,  and  that  for  some  vineyards,  this  estimate  would  be  too 
low.  It  may  be  observed,  moreover,  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  combining  the 
two  purposes  of  fruit  and  wine,  indeed  it  is  advantageous  to  do  so,  as  the  unsale- 
able grapes,  that  is  the  bunches  that  are  not  full  and  well  formed  make  the  best 
wine. 

The  profits  of  grape  culture  for  fruit  are  said  not  to  be  so  great  as  for  wine, 
but  it  has  the  advantage  of  making  immediate  returns.  The  grapes  can  be  sold 
as  soon  as  picked,  whereas  wine  requires  time  to  attain  those  qualities  which 
bring  the  highest  price.  No  doubt,  as  the  business  increases,  the  principle  of  divi- 
sion of  labor  will  be  advantageous!)  applied  to  it,  the  growing  the  grape  becom- 
ing one  department,  the  making  wine  another.  At  present  there  seems  to  be 
every  possible  inducement  for  the  farmer  to  plant  vineyards,  not  only  for  wine 
but  for  fruit.  Any  suitable  land  convenient  to  railroad  or  steamboat,  within  one 
hundred  miles  of  a  city,  is  not  too  distant.  It  is  probable  that  the  soils  of  many 
parts  of  Delaware  and  the  Eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  where  the  wild  grape 
jrrows  with  such  luxuriance,  are  peculiarly  adapted  for  this  purpose.  It  is  in 
the  power  of  every  farmer  to  try  the  experiment,  at  slight  cost,  and  add  grape 
growing  to  his  other  business.  He  can  begin  on  a  small  scale,  as  Mr.  Peirce 
has  done  with  so  much  success. 

It  is  also  in  the  power  of  every  farmer  to  provide,  by  planting  a  few  grape 
vines,  not  only  a  wholesome  and  delightful  fruit,  but  also  to  make  an  abundant 
supply  of  domestic  wine  for  himself  and  his  family.  A  good  and  agreeable  wine 
is  more  easily  and  cheaply  made  from  a  small  vineyard,  than  cider  is  from  an 
apple  orchard,  and  wine  is  the  better  beverage.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  sub- 
ject has  a  moral  aspect,  more  important  than  its  industrial  and  commercial  rela- 
tions. Intemperance  is  a  great  and  loo  probably  a  growing  evil  among  our 
people.  It  is  spreading  poverty,  ignorance,  and  crime  with  all  their  attendant 
miseries,  through  the  land.  Its  effects  are  more  obvious  though  not  more  real 
in  the  country  than  in  town.  The  haunts  of  vice  in  a  great  city  are  remote 
from  the  walks  of  respectability  and  must  be  sought  to  be  seen.  Men  live  in 
masses  which  are  separated  by  place,  like  seeking  like,  and  they  do  not  mingle 
in  their  daily  walks  so  as  to  be  observed  by  others  not  of  their  own  class.  In  the 
country  it  is  different.  Where  the  people  are  few,  each  is  known  to  all,  and  noticed 
by  all,  and  the  working  of  the  machinery  of  society  can  be  seen  in  all  its  parts. 
Vice  there,  if  it  exists,  has  no  secret  hiding  places  or  rendezvous,  but  shows  itself 
to  all  beholders.  There  are  not  many  unpleasant  sights  in  the  country.  The 
beauties  of  nature  are  there,  a  farm  is  always  interesting  and  agreeable,  and  all 
the  scenes  of  rural  life,  its  simplicity,  its  heartiness,  its  freedom  and  independence, 
its  healthful  and  manly  labors  are  objects  of  delightful  contemplation.  One 
thing,  however,  is  too  often  seen  in  the  country,  marring  the  charms  of  the 
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landscape,  contrasting  strongly  with  all  our  ideas  of  the  farm  and  the  farmers 
life,  a  blot  and  blemish  upon  many  a  fair  scene  of  rural  beauty,  and  that  is  the 
road-side  grogshop,  with  its  group  of  half-starved  horses  tied  to  the  fence,  and  its 
company  of  red-faced,  swearing,  stammering,  reeling,  degraded  men.  about  the 
door.  It  is  not  an  agreeable  spectacle,  and  it  possesses  a  fatal  power,  felt  very  sen- 
sibly in  a  country  neighborhood  of  which  it  is  the  pest  and  nuisance.  It  has  the 
power  to  change  an  industrious  laborer  into  a  debauched  and  worthless  idler;  to 
unnerve  the  arm  and  take  away  the  cunning  from  the  hard  hand  of  the  mechanic ; 
often  to  allure  the  substantial  farmer  himself  within  its  limed  web  of  foul  fascina- 
tion and  strip  him  of  house  and  land,  of  ox  and  plough ;  to  sweep  the  bread  from  his 
table  and  put  out  the  cheerful  fire  on  his  hearth.  This  power  of  the  grogshop  and 
the  tavern  over  the  best  interests  of  society,  is  very  well  understood  and  generally 
lamented  both  in  town  and  country,  and  many  efforts  have  been  made  to  restrain 
and  destroy  it,  without  success.  It  seems  to  have  a  principle  of  life  that  will  not 
be  subdued,  but  evades  or  disregards  the  laws,  outwits  lawyers  and  judges, 
gathers  strength  from  its  contests  with  temperance  societies,  political  clubs,  and 
party  tactics,  nay,  even  conquers  and  triumphs  over  them,  outvotes  them  at  the 
polls,  gets  itself  represented  in  every  legislature,  and  seats  itself  with  brazen 
front  in  the  high  places  of  influence  and  authority. 

Now  the  cause  of  all  this  is  very  obvious.  The  efforts  of  the  advocates  of 
temperance  and  Maine  liquor  laws,  have  failed  because  they  were  not  founded 
on  truth,  on  the  facts  of  human  nature,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  ignored  and 
denied  the  truth.  This  truth  may  be  stated  in  a  few  words.  The  desire  foF 
stimulants  is  a  natural  want,  deeply  rooted  in  the  human  constitution,  which 
will  seek  gratification.  Nature  has  provided  in  all  countries,  substances  which 
supply  this  want,  and  the  instinct  of  man  has  found  them  out.  The  universal 
use  of  narcotics  and  intoxicating  drinks;  of  spiritous  and  vinous  liquors,  of  tea, 
coffee,  tobacco,  Indian  hemp,  opium,  cocoa,  and  other  things  producing  similar 
effects,  in  all  ages  and  all  nations,  sufficiently  proves  that  the  appetite  for  them 
is  an  inherent  and  unconquerable  part  of  humanity.  When  we  consider  their 
wondrous  influence  over  the  mind  and  feelings,  how  in  their  various  effects 
they  sooth  and  tranquilize,  exhilarate  and  animate  ;  how  they  banish  care,  rouse 
intellectual  activity,  increase  the  pleasures  of  sense,  call  up  images  of  mirth  and 
joy,  excite  and  elevate  the  imagination,  and  open  to  the  dreamer  new  worlds  of 
delight,  it  is  not  surprising  that  poor,  toiling,  careworn  man  should  be  irresistibly 
tempted  to  seize  upon  such  a  solace  however  transient,  of  the  hardship  of  his 
lot,  that  he  should  often  be  glad  to  rush  recklessly,  into  momentary  forgetfulness 
of  the  troubles  that  are  his  portion,  and  that  the  unfortunate  and  prosperous  also 
should  sometimes  seek  in  these  sources,  quicker  emotion,  keener  sensibility,  and 
a  more  vivid  sense  of  existence  than  the  quiet  realities  of  even  a  happy  life 
afford.  We  cannot  suppose  that  the  powers  of  these  substances  over  mind,  over, 
thought,  over  passion  were  given  for  no  purpose.  Like  all  other  bounties  of 
Nature,  they  were  given  to  be  used  and  not  abused,  to  be  wisely  enjoyed  in 
moderation,  not  foolishly  in  excess,  and  when  temperately  enjoyed,  they  are  not 
curses,  but  blessings.  This  is  one  truth  denied  by  the  advocates  of  coercive 
temperance. 

Experience  also  shows  that  this  desire  for  stimulants  implanted  in  our  nature, 
may  be  satisfied  in  two  ways;  by  things  innocent,  because  not  generally  leading 
to  excess,  and  by  things  hurtful,  because  they  do  very  often  lead  to  dangerous 
and  injurious  excess.  If  the  innocent  things  are  made  easily  accessible,  men 
prefer  them,  acquire  a  taste  for  them,  and  are  satisfied.  If  the  hurtful  things 
are  made  cheap  and  easy  to  be  got,  a  taste  for  these  will,  in  like  manner,  be 
acquired,  leading,  when  indulged  too  far,  to  the  most  deplorable  evils.  Among 
the  things  harmless,  when  used  in  moderation,  and  seldom  leading  to  abuse,  is 
wine.  The  dangerous  stimulants,  quickly  producing  intoxication  of  the  worst 
kind,  and  easily  tempting  to  excess,  that  excess  causing  mental  and  moral  de- 
gradation, disease,  madness  and  death,  are  spiritous  liquors,  which  may  be  called 
our  national  drink.  The  Temperance  Societies  originally  recognised  this  diss 
10 
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tinction,  and  pointed  their  efforts  against  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  alone,  thus 
wisely  founding  their  benevolent  exertions  on  truth,  on  the  known  principles  of 
our  nature.  The  modern  advocates  of  Maine  liquor  laws  deny  these  principles 
they  refuse  to  admit  this  universal  desire  for  stimulants  as  a  fact  of  humanity, 
they  refuse  to  recognize  any  difference  between  the  nature  and  effects  of  differ- 
ent, kinds  of  stimulants,  they  say  to  humanity,  "you  shall  have  no  stimulants  at 
all,"  and  attempt  to  carry  out  their  views,  not  by  argument  and  persuasion,  but 
by  arbitrary  measures,  at  which  humanity,  having  control  of  the  ballot-box, 
rebels,  with  victory,  because  with  truth  and  justice  on  its  side. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the  Temperance  question  further  than  it  is 
related  to  the  question  before  us,  or  to  decide  how  far  government  may  legally 
and  properly  go  in  restraining  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks.     It  is  however, 
pertinent  to  the  matter  in  hand,  to  show  that  one  way  to  promote  Temperance, 
is  to  encourage  the  use  of  those  stimulants  that  are  harmless,  among  which  is 
wine,  and  by  making  it  plentiful,  create  a  taste  for  it,  instead  of  whiskey,  which 
has  such  a  dreadful  power  to  degrade  and  destroy.     Wine  satisfies  that  desire 
for  a  stimulant,  which  is  a  part  of  our  nature.     It  rarely  produces  intoxication, 
because  a  very  large  quantity  must  be  drunk  to  have  that  effect,  at  least  in  those 
accustomed  to  its  use,  and  because  the  alcohol  it  contains  is  so  modified,  as  to  be 
less  exciting  than  in  distilled  liquors.     Henee  wine  drinkers  very  seldom  be- 
come drunkards,  and  in  countries  where  wine  is  so  cheap  as  to  be  easily  obtained 
by  all,  as  in  the  southern  parts  of  Europe,  intemperance  is  very  rare,  yet  every 
one  habitually  drinks  light  wine  at  every  meal,  and  the  laws  favor  its  cheapness, 
in  order  that  the  poor  may  enjoy  it.     In  France,  so  unusual  are  the  evils  of  ex- 
cessive drinking,  that  the  dreadful  mania-a-potu,  so  common  here,  is  almost  un- 
known.    I  am  informed  by  a  medical  friend,  that  when  he  attended  the  hospitals 
of  Paris  some  years  ago,  a  case  of  this  disease  was  brought  to  one  of  the  wards, 
and  the  distinguished  physician  of  the  Institution  did  not  know  what  it  was,  as 
he  had  never  seen  one  before.     An  article  in  one  of  the  late  English  Reviews, 
shows  very  clearly  from  statistics,  that  drunkenness  has  increased  enormously  in 
Great  Britain,  since  high  duties  imposed  on  wines,  particularly  on  light  wines, 
have  made  them  expensive,  and  thus  induced  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.     Thence 
the  Gin-palace  has  arisen,  with   all  its  fatal  allurements,  more  degrading  and 
destructive  than  opium  in  the  East.  .  Our  government  has  put  heavy  duties  on 
foreign  wines,  regarding  them  as  luxuries  of  the  rich,  and  therefore  fit  subjects 
of  taxation.     To  remove  the  duty  altogether,  at  least  from  the  cheaper  kinds, 
and  thus  make  them  the  luxuries  of  the  poor,  would  do  more  than  Maine  liquor 
laws  to  promote  Temperance  and  good  morals.     The  extensive  manufacture  of 
native  wines  will  have  the  same  tendency.     As  the  production  increases,  the 
best  qualities  will  command  a  higher  price,  and  the  inferior  qualties  will  become 
cheaper,  and  thus  be  introduced  into  general  use.     If  the  farmers  would  plant 
vineyards  and    make  their  own  wine,  to  be  put  on  their  tables,  to  be  offered  to 
their  guests,  to  be  taken  out  to  the  harvest  field  instead  of  whiskey,  as  is  now  the 
custom,  a  taste  for  the  more  agreeable  as  well  as  more  healthful  liquor  would 
thus  be  created  and  diffused,  which  would  gradually  but  surely  banish  the  grog- 
shop from  the  country,  whilst  the  growers  of  grapes  for  profit,  by  increasing  the 
supply  of  wine  and  diminishing  its  price,  will  assist  the  influence  of  wise  and  just 
laws  to  produce  the  same  effects  in  the  towns. 

It  is  said  that  the  spirituous  liquors  annually  consumed  in  this  country  cost 
forty  millions  of  dollars.  This  immense  sum  is,  therefore,  a  province,  an  Eldo- 
rado or  New  California,  for  the  wine  growers  to  conquer  for  their  own  benefit 
and  that  of  society.  It  represents  a  want,  which  they  should  convert  into  a 
demand,  for  their  own  production,  and  ofters  to  their  enterprise  a  wide  field  of 
profit  and  usefulness. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  say  anything  in  this  report  in  relation  to  the 
mode  of  cultivating  the  grape.  The  object  of  the  Society  is  to  promote  the  ex- 
tension of  this  branch  of  industry,  and  the  best  way  to  do  this,  is  to  show  the  ad- 
vantages it  affords  to  those  who  may  engage  in  it,  and  also  the  happy  influences 
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which  it  may  exert  on  the  community.  To  give  instructions  as  to  the  manage 
ment  of  a  vineyard,  would  require  a  volume,  which  I  have  not  the  knowledge  tc 
write.  One  has  been  written,  however,  by  Mr.  Robert  Buchanan  of  Cincinnati, 
which  those  interested  can  consult  with  advantage,  and  I  am  informed  that  the 
subject  is  soon  to  receive  further  illustration  from  the  hands  of  Dr.  Underbill  01 
New  York,  and  Dr.  Warder  of  Cincinnati,  both  competent  to  treat  it,  so  that  the 
results  of  past  experience  either  are  now  or  soon  will  be  recorded,  and  no 
one  who  desires  information,  need  remain  ignorant. 

Sidney  G.  Fisher, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 


May.     Stated  Meeting  on  the  7th  at  the  Society's  Room. 

President  in  the  chair. 

Messrs  Chas.  F.  Lex,  Geo.  J.  M'Gowan,  Thos.  M.  Smith,  D.  B.  Kershaw, 
Saml.  Allen,  Richard  R.  Levick.  Lawrence  Pepper,  Howard  Spencer.  W.  A. 
Nevvbold,  S.  M.  Fox,  Charles  Harlan,  Jas.  G.  Smith,  and  Thos.  Irwin,  were 
elected  resident  members. 

William  B.  Clymer,  Esq.,  of  Wellsboro  Pa.,  was  unanimously  elected  an 
Honorary  member  of  the  Society. 

The  Committee  on  Implements  and  Inventions,  reported  having  been  unable 
to  examine  the  imported  implements  referred  to  them  at  last  meeting. 

Dr.  M'Crea  stated  that  the  importer  of  the  implements,  Mr.  Wickersham  po- 
litely held  them  in  readiness,  for  examination  by  the  Society,  through  a  com- 
mittee, and  moved  that  the  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  make  the  exami- 
nation, which  motion  prevailed,  and  Dr.  M'Crea,  Mr.  S.  Williams,  S.  G.  Fisher, 
Esq.,  Mr.  J.  S.  Haines  and  Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
On  motion  that  the  chair  be  added  to  the  committee  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Freas,  notified  the  members  that  a  trial  of  Clark's  Mowing  Machine, 
would  take  place  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  succeeding  Friday  at  Crescentville. 

On  motion  the  Committee  on  Mr.  Wiekersham's  Implements  were  requested 
to  attend  to  the  trial  announced  by  Mr.  Freas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willitts,  that  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Society  be  closed 
on  Friday  evenings  until  15th  of  October  next,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  the  Executive  Committee  were  instructed  to  have 
the  property  of  the  Society  contained  in  the  room  insured  against  loss  by  fire. 

Dr.  Elwyn  stated  that  a  friend  of  his  in  North  Carolina  claimed  to  have  dis- 
covered in  Mississippi  a  new  series  of  Okra  which  was  white  and  believed  to  be 
indigenous. 

The  chair  suggested  tint  the  specimen  found,  had  probably  escaped  from  cul- 
tivation. The  plant  belonged  to  a  family  which  spread  rapidly.  The  common 
Okra  was  not  indigenous. 

Dr.  Emerson  invited  the  members  to  examine  a  fine  specimen  of  Rocky  Moun- 
tain sheep,  which  had  been  recently  added  to  the  Museum  of  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences.  He  believed  that  this  species  of  sheep  was  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  stock  raisers.  Its  importance  had  been  fully  recognized  by  the 
United  States  Agricultural  Society  at  the  last  session. 

Adjourned. 


June.     Stated  meeting  on  Wednesday,  4th,  at  Society's  room. 

President  in  the  chair. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Patent  Office,  Washington ;  from  the 
New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society,  and  from  the  United  States  Agricultu- 
ral Society. 

Donation : — seeds,  grafts  and  published  reports  were  presented  from  the  Com- 


116 

missioner  of  Patents,-  and  of  the  Journal  of  the  United  States  Agricultural 
Society  from  Hon.  M.  P.  Wilder. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Honorary  Members  of  the  Society  : 
Col.  B.  P.  Johnson,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  New  York 
State  Agricultural  Society;  Hon.  W.  Robeson,  of  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  President  of 
New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society;  Dr.  James  W.  Thompson,  of  Wil- 
mington, Delaware,  and  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  of  Boston,  President  of  the 
United  States  Agricultural  Society. 

Messrs.  G.  Blight  Browne,  of  Gwynedd,  Montgomery  county,  Pa.,  F.  Burton, 
of  Newcastle  county,  Del.,  and  E.  P.  Kershaw,  W.  K.  Bray,  F.  Dick,  T.  H. 
Jacobs  and  John  C.  Mitchell,  of  Philadelphia,  were  elected  resident  members. 

Dr.  James  A.  M'Crea,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  examine 
the  implements  recently  imported  into  this  city  by  Dr.  Morris  S.  Wickersham, 
submitted  a  report,  which  closed  with  the  assurance  that  the  owner  designed 
depositing  the  implements  in  the  coming  exhibition  of  the  United  States  Agri- 
cultural Society  at  Powelton,  where  they  would  be  compared  with  the  best  im- 
plements of  American  manufacture  in  the  same  class.  The  committee  further 
reported  that  the  promised  trial  of  Clark's  mowing  machine  had  not  taken  place 
at  the  time  appointed,  in  consequence  of  unfavorable  weather. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Willits,  of  Holmesburg,  inquired  as  to  the  success  which  had 
attended  the  planting  of  corn  this  season.  His  corn  had  come  up  very  irregu- 
larly, a  large  portion  of  his  fields  had  been  replanted,  and  with  but  a  slightly 
improved  result.  He  attributed  the  failure  to  bad  seed-corn. 
'  Dr.  C.  R.  King,  of  Andalusia,  Bucks  county,  had  experienced  the  same  diffi- 
culty, and  with  him  the  second  field  had  turned  out  worse  than  the  first.  On 
light  sandy  soil,  as  well  as  on  stiff  clay,  had  the  failure  been  experienced.  He 
felt  sure  that  the  cause  did  not  lie  in  the  nature  or  improper  preparation  of  the 
soil,  nor  in  the  season,  which  thus  far  had  been  severe. 

Mr.  Landreth's  experience  during  this  spring  had  not  agreed  with  that  of  the 
last  speaker.  On  some  portions  of  his  farm,  corn  had  come  up  irregularly,  while 
on  other  portions  the  same  kind  of  seed,  similarly  planted,  had  done  well.  Corn 
intended  for  seed  ought  to  be  preserved  on  the  cob  and  not  kept  in  bulk.  This 
was  especially  true  of  the  White  Flint  variety,  the  cob  of  which  was  very  suc- 
culent. 

Mr.  Willits  remarked  that  the  millers  had  observed  the  inferior  quality  of 
much  of  the  corn  of  last  year,  the  meal  from  which  was  far  below  the  standard 
grade.  He  maintained  that  to  plant  such  corn  on  any  soil  must  result  in  dis- 
appointment. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Newbold  believed  that  the  varying  aspect  of  the  surface,  or  the 
exposure,  might  in  part  account  for  the  difference  in  the  germination.  Some 
fields  were  much  more  exposed  to  the  chilly  influences  of  the  cold,  clear  nights 
which  we  had  during  the  last  month  or  six  weeks. 

Mr.  John  S.  Haines,  of  Germantown,  had  noticed  that  in  many  parts  of  the 
Western  country  complaints  of  the  coming  crop,  similar  to  those  heard  here, 
were  being  published  in  the  agricultural  papers.  He  had  tested  with  the  Stowell 
corn  the  superior  advantage  of  planting  the  grain  which  had  been  permitted  to 
remain  on  the  cob. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy  inquired,  if  the  so  called  Chinese  Sugar  Cane,  Sorghum 
Saccharatum,  a  variety  of  Broom  Corn,  the  seeds  of  which  were  now  being  dis- 
tributed by  the  Patent  Office,  and  which  was  being  cultivated  for  fodder,  had 
been  tried  by  any  of  the  members. 

The  Chair  replied,  that  no  account  of  such  trial  had  been  brought  to  his 
notice,  although  many  of  the  seed  distributed  by  that  office  were  almost  as  well 
known  in  this  country  as  in  that  from  which  they  had  been  imported,  and  others 
again  were  far  inferior  to  the  kinds  grown  here. 

Adjourned. 
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July.     Stated  meeting  on  Wednesday  the  2d,  at  the  Society's  Room. 

President  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Edwin  Moore,  President  Montgomery  County  Agricultural  Society,  was 
elected  an  honorary  member.  Mr.  Atlee  G.  Davis  a  life  member,  and  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  resident  members,  D.  C.  Levy,  P.  P.  Morris,  T.  S.  R.  Fas- 
sitt,  Hartman  Kuhn,  Jr.,  W.  A.  M'Crea,  John  P.  Brock,  John  Airey  and  Richard 
Smethurst,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Charles  W.  Lloyd  of  Paschalville. 

Mr.  P.  R.  Freas,  in  introducing  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  of  the  smaller 
fruits,  lamented  the  scarcity  of  these  fruits  in  our  market.  He  ascribed  their 
scarcity  to  the  neglect  of  proper  and  well-known  methods  of  cultivation.  Rasp- 
berries were  notoriously  scarce  and  dear,  owing,  it  was  said,  to  the  severity  of 
the  past  winter ;  but  why  expose  the  bushes  to  the  killing  frosts,  when  they 
could  be  so  easily  protected?  One  of  the  most  justly  prized  varieties  of  rasp- 
berry was  "  Brinckle's  Orange,"  nor  was  it  one  of  the  hardiest,  yet  he  (Mr.  F.) 
by  laying  the  bushes  down  last  autumn  and  covering  them  with  earth,  had  found 
them  in  the  spring  to  be  entirely  untouched  by  frost,  even  to  the  minutest  ex- 
tremities, and  now  they  were  laden  with  the  finest  and  most  luscious  fruit,  many 
of  the  berries  being  an  inch  in  length.  He  had  also  adopted  the  plan  of  pro- 
tecting his  strawberry  beds,  by  a  layer  of  manure  in  the  fall,  similar  to  asparagus 
beds.  Upon  raking  this  off  in  the  spring,  the  plants  were  found  uninjured  by 
the  severity  of  the  winter,  they  grew  vigorously,  and  the  ground  remained  free 
from  weeds.  From  seven  beds,  three  feet  by  fourteen  in  dimensions,  forty-six 
measured  quarts  were  gathered,  many  of  the  berries  being  over  three  inches  in 
circumference.  The  variety  was  Hovey's  Seedling.  Mr.  F.  recommended  the 
early  mulching  of  strawberry  beds,  and  during  the  formation  of  the  fruit  they 
should  be  frequently  saturated  with  water,  not  sprinkled  merely. 

Mr.  A.  Clement  had  recently  visited  a  strawberry  patch,  on  which  bricks 
were  laid  between  the  plants.  The  bricks  kept  down  weeds,  prevented  evapo- 
ration in  dry  weather,  and  the  washing  of  the  earth  upon  the  berries  during  rains. 

The  Chair  stated  that  boards  and  blocks  of  wood  were  frequently  used  for  the 
same  purpose  and  with  equal  advantage. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Fisher  believed  the  porosity  of  the  bricks  to  be  favorable  to  their 
employment.  They  absorbed  a  large  quantity  of  water.  The  great  difficulty 
in  raising  succulent  berries  in  this  country,  arose  from  the  dryness  of  our  atmo- 
sphere. Keep  the  ground  moist  in  the  way  which  had  been  recommended,  and 
you  partially  overcome  the  difficulty. 

Dr.  G.  Emerson  remarked  that  even  oyster  shells  were  used  for  that  purpose 
with  advantage. 

The  subject  of  the  profits  of  small  farms  was  opened  by  the  statement  that 
the  nett  proceeds  on  twelve  acres  of  land  near  Burlington,  N.  J.,  had  amounted 
in  one  year  to  three  thousand  dollars.  Strawberries,  rhubarb  and  early  potatoes 
being  the  crops.  Short  stable  manure  had  been  employed,  but  no  guano  or  other 
concentrated  fertiliser. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Boudinot  said  that  three  acres  of  land  in  the  same  neighborhood  had 
been  bought  at  $200  per  acre,  and  the  profit  on  a  crop  ofruta  bagas  the  first  year 
had  repaid  the  purchase  money.  The  owner  had  worked  early  and  late,  had  got 
his  crop  out  in  good  season,  and  had  himself  personally  sold  it  by  retail  in  Phil- 
adelphia. Mr.  B.  believed  this  to  be  an  exceptional  case,  as  his  own  experience 
in  that  vicinity,  and  with  the  same  root,  had  resulted  very  differently.  His  land 
had  produced  well,  but  half  the  crop  had  decayed  on  the  wharves  here  before  a 
purchaser  was  found  at  less  than  half  the  market  price. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Fisher  felt  assured  that  statements  of  the  enormous  profits  of  farm- 
ing were  calculated  to  mislead  the  public.  He  had  himself  been  misled,  and  he 
had  paid  dearly  for  the  light  of  his  experience.  That  the  cultivation  of  a  small 
piece  of  land  might  be  made  remunerative  he  did  not  deny,  but  then  the  farmer 
must  not  only  till  with  his  own  hands,  but  come  to  the  city  and  arrange  for  and 
conduct  the  sales  by  retail.  The  main  reliance  of  the  true  farmer  were  hay, 
grain,  and  cattle  for  market,  not  high-bred,  fancy  stock. 
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Mr.  C.  W.  Harrison  thought  that  many  farmers  lost  by  attempting  to  combine 
agricultural  and  horticultural  operations.  The  cultivation  of  a  large  vegetable 
garden  caused  a  heavy  drain  on  the  barn  yard,  and  necessitated  the  purchase  of 
manure  for  the  farm.  This  entailed  a  heavy  and  frequently  a  disastrous  tax; 
moreover,  trucking  required  so  much  attention  to  details,  that  the  farmer  had  no 
time  to  mature  and  direct  the  grander  operations  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Willitts  approved  of  farmers  raising  a  great  variety  of  produce.  He 
did  not  confine  himself  to  grain  and  hay.  He  had  also  cultivated  root  crops. 
He  had  fed  to  his  stock  one-half  of  last  year's  yield  of  one  and  a  half  acres  of 
ruta  bag-as,  and  the  balance  he  had  sold  for  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

Dr.  W.  Shippen  suggested  that  the  difficulty  in  realising  profit,  lay  in  the  sell- 
ing rather  than  in  the  producing.  A  good  salesman  was  as  necessary  in  the 
disposing  of  farm  produce  as  in  any  other  branch  of  trade.  If  farmers  would 
apply  to  our  large  public  institutions,  they  might  frequently  effect  advantageous 
sales.  These  institutions,  such  as  the  House  of  Refuge,  consumed  vast  quanti- 
ties of  vegetables,  and  would  be  greatly  accommodated  by  purchasing  directly 
from  the  farmer. 

Adjourned. 


August.     Stated  meeting  on  Wednesday  the  6th,  at  the  Society's  Room. 

Mr.  Landreth,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  William  Stavely,  President  of  the  Bucks  County  Agricultural  Society, 
was  elected  to  honorary  membership,  and  Messrs.  Albert  Worrell,  of  Darby,  and 
Jcfhn  Passmore,  of  Paschalville,  were  elected  resident  members. 

Donations: — From  Harry  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  Lisle  Generate  des  Recompenses 
decernes  par  les  Jurys  a  Concours  Agricole  Universel,  Paris,  1856 ;  and  Cata- 
logue des  Animaux,  machines,  instruments  et  produits  exposes.  From  Mr.  R. 
Buist,  a  copy  of  his  work,  entitled  "  Family  Fruit  Gardener." 

The  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  proposed  by  Mr.  Harrison  at  preceding  meet- 
ing, was  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Fisher  exhibited  samples  of  Turkish  Flint,  and  Noe  wheat,  raised 
by  him  from  seed  obtained  through  the  Society  from  the  Patent  Office.  The 
Turkish  Flint  especially  had  stood  the  winter  remarkably  well,  and  promised  to 
be  valuable. 

Mr.  Isaac  Newton  exhibited  fine  samples  of  wheat,  grown  from  seed  sown  in 
November,  but  which  had  not  come  up  until  spring.  Also,  various  specimens 
of  oats  from  120  acres  cultivated  by  deep  plowing  and  forty  bushels  of  slaked 
lime  to  the  acre.  Mr.  N.'s  wheat  and  oats  were  from  his  estate,  known  as  Deep 
Hole  Farm,  in  Prince  William  county,  Virginia. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Holme,  of  Holmesburg,  stated  that  he  had  a  good  field  of  corn.  It 
was  a  question  whether  he  should  sucker  it  or  not.  He  hoped  the  members 
would  enlighten  him  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  A.  Clement  objected  to  suckering  corn.  He  preferred  thinning  out; 
suckering  injured  the  stalk  by  causing  it  to  weep. 

Mr.  C.  \V,  Harrison  concurred  with  the  last  speaker;  suckering  caused  loss 
of  fodder  as  well  as  injured  it. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Willitts  had  derived  benefit  from  suckering,  and  had  confidence  in 
it;  too  many  stalks  produced  less  grains  and  smaller  ears;  suckering  by  pulling 
or  twisting  off  was  to  be  preferred  to  that  by  cutting,  because  the  latter  caused 
the  stalks  to  weep. 

Mr.  Joseph  Palmer  objected  to  suckering.  He  thought  it  reduced  the  strength 
of  the  plant.  There  was  great  difference  in  the  disposition  of  corn  to  sucker. 
Sugar  corn  suckered  most ;  the  larger  varieties  least. 

Mr.  Freas  said  that  many  farmers  opposed  suckering,  from  the  belief  that  the 
pollen  from  the  suckers  was  useful  in  fertilising  the  female  flowers.  He  pre- 
ferred cutting  to  pulling  off  suckers,  the  plants  received  less  shock  and  were 
not  so  much  weakened  ;  but  as  a  general  rule  he  thought  they  should  remain. 
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Mr.  Holmes  had  an  acquaintance  in  Byberry,  who,  after  a  field  had  been  part- 
ly suckered,  stopped  the  operation,  and  found  that  the  portion  left  untouched, 
yielded  more  in  proportion  than  the  former. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Nevvbold  had  made  a  similar  experiment  on  a  five-acre  field  of  corn, 
but  without  any  difference  being-  perceptible  in  the  yield.  The  practice  of 
topping  and  blading  was  practiced  in  Maryland.  In  his  hands  the  plan  appeared 
to  be  attended  with  loss. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Fisher  assured  the  members  that  the  topping  and  blading-,  once  the 
almost  universal  practice  in  Maryland,  was  now  generally  discarded— from  the 
belief  that  it  diminished  the  yield  of  grain. 

The  Chair  affirmed  that  this  diminution  was  on  good  authority,  reckoned  at 
not  less  than  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Haines  was  confident  that  it  had  occasioned  a  loss  of  five  bushels 
per  acre. 

Dr.  William  Shippen  reminded  the  Society  that  topping  and  blading  was  a 
Southern  practice,  and  that  in  that  section  of  the  country  hay  was  not  ahundant 
— with  horses  especially  the  blades- of  corn  were  the  substitute.  You  couid  not 
persuade  a  Southern  farmer  to  abandon  the  custom  of  blading  his  long  tall  corn. 

The  question  of  the  comparative  advantages  of  plowing  and  drilling  wheat, 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Harrison  for  discussion  at  the  next  meeting. 

Adjourned. 


September.     Stated  meeting  on  Wednesday  the  3d,  at  the  Sosriety's  Room. 

President  in  the  chair. 

Donation  : — From  R.  P.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  New  York  State  Agricul- 
tural Society,  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  him  to  that  Society,  on  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  of  the  Exhibition  of  the  Industry  of  all  Nations,  at  London, 
1851. 

Hon.  W.  Jessup,  of  Susquehanna  county,  Pa.,  and  David  S.  Newbold,  Esq., 
of  Burlington  county,  N.  J.,  were  elected  honorary  members,  and  Mr.  M.  Trainer, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Simpson  resident  members. 

Mr.  George  B.  Deacon,  of  Burlington,  N.  J.,  exhibited  samples  of  seedling 
apples,  which  were  much  admired  for  their  beauty  and  excellence.  The  apples 
bore  a  near  resemblance  to  the  Pearmain. 

Mr.  Freas  stated  that  he  had  recently  seen  an  apple  very  similar  to  one  ex- 
hibited, near  St.  George's,  Delaware,  and  that  it  was  very  highly  prized  there. 

On  motion,  that  Committees  of  Visitation  to  the  New  Jersey  State,  Pennsyl- 
vania State,  Burlington  County,  N.  J.,  Camden  and  Gloucester  County,  N.  J., 
and  the  Berks,  Chester,  Bucks,  and  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  Agricultural 
Fairs,  be  now  appointed,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  committees: 

New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society — Fair  at  Newark,  from  the  9th  to  12th 
September,  inclusive — Morton  M'Michael,  E.  E.  Boudinot,  J.  M'Gowan,  S.  C. 
VVillitts,  George  Blight,  David  Landreth,  John  S.  Haines,  W.  G.  Warder  and 
D.  B.  Paul. 

Pennsylvania  State  Agricultural  Society — Fair  at  Pittsburg,  September  30th 
to  October  3d,  inclusive — Paschal  Morris,  Dr.  James  A.  M'Crea  and  Gustavus 
Engie. 

Camden  and  Gloucester  Agricultural  Society — Fair  at  Haddonfield,  N.  J., 
commencing  September  10th — Aaron  Clement,  Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy,  A.  T.  New- 
bold  and  Morton  M'Michael. 

Burlington  County  Agricultural  Society — Fair  at  Mount  Holly,  N.  J. — Wat- 
son Comly,  A.  M.  Spangler,  Morton  M'Michael,  J.  P.  Jenkins,  and  A.  T.  New- 
bold. 

Chester  County  Agricultural  Society — Fair  at  Westchester,  October  3d  and 
4th — Casper  W.  Sharpless,  John  S.  Haines  and  Isaac  Newton. 
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Bucks  County  Agricultural  Society — Fair  at  Newtown,  commencing  Septem- 
ber 24th — Samuel  C.  Willitts,  James  Thornton,  Jr.,  and  C.  W.  Harrison. 

Berks  Counly  Agricultural  Society — Fair  at  Reading,  from  October  1st  to  4th, 
inclusive — Isaac  Pearson,  Dr.  J.  A.  M'Crea  and  P.  R.  Freas. 

Montgomery  County  Agricultural  Society — Fair  at  Springtown,  October  1st 
and  2d — George  Blight,  David  Landreth  and  Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy. 

The  question  for  discussion  proposed  at  preceding  meeting  by  Mr.  Harrison, 
was  announced  by  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Elwyn,  That  the  discussion  be  postponed  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  the  proposer,  which,  after  discussion  by  Messrs.  G.  W.  Holme, 
C.  R.  King,  J.  S.  Haines,  Elwyn  and  others,  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 

October.     Stated  meeting  on  Wednesday,  1st,  at  Society's  Room. 

President  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Clayton,  of  Olney,  Philadelphia  county,  Mr.  Norwood  Hallowell, 
of  Jenkintown,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Eagle,  of  Lower  Merion,  Montgomery  county,  and 
Messrs.  Abraham  Barker,  H.  F.  Hover,  Josiah  J.  Allen,  Edmund  S.  Yard,  Jas. 
H.  Orne,  S.  R.  Simmons,  Jno.  NefF,  F.  A.  Showers,  and  Jno.  Cook,  and  Dr.  Edwin 
Schofield,  of  Philadelphia,  were  elected  resident  members. 

On  motion,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  visit  the  pending  National  Agri- 
cultural Exhibition  at  Powelton,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  following  gentle- 
men appointed: — Dr.  Jas.  A.  McCrea,  Dr.  Chas.  R.  King,  Mr.  S.  C.  YVillitts, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Holme,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Williams. 

The  Chair  stated  that  an  election  of  Trustees  of  the  Farmers'  High  School 
would  be  held  near  the  Institution,  in  Centre  county,  on  the  following  Tuesday, 
and  suggested  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  Society  on 
the  occasion,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Newton,  Kennedy,  and  Hammill 
were  constituted  the  committee. 

The  presence  as  Committee-men  of  a  large  number  of  the  prominent  members 
of  the  Society  being  required  on  the  grounds  at  Powelton,  where  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  National  Agricultural  Fair  were  being  pressed  to  completion,  the 
consideration  of  the  question  for  the  day  was  postponed  and  the  Society 

Adjourned. 

November.     Stated  meeting  at  the  Rooms,  on  Wednesday,  the  5th. 

President  in  the  chair. 

Donations: — Five  packages,  containing  sundry  parcels  of  "  Cat  Mountain 
Wheat,"  from  the  Patent  Office,  Washington,  and  the  Monthly  Bulletins  for 
February,  March,  April,  and  May,  1856,  of  the  "  Societe  Imperiale  et  Centrale 
d'  Agriculture,  Paris. 

Verbal  reports  were  made  by  the  committee  appointed  at  the  previous  meet- 
ing to  visit  the  National  Fair,  and  also  by  the  committee  to  represent  the  Society 
at  the  election  of  Trustees  of  the  Farmers'  High  School. 

The  question  of  the  relative  advantages  of  drilling-in  wheat  and  sowing  it 
broadcast,  which  had  been  postponed  for  two  months,  was  called  up. 

Mr.  Sam'l.  Williams  regretted  that  the  subject  had  not  been  discussed  when 
first  introduced,  as  then  the  farmers  were  about  putting  in  their  winter  wheat, 
and  the  enlightened  expression  of  opinions  and  results  of  experience  given  here 
would  have  been  immediately  valuable.  He  was  a  staunch  friend  to  the  intro- 
duction of  improved  implements  and  machinery,  yet  he  did  not  regard  the  drill 
indispensable  in  wheat  culture.  Indeed,  when  ground  was  skillfully  ploughed, 
carefully  sown  arid  harrowed  once,  the  crop  came  up  evenly,  and  the  yield  was 
uniformly  good  in  ordinary  seasons. 

Mr.  A.  Clement  remarked  that  a  discussion  had  taken  place  on  the  subject  at 
Baltimore.,  in  which  the  superiority  of  the  .drill  was  fully  established. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Harrison  had  satisfied  himself  of  the  value  of  the  drill  as  far  as  the 
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wheat  crop  was  concerned,  and  timothy  also  did  better  when  drilled  in  with  the 
wheat. 

Mr.  Isaac  Newton  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  drill-husbandry.  Last  year  he 
had  fairly  tested  the  two  methods  on  adjoining  pieces  of  land,  and  the  advantage 
from  the  drilling  was  clearly  double.  The  grain  appeared  to  have  been,  by  the 
equal  action  of  the  machine,  placed  just  deeply  enough  in  the  soil  to  shelter  it 
from  the  intense  severity  of  last  winter,  and  yet  near  enough  to  the  surface  to 
permit  it  readily  to  sprout.* 

Mr.  Jno.  Lardner  had  used  the  drill  for  the  last  two  years,  and  was  so  well 
satisfied  with  it  that  he  intended  never  to  abandon  its  use. 

Mr.  Dennis  Kelly  still  relied  on  the  plough  and  the  harrow  for  his  wheat  and 
sowed  his  timothy  after  harrowing. 

Several  members  expressed  their  disapproval  of  the  method  of  sowing  grass 
seed  after  the  wheat  had  been  harrowed  in. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Willits  had  tried  the  drill  for  three  years,  and  every  year  liked  it 
better.  He  had  begun  by  sowing  the  grass  seed  after  the  drill,  but  it  fell  into 
the  small  furrows  made  by  the  drill  and  its  own  growth  as  well  as  that  of  the 
grain  was  injured.  The  spaces  between  the  drills  were  almost  bare,  and  in 
these  spaces  many  weeds  and  very  little  clover  afterwards  sprang  up.  He  now 
sows  his  grass  seed  in  front  of  his  wheat  drill,  not  bv  hand,  as  formerly,'.but  by 
an  attached  grass-seed  drill.  Although  the  cold  of  last  winter  had  killed  out 
some  of  the  drilled  wheat  yet  the  sown  had  fared  far  worse.  He  believed  that 
the  saving  of  seed  alone  repaid  the  cost  of  the  drill. 

The  Chair  suggested  that  the  further  discussion,  be  postponed  until  August 
next,  which  was  on  motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harrison  called  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  Corn  crop,  now  being  got 
in.  Husking  was  at  hand,  and  he  hoped  members  would  carefully  observe  the 
quality  of  the  yield,  and  its  fitness  for  seed.  The  failure  in  the  early  planting 
last  spring  was  generally  attributed  to  the  seed.  The  Corn  had  ripened  very 
unevenly,  and  unless  farmers  were  careful,  immature  seed  might  be  selected. 

Mr.  Newton  approved  of  keeping  seed-corn  out  of  the  cold,  so  that  it  could 
not  freeze,  a  cob  might  appear  dry,  and  yet  contain  too  much  succulent  matter, 
to  admit  of  husking.  The  freezing  of  the  moisture  injured  the  germ,  and  this 
injury  manifested  itself  in  a  minute  speck  of  blue  mould  no  longer  than  the  head 
of  a  small  pin,  and  distinctly  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  Moreover,  on  breaking 
the  cob  across,  if  unsound,  it  would  have  a  yellow  color,  if  sound,  a  white. 

Mr.  Williams  agreed  with  the  last  speaker,  as  to  the  cause  of  the  failure  of 
seed  corn.     He  thought  that  farmers  cut  too  green,  and  husked  too  soon. 

Mr.  Harrison  had  seen  corn  husked,  and  as  it  were  corded  up  in  the  field,  and 
covered  to  protect  it  from  the  weather.  Thus  it  was  dried,  but  not  so  well  as  in 
warm  rooms. 

Mr.  Landreth  had  recently  seen  the  '8  cording  up"  plan  adopted  in  Bucks 
County. 

Dr.  L.  H.  Twaddell  proposed  that  the  best  methods  of  feeding  and  wintering 
cattle  should  be  the  subject  of  discussion  at  next  meeting.  Which  proposition 
was  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Kennedy  inquired  if  any  implements  not  preuiously  exhibited  in  this 
section  of  the  country,  had  appeared  at  the  National  Fair. 

Mr.  Williams  had  observed  one  or  two  rotary  ploughs,  and  a  new  corn  sheller. 
The  latter  especially  promised  well. 

The  Chair  announced  that  the  Reading  Room  would  be  opened  to  farmers  on 
Friday  evening  next,  and  be  continued  open  on  every  Friday  evening  until 
further  notice. 

Mr.  Clement  who  recently  returned  from  the  Agricultural  Fair  at  Baltimore. 
He  represented  the  objects  and  arrangements  to  have  been  in  the  highest  degree 
creditable  to  the  farmers  of  Maryland. 

Dr  Kennedy  reminded  the  members  of  the  near  approach  of  the  seventy-first 
anniversary  of  the  Society,  and  moved  that  a  committe  be  appointed  to  report  a 
11 
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plan  for  its  observance  ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and   Messrs.   Kennedy, 
Rice  and  Freas  were  appointed  a  committee. 
Adjourned. 


December.     Stated  meeting  on  Wednesday  3d,  at  Society's  Room. 

President  in  the  chair.  * 

Mr.  Joseph  S.  Keen  was  elected  a  life  member,  and  Mr.  John  Horton  and  Dr. 
J.  H.  B.  McClelland  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  Stoever  of  Tacony,  were 
elected  resident  members. 

The  Committee  on  the  Anniversay  Celebration  made  a  partial  report  and  were 
continued. 

The  Recording  Secretary  reminded  the  members  that  the  Reading  Room  was 
open  on  Friday  evenings,  and  suggested  that  conversational  meetings  of  the 
Society  be  held  on  those  evenings  from  time  to  time,  throughout  the  winter,  at 
which  meetings  the  reading  of  essays  and  subsequent  discussions  would  prove 
attractive  and  instructive. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clement,  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  an  animated  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  S.  G.  Fisher,  C.  W. 
Harrison,  Sheridan  and  others  participated,  when  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  That  the  Society  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  was 
agreed  to,  when  the  requisite  number  of  nominations  were  made. 

The  discussion  of  the  best  method  of  foddering  and  wintering  stock  was  post- 
poned until  next  meeting.     Adjourned. 
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ROOM— Chestnut  Street,  South  Side,  below  Seventh. 


MEETINGS. 

Stated  Meetings  for  the  consideration  of  Agricultural  subjects,  a"  '"•.:' 
the  first  Wednesday  in  every  month,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee  are  held  at  noon  on  the  last  We> 
day  in  every  month.  £» 


LIBRARY  AND  READING  ROOM. 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Satur 
throughout  the  year,  from  11  A.  II.  to  1  P.  M.  The  Reading  Room  i;>  also  • 
during  the  Winter  under  the  following 

REGULATIONS : 

I. — The  Reading  Room  shall  be  open  on  every  Friday  evening,  from 
15th  of  October  to  the  15th  of  March,  inclusive,  from  7  to  10  o'clock. 

II. — The  Room  shall  be  FREE  to  Members  of  this  Society,  to  the  Oftit 
of  all  Agrieu  fcural  Societies,  and  to  the  Members  of  all  the  County  Agriculto 
Societies  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  adjacent  Counties  of  New  Jersey. 

III. — On  such  persons  presenting  evidence  of  their  merjbership  to 
Superintendent  of  the  Room,  he  shall  furnish  to  each  qf  them,  without  chai 
a  Ticket  of  Admission  for  the  season. 

IV. — The  names  of  all  persons  using  the  Reading  Room  shall  be  registe 
in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  no  person*  shall  be  admitted  with 
a  Ticket,  except  when  introduced  by  a  Member  of  this  Society. 

The  Library  comprises  a  select  and  valuable  Collection  of.  Wor 
on  Rural  Economy  and  kindred  subjects. 

The  Reading  Room  is  provided  with  all  the  jtn-iixi&al  Ag^iculuuuo  fourrizln  ■f 
Country  and  Great  Britain. 


Each  member  is  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  Meetings,  Library  and  T  2 
ing Room,  to  free  admission  to  the  Exhibitions,  and  to  four  lady's  or  minor'"  ' 
to  the  same. 
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Terms  of  Annual  Membership,  $3  00.    Life  Membership i>'  $2°  0C 

Candidates  for  Membership  must  be  proposed  in  writing  ,  ' 'or' 

Stated  Meeting,  and  will  then  be  balloted  for  at  the  succeeding  ' 


